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(54) INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS AND COMMUNICATION APPARATUS 



(57) The present invention relates to an information 
processing apparatus and a communication apparatus 
for accurately recognizing at the base station the cun-ent 
receiving quality of the mobile temninals for improving 
the throughput of the base station. A mobile temiinai 61 
detemiines its own receiving quality based on the signal 
received from the base station 62 for generating the re- 
ceiving quality message indicating the receiving quality 
and generates the power control infomiation requesting 



the transmission power of the base station 62. The re- 
ceiving quality message is transmitted at a frame rate 
and power control infomriation is transmitted at the slot 
rate to the base station 62. Based on both the receiving 
quality message and power control Information, the 
base station 62 estimates the current receiving quality 
of the mobile terminal 61 and adaptive modulation and 
coding is performed based on the estimated value. The 
present invention may be applied to cellular phones and 
base stations. 
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Description 
Technical Field 

[0001] The present invention relates to an information processing apparatus and a communication apparatus and 
more specifically to an infomnation processing apparatus and a communication apparatus capable of efficient commu- 
nication by accurately recognizing the cun-ent receiving quality at a base station in, e.g.. a cellular phone system. 

Background Art 



[0002] In recent years, attention is paid to an adaptive modulation and communication system (sometimes referred 
to as AMCS communication system hereunder). The adaptive modulation and coding communication system features 
in varying the coding rate indicating the ratio of the actual data (user data) and error correction codes for the actual 
data and the multi-level modulation factor in response to the quality of the transmission line. In high quality transmission 

15 lines, high speed data transmission is possible in sacrifice of noise resistance characteristic. On the other hand, in 
lower quality transmission lines, noise resistance characteristic is Improved In sacrifice of data rate. 
[0003] The AMCS communication system is applied to, for example, an EGPRS (Enhanced General Packet Radio 
Service) used In a GSM (Global System for Mobile Communications) and a wireless communication system such as 
an HDR (High Data Rale) developed by Qualcomm Corporalion. Furthermore, the AMCS communication system is 

20 planned to be utilized in the W-CDMA (Wide Band Code Division Multiple Access) system which is forecasted to gain 
popularity in future. 

[0004] Incidentally the AMCS communication system may be applied to communication between, e.g., mobile ter- 
minals as movable stations and abase station as a fixed station. In the AMCS communication system, mobile terminals 
send to the base station a receiving quality message indicating their receiving quality and the base station dctemnincs 
25 the modulation coding mode based on the receiving quality message transmitted from the mobile terminal 1 . 

[0005] However, there is considerable delay between a mobile tenninal detennining its receiving quality and the base 
station recognizing it because the base station must receive the receiving quality message and demodulates and 
decodes such message. 

[0006] Accordingly, at the time when the base slatton recognized the receiving quality indicated by the receiving 
30 quality message, the cun-ent receiving quality of the mobile tenninal might have changed. This means that the optimum 
modulation coding mode cannot be chosen, thereby degrading the transmission efficiency. 

[0007] Such problem is more significant especially when the mobile terminal user is moving in a high speed train or 
the like, thereby encountering very rapid change in characteristics of the transmission path. 
[0008] On the other hand, from the viewpoint of Improvement of the transmission efficiency, it is preferable to increase 
35 the period of transmission of the receiving quality message of the mobile temninal. However, in this case, the current 
receiving quality of the mobile terminal may largely depart from the receiving quality indicated by the receiving quality 
message, thereby adversely affecting the improvement of the transmission effk:iency by the adaptive modulation cod- 
ing. 

40 Disclosure of the Invention 

[0009] The present invention has been made In view of the above problems and enables to improve transmission 
efficiency (or preventing degradation of the transmission efficiency) by accurately recognizing the cun-ent receiving 
quality of the mobile temiinal In, e.g.. base station. 

45 [0010] A first information processing apparatus according to the present invention is characterized by the provision 
of the receiving quality estimation means for estimating the current receiving quality In a communication apparatus 
based on both the receiving quality message to be transmitted from the communication apparatus at a first interval 
and a power control infomnation to be transmitted at a second Interval shorter than the first inten/al. 
[0011] A first information processing method according to the present invention is characterized in a provision of a 

so receiving quality estimation step for estimating the cun-ent receiving quality of a communication apparatus based on 
both the receiving quality message to be transmitted from the communication apparatus at a first interval and a power 
control infomnation to be transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first interval. 

[0012] A first program according to the present invention is characterized by the provision of a receiving quality 
estimation step for estimating the current receiving quality of a communication apparatus based on both a receiving 
55 quality message to be transmitted from the communication apparatus at a first inten/al and a power control Information 
to be transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first interval. 

[0013] A first recording medium according to the present invention is characterized by recording a program including 
a receiving quality estimation step for estimating the current receiving quality of a communicatran apparatus based on 
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both the receiving quality message to be transmitted from the communication apparatus at a first interval and a power 
control information to be transmitted at a second inten/al shorter than the first inten^al. 
, [0014] A first communication apparatus according to the present invention comprises receiving quality message 
generation means for generating a receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality by obtaining the receiving 

s quality based on the signal received by the communication apparatus from an infomiation processing apparatus, power 
control information generation means for generating the power control information to request transmission power ad- 
justment of the information processing apparatus based on the signal received therefrom, receiving quality message 
insertion means forinserting into the transmission signal to the information processing apparatus in such a manner 
that the receiving quality message is transmitted at a first interval and power control infomiation insertion means for 

10 inserting the power control information into the transnvssion signal in such a manner that the power control information 
is transmitted at a second interval 9hort€tr4han the first inten^al. 

[0015] A first communication method according to the present invention comprises a receiving quality message gen- 
eration step for generating a receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality by obtaining a receiving quality 
thereof based on the signal received f rorp.an infomiation processing apparatus, a power control infomiation generation 
step for generating a power control infomiation to request transmission power adjustment of the information processing 
apparatus based on the signal received therefrom, a receiving quality message insertion step for Inserting the receiving 
quality message into thetransmission signal to the infonmation processing apparatus in such a manner that the receiving 
quality message Is transmltted at a first interval and a power control infomiation insertion step for inserting a power 
control information into the transmission signal in such a manner thai the power control infomnalion is transmitted at 
20 a second intewal shorter than the first interval. 

[0016] A second program according to the present invention comprises a receiving quality message generation step 
for generating a receiving quality message- indicating the receiving quality by obtaining a receiving quality thereof 
based on the signal received from an infonrration processing apparatus, a power control information generation step 
for generating a power control infomnation to request transmission power adjustment of the information processing 
25 apparatus, a receiving quality message insertion step for inserting the receiving quality message into the transmission 
signal to the infomiation processing apparatus in such a manner that the receiving quality message is transmitted at 
a first interval and a power control infomiation Insertion step for Inserting the power control infomiation into the trans- 
mission signal in such a manner that the power control infomiation is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the 
first interval. 

30 [001 7] A second recording medium according to the present invention Is characterized by recording a program com- 
prising a receiving quality message generation step for generating a receiving quality message indicating the receiving 
quality by obtaining a receiving quality thereof based on the signal received from an infomriation processing apparatus, 
a power control information generation step for generating a power control infonmation to request transmission power 
adjustment of the information processing apparatus based on the signal received fonm the information processing 

35 apparatus, a receiving quality message insertion step for inserting the receiving quality message into the transmission 
signal to the infomnation processing apparatus in such a manner that the receiving quality message is transmitted at 
a first interval and a power control information insertion step for inserting the power control infomiation into the trans- 
mission signal In such a manner that the power control Infomiation is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the 
first interval. 

^ [0018] A first communication system according to the present invention is characterized by receiving quality message 
generation means for generating a receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality by obtaining a receiving 
quality thereof based on the signal received by a communication apparatus from an infomiation processing apparatus, 
power control infonmation generation means for generating a power control Infomiation to instruct transmission power 
adjustment of the infomiation processing apparatus based on the signal received therefrom, receiving quality message 
insertion means for inserting the receiving quality message into the transmission signal to the information processing 
apparatus in such a manner tthat the receiving quality message is transmitted at a first interval and power control 
infonmation insertion means for Inserting the power control signal into the transmission signal in such a manner that 
the power control signal is transmitted at a second intewal shorter than the first Interval, wherein the infonmation 
processing apparatus comprises receiving quality estimation means for estimating the current receiving quality of the 
communication apparatus based on both the receiving quality message and the power control infonmation. 
[0019] A second communication method according to the present invention characterized by the communication 
method in a communication apparatus comprises a receiving quality message generation means for generating a 
receiving quality indicating the receiving quality by obtaining a receiving quality thereof based on the signal received 
therefrom, a power control infomiation generation step for generating a power control infomiation to request transmis- 
55 sion power adjustment of the information processing apparatus based on the signal received from the information 
processing apparatus, a receiving quality message insertion step for inserting the receiving quality message into the 
transmission signal to the infomriation processing apparatus in such a manner that the receiving quality message is 
transmitted at a first interval and a power control infomnation insertion step for inserting the power control infomnation 



45 



so 



■»OOCID: <EP 1249951 A 1J_> 



3 



EP 1 249 951 A1 



into the transmission signal in such a manner that the power control infonmation is transnnitted at a second interval 
shorter than the first interval, and the communication method in the information processing apparatus comprises a 
receiving quality estimation step for estimating the current receiving quality of the communicat'ion apparatus based on 
both the receiving quality message and the power control information. 

5 [0020] A second infonmation processing apparatus according to the processing apparatus comprises mode request 
message acquisition means for acquiring a mode request message transmitted from a communication apparatus at a 
first interval, power control Information acquisition means for acquiring a power control information to request trans- 
mission power adjustment transmitted from the communication apparatus at a second interval shorter than the first 
interval and transmission mode setting means for setting a transmission mode of the communication apparatus based 

10 on both the mode request message and the power control information. 

[0021] A second Infonnation prpcess^ing method according to the present invention is characterized by a mode re- 
quest message acquisition step for acquiring a mode request message transmitted from a communication apparatus 
at a first Inten^al, a power control information acquisition step for acquiring a power control infomiation to request 
transmission power adjustment transnnitted from the communication apparatus at a second interval shorter than the 

^5 first interval and a transmission mode setting step for setting the transmission mode of the communication apparatus 
based on both the mode request message and the power control infomnation. 

[0022] A third program according to th^ present invention is characterized by a mode request message acquisition 
step for acquiring a mode request message transmitted from a communication apparatus at a first interval, a power 
control inromnalion acquisition step for acquiring a power control information Lo request transmission power adjustment 
^0 transmitted form the communication apparatus at a second interval shorter than the first interval and a transmission 
mode setting step for setting a transmission mode of the communication apparatus based on both the mode request 
message and the power control information. 

[0023] A third recording medium according to the present invention is characterized by recording a program com- 
prising a mode request message acquisition stop for acquiring a mode request message transmitted from a commu- 

25 nicatlon apparatus at a first interval, a power control information acquisition step for acquiring a power control infor- 
mation requesting transmission power adjustment transmitted from the communication apparatus at a second interval 
shorter than the first interval and a transmission mode setting step for setting the transmission mode of the communi- 
' cation apparatus based on both the mode request message and the power control information. 
[0024] A second connmunication apparatus according to the present Invention is characterized by a mode request 

30 message generation means for generating a mode request message indicating the requesting transmission mode 
based on a receiving quality thereof obtained based on the signal received from an information processing apparatus, 
power control information generation means for generating a power control information to request transmission power 
adjustment of the information processing apparatus based on the signal received therefrom, mode request message 
insertion means for inserting a mode request message Into the transmission signal to the information processing ap- 

35 paratus in such a manner that the mode request message is transmitted at a first interval and power control infomiation 
insertion means for inserting a power control infonnation into the transmission signal in such a manner that the power 
control information is transmitted at a second Interval shorter than the first interval. 

[0025] A second communication apparatus according to the present invention is characterized by a mode request 
message generation means for generating a mode request message Indicating a requesting transmission mode based 

40 on a receiving quality obtained based on the signal received from an infonnation processing apparatus, power control 
infonnation generation means for generating a power control infonnation to request transmission power adjustment of 
the information processing apparatus based on the signal received fonn the Information processing apparatus, mode 
request message insertion means for inserting the mode request message into the transmission signal to the infomna- 
tion processing apparatus in such a manner that the mode request message is transmitted at a first interval and power 

45 control infonnation insertion means for inserting the power control infonnation into the transmission signal In such a 
manner that the power control infonmation is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first interval, 
[0026] A third communlcallon method according lo the present invention is characterized by a mode request message 
generation step for generating a mode request message indicating a requesting transmission mode based on an ob- 
tained receiving quality based on the signal received from the information processing apparatus, a power control In- 

50 fonnation generation step for generating a power control information to request transmission power adjustment of the 
infomiation processing apparatus based on the signal received from the information processing apparatus, a mode 
request message insertion step for inserting the mode request message into the transmission signal to the infomnation 
processing apparatus in such a manner that the mode request message is transmitted at a first interval and a power 
control information insertion step for inserting the power control information into the transmission signal In such a 

55 manner that the power control Information is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first Interval. 

[0027] A fourth program according to the present invention comprises a mode request message generation step for 
generating a mode request message indicating a requesting transmission mode based on an obtained receiving quality 
based on the signal received from the infonnation processing apparatus, a power control infomnation generation means 
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for generating a power control information requesting transmission power adjustment of the information processing 
apparatus based on the signal received therefrom, a mode request message insertion step for inserting the mode 
request message into the transmission signal to the infomiation processing apparatus in such a manner that the mode 
request message is transmitted at a first interval and a power control infonnation insertion step for inserting the power 
control infonnation into the transmission signal in such a manner that the power control infonnation is transmitted at 
a second interval shorter than the first interval. 

[0028] A fourth recording medium according to the present invention is 

characterized by recording a program comprising a mode request message generation step for generating a mode 
request message indicating the requesting transmission mode based on an obtained receiving quality based on the 
signal received from an information processing apparatus, a power control information generation step for generating 
a power control infomnation to request transmission power adjustment of the information processing apparatus based 
on the signal received from the information processing apparatus, a mode request message insertion step for inserting 
the mode request message into the transmission signal to information processing apparatus in such a manner that the 
mode request message is transmitted at,a first interval and a power control infomnation insertion step for inserting the 
power control information into the transmission signal in such a manner that the power control infonnation is transmitted 
at a second interval shorter than the first interval. 

[0029] A second communication systen> according to the present invention is characterized by a communication 
apparatus andan Infomnation processing apparatus: the communication apparatus comprising: mode request message 
generation means for generating a mode request message indicating the requesting transmission mode based on an 
obtained receiving quality based on the signal received from the information processing apparatus; power control 
infomnation generation means for generating a power control infomnation to request transmission power adjustment of 
the infomnation processing apparatus based on the signal received therefrom; mode request message insertion means 
for inserting the mode request message into the transmission signal to the infonnation processing apparatus in such 
a manner that the mode request message is transmitted at a first inton^al; and power control infonnation inserting 
means for inserting the power control infonnation into the transmission signal in such a manner that the power control 
infonnation Is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first inten/al; and the infomnation processing apparatus 
comprising: mode request message acquisition means for acquiring the mode request message transmitted from the 
communication apparatus at the first interval; power control information acquisition means for acquiring the power 
control infomnation transmitted from the communication apparatus at the second interval; and transmission mode set- 
30 ting means for setting the transmission mode of the communication apparatus based on both the nrrode request mes- 
sage and the power control infonnation. 

[0030] A fourth communication method according to the present invention is characterized by the communication 
method In a communication apparatus comprising: a mode request message generation step for generating a mode 
request message indicating the requesting transmission mode based on an obtained receiving quality of the signal 
35 received from an. infonnation processing apparatus; a mode request message insertion step for Inserting the mode 
request message Into the transmission signal to the information processing apparatus in such a manner that the mode 
request message is transmitted at a first interval; and a power control infonnation insertion step for inserting a power 
control infonnation into the transmission signal in such a manner that the power control infonnation is transmitted at 
a second interval shorter than the first interval; and the communication method of the infonnation processing apparatus 
comprising: a mode request message acquisition step for acquiring the mode request message transmitted from the 
communication apparatus at the first interval; a power control infonnation acquisition step for acquiring the power 
control infomnation transmitted fomi the communication apparatus at the second interval; and a transmission mode 
setting step for setting the transmission mode of the communication apparatus based on both the.mode request mes- 
sage and the power control infonnation. 

[0031] A third Information processing apparatus is characterized by a receiving quality message acquisition means 
for acquiring the receiving quality message indicating a requested receiving quality in the communication apparatus 
transmitted from a communication apparatus at every predelemnined number of frames and receiving quality estimation 
means for estimating the cun-ent receiving quality of the communication apparatus based on the received quality mes- 
sage. 

[0032] A third communication apparatus according to the present invention is characterized by a receiving quality 
message generation means for generating a receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality by obtaining a 
receiving quality thereof at every predctemnined number of frames based on the signal received from an information 
processing apparatus and receiving quality message insertion means for inserting the receiving quality message into 
the transmission signal to the information processing apparatus at every predetemnined number of frames. 
[0033] A fourth information processing apparatus according to the present invention is characterized by a receiving 
quality message acquisition means for acquiring a receiving quality message indicating the requested receiving quality 
in a communication apparatus transmitted at every predetemnined number of frames and receiving quality estimation 
means for estimating the current receiving quality of the communication apparatus based only on the receiving quality 



OOCJD: <EP 1249951 A1J.> 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



55 



EP 1 249 951 A1 

message when the communication apparatus Is under the soft hand-off condition. 

[0034] A fourth communication apparatus according to the present invention is characterized by a receiving quality 
message generation means for generating a receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality by obtaining a 
receiving quality thereof at every predetennined frame and receiving quality message insertion means for inserting the 
receiving quality message into the transmission signal to an infonnation processing apparatus at every predetennined 
frame under the soft hand-off condition. 

[0035] A first receiving quality message report controlling method according to the present invention is characterized 
by a first step for recognizing whether or not the communication apparatus is under the soft hand-off condition and a 
m!?r^ ^^^^ ^^"'"^ reporting period of the receiving quality message of the communication apparatus. 
[0036] A fifth infonmalion processing apparatus according to the present invention is characterized by a receiving 
quality message acquisition means for Requiring the receiving quality message Indicating the receiving quality that is 
obtained in a communication apparatus and transmitted from the communication apparatus at a predetermined fre- 
quency and receiving quality estimation means for estimating the current receiving quality of the communication ap- 
paratus based on the receiving quality message, wherein the receiving quality message acquisition means acquires 
the receiving quality message at higher frequency under the soft hand-off condition than under other conditions. 
[0037] A fifth communication apparatus according to the present invention is characterized by a receiving quality 
message generation means for generating a receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality that is obtained 
at a predetenmined frequency based on the signal received from an infomr>ation processing apparatus and receiving 
quality message insertion means for inserting the receiving quality message into the transmission signal to the infor- 
mation processing apparatus, wherein the receiving quality message generation means generates thereceiving quality 
message at higher frequency under the soft hand-off condition than under other conditions. 

[0038] A second receiving quality message report controlling method according to the present Invention is charac- 
terized by a first step for recognizing the condition of the communbation resources to communicate with a communi- 
cation apparatus and a second stop for sotting the period of reporting the receiving quality message in the communi- 
cation apparatus in response to the condition of the communication resources. 

[0039] A sixth information processing apparatus according to the present invention is characterized by a receiving 
quality message acquisition means for acquiring a receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality obtained 
m a communication apparatus and transmitted from the communication apparatus at a predetermined frequency and 
receiving quality estimation means for estimating the current receiving quality of the communication apparatus based 
on the receiving quality message, wherein the period of transmitting the receiving quality message from the commu- 
nication apparatus is detemiined in response to the condition of the communication resources. 
[0040] A sixth communication apparatus according to the present invention is characterized by a quality message 
indicating the receiving quality by obtaining a receiving quality thereof at a predetermined frequency based on the 
signal received from an infomiation processing apparatus and receiving quality message insertion means for inserting 
the receiving quality message Into the transmission signal to the information processing apparatus at the predetennined 
frequency, wherein the receiving quality message generated by the receiving quality message generation means Is 
generated at the penod which is detennined in response to the condition of the communication resources 
[0041] In the first information processing apparatus, the first infomriation processing method, the first program and 
the first recording medium according to the present invention, the current receiving quality in the communication ap- 
paratus IS estimated based on both the receiving quality message transmitted form the communication apparatus at 
the first interval and the power control information transmitted at the second interval shorter than the firet interval 
[(M)42] In the first communication apparatus, the first communication method, the second program and the second 
recording medium according to the present Invention, a receiving quality thereof is obtained based on the signal re- 
ceived fomn the information processing apparatus for generating the receiving quality message indicating the receiving 
quality as well as the power control Information for requesting transmission power adjustment of the information 
processing apparatus. And the receiving quality message Is inserted into the transmission signal to the Information 
processing apparatus so that the receiving quality message is transmitted at the first inten^al and the power control 
infomiation is inserted into the transmission signal so that It Is transmitted at the second Interval shorter than the first 
interval. 

[0043] In the first communication system and the first communication method according to the present invention the 
receiving quality of the communication apparatus is obtained based on the receiving signal received form an infomiation 
processing apparatus for generating the receiving quality message Indicating the receiving quality as well as generating 
the power control information to request transmission power adjustment of the information processing apparatus And 
the receiving quality message is inserted Into the transmission signal to the information processing apparatus at the 
first interval and the power control infomiation is Inserted into the transmission signal at the second interval shorter 
than the first interval. 

[0044] In the first communication system and the second communication method according to the present invention 
the receiving quality in the communication apparatus is obtained based on the receiving signal received frojn the 
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information processing apparatus for generating the receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality as well 
as the power control information for requesting transmission power adjustment of the information processing apparatus. 
- And the receiving quality message is inserted into the transmission s^nal to the information processing apparatus to 
be transmitted at the first interval and the power control infonnation is inserted into the transmission signal to be trans- 
5 mitted at the second interval shorter than the first interval. On the other hand, in the information processing apparatus, 
the current receiving quality in the communication apparatus is estimated based on both the receiving quality message 
and the power control information. 

[0045] In the second infonnation processing apparatus, the second information processing method, the third program 
and the third recording medium according to the present invention , acquired are the mode request message transmitted 
10 from the communication apparatus at the first interval and the power control information to request adjustment of the 
transmission power transmitted form the communication apparatus at the second inten/al shorter than the first interval. 
And the transmission mode of the commuhicaitfon apparatus is set based on both the mode request message and the 
power control infonnation, 

[0046] In the second communication apparatus, the third communication method, the fourth program and the fourth 

15 recording medium according to the present invention, the receiving quality is obtained i3a5ed on the receiving signal 
received fonm the infonnation processing apparatus for generating the mode request message indicating the requesting 
transmission mode and the power control- infonnation requesting transmission power adjustment of the infonnation 
processing apparatus based on the receiving quality. And the mode request message is inserted into the transmission 
signal lo the information processing apparatus to be transmitted at the first interval and the power control information 

20 is inserted into the transmission signal at the second inten^al shorter than the first interval, 

[0047] In the second communication system and the fourth communication method according to the present inven- 
tion, the receiving quality in the communication apparatus is obtained based on the receiving signal received from the 
information processing apparatus for generating the mode request message indicating the requesting transmission 
mode and the power control information for requesting transmission power adjustment of the information processing 

25 apparatus based on the receiving quality. And the mode request message is inserted into the transmission signal to 
the information processing apparatus to be transmitted at the first interval and the power control information is inserted 
into the transmission signal to be transmitted at the second interval shorter than the first inten/al. On the other hand, 
in the information processing apparatus, acquired from the communication apparatus are the mode request message 
to be transmitted at the first interval and the power control information to be transmitted at the second interval. And 

30 the transmission mode to the communication apparatus is set based on both the mode request message and the power 
control infonnation. 

[0048] In the third infonnation processing apparatus accordingto the present invention, the receiving quality message 
indicating the receiving quality as obtained in the communication apparatus and transmitted from the communication 
apparatus at every predetermined number of frames is acquired for estimating the current receiving quality of the 

35 communication apparatus based on the receiving quality message. 

[0049] In the third communication apparatus according to the present invention, a receiving quality thereof is obtained 
at every predetermined number of frames based on the receiving signal received from the infonnation processing 
apparatus for generating the receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality. And the receiving quality mes- 
sage is inserted into the transmission signal to the infonnation processing apparatus at every predetemriined number 

^0 of frames. 

[0050] In the fourth Information processing apparatus according to the present invention, when the communication 
apparatus is under the soft hand-off condition, the receiving quality message obtained in the communication apparatus 
indicating the receiving quality and transmitted at every predetermined frame is acquired for estimating the current 
receiving quality of the communication apparatus based only on the receiving quality message. 
45 [0051] In the fourth communication apparatus according to the present Invention, when under the soft hand-off con- 
dition, a receiving quality thereof is obtained at every predetermined frame for generating the receiving quality message 
indicating the receiving quality. And the receiving quality message is inserted into the transmission signal lo the infor- 
mation processing apparatus at every predetermined frame. 

[0052] In the first receiving quality message report controlling method according to the present invention, judgment 
so is made whether or not the communication apparatus is under the soft hand-off condition and the period of receiving 
quality message report in the communication apparatus is set in response to the soft hand-off condition. 
[0053] In the fifth infonnation processing apparatus according to the present invention, acquired is the receiving 
quality message indicating the receiving quality obtained in the communication apparatus and transmitted fonm the 
communication apparatus at a predetermined frequency. The current receiving quality of the communication apparatus 
55 is estimated based on the receiving quality message. In this case, if the communication apparatus is under the soft 
hand-off condition, the receiving quality message is acquired more frequently than in any other condition. 
[0054] In the fifth communication apparatus according to the present invention, a receiving quality thereof is obtained 
at a predetennined frequency based on the receiving signal received from the infonnation processing apparatus for 
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generating the receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality. And the receiving quality message is inserted 
into the transmission signal to the information processing apparatus. In this case, if the communication apparatus is 
under the soft hand-off condition, the receiving quality message is generated more frequently than under other condi- 
tions. 

5 [0055] In the second receiving quality message report controlling method according to the present invention, com- 
munication resources condition for communication with the communication apparatus is recognized for setting the 
interval for the receiving quality message report in the communication apparatus. 

[0056] In the sixth Infomnation processing apparatus according to the present invention, the receiving quality message 
indicating the receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality is recognized as obtained in the communication 
10 apparatus and transmitted from the communication ^apparatus at a predetermined frequency The cun-ent receiving 
quality in the communication apparatus i^ estimated based on the receiving quality message. In this case, the interval 
of transmitting the receiving quality message from the communication apparatus is detemiined based on the condition 
of the communication resources. 

[0057] In the sixth communication apparatus according to the present invention, a receiving quality thereof based 
>5 on the receiving signal received from the infomnation processing apparatus at a predetemriined frequency for generating 
the receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality may be obtained. In addition, the receiving quality mes- 
sage is inserted into the transmission sigt)al to the Infomiation processing apparatus at the predetermined frequency. 
In this case, the receiving quality message Is generated at the interval that is detemiined in response to the condition 
of the communication resources. 

20 

Brief Description of Drawings 



FIG.1 is an example of construction of the communication system to which the present invention is applied. 
FIG.2 is a diagram showing data communicated between mobile terminal 1 and base station 2. 
FIG.3 is a block diagram showing an example of construction of the base station 2. 
F1G.4 are illustrations for describing QPSK and 16QAM 
FIG 5 is a table for showing the coded modulation mode. 

FIG.6 is a block diagram showing an example of the adaptive modulation and coding unit 14. 
FIG.7 is a diagram showing a way of allocating communication resources. 
FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing an example of mobile tenninal 1 . 

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing the construction of one embodiment of the communication system to which the present 
invention is applied. 

FIG.1 0 is a diagram showing data fonmats for upstream and downstream. 
FIG. 11 is a block diagram of one example of mobile tenninal 61 . 

FIG.1 2 is a flowchart for describing receiving quality estimation procedure in DSCH channel. 
FtG.13 is a flowchart for describing power control infomiation generation procedure in DPGH channel. 
FIG. 1 4 is a block diagram of one example of base station 62. r 
FIG. 15 is an illustration for describing the processing in receiving quality judgment unit 85. 
FIG.1 6 is a flowchart for describing receiving quality judgment procedure. 

FIG.1 7 is an illustration for describing the time interval of accumulating power control Information in accumulation 
unit 84. 

FIG.1 8 is an illustration for describing the processing in receiving quality Judgment unit 86. 

FIG. 19 is a graph illustrating the simulation result. 

FIG.20 is a block diagram of an example of control unit 86. 

FIG.21 is a flowchart for describing the resource allocation procedure. 

FIG.22 is an illustration of the communication system for transmitting mode request messages from mobile termi- 
nals to base station. 

FIG.23 is an illustration of data between mobile terminal 101 and base station 102.. 
FIG. 24 is a block diagram of an example of base station 102. 
FIG. 25 is a block diagram of an example of mobile terminal 101 . 

FIG.26 is a graph showing the relationship between modulation coding modes and receiving quality en-or rate 
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FIG.27 is diagram illustrating another communication system to which the present invention is applied. 

FIG.28 is a block diagram of an example of base station 131 . 

FIG 29 is a chart describing the processing in mode setting unit 141 . 

FIG.30 is a flowchart describing mode setting processing in mode setting unit 141 . 
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FIG.31 is a chart describing the time interval of accumulating power control information in accumulation unit 84. 
FIG.32 is a diagram for describing soft hand-off condition. 
FIG.33 is a diagram for describing soft hand-off condition. 
FIG.34 is a diagram for describing soft hand-off condition. 

FtG.35 is a diagram for describing report frequency setting of receiving quality message in case of soft hand-off 
condition. 

FIG.36 is a diagram for describing soft hand-off condition. 
FIG.37 is a diagram for describing soft hand-off conditions. 

FIG.38 is a diagram for describing report frequency setting of receiving quality message In case of soft hand-off 



FtG.39 is a block diagram of an example of base station controlling station 303. 

FIG.40 is a diagram illustrating the way of transmitting interference amount from base station 302 to base station 
controlling station 303. 

FIG 41 is a flowchart for describing the report frequency control procedure. 
FIG.42 is a block diagram showing another example of base station 131. 
FIG.44 is a flowchart of threshold control procedure in threshold control unit 151. 
FIG.44 is a flowchart of threshold control procedure in threshold control unit 151 . 

FIG.45 is a block diagram of an example of a construction for an embodiment of a computer to which the present 
invention is applied. 



Best Mode of Implementing the Invention 

. [0059] FIG. 1 shows an example of the construction of a communfcation system (the term "system" herein shall mean 
a logrcal combination of a plurality of apparatus in a single compartment or separate compartments) utilizing the AMCS 
^5 communication system to which the present invention is applied. 

; [0060] Mobile temninals 1 ^ to I3 are, e.g., cellular phones or other PDAs (Personal Digital Assistance) designed for 
communication with base station 2 in the AMCS communication system. 

[0061] It is to be noted that mobile terminals 1 ^ to 1 3 are referred to as the mobile terminal 1 hereunder as long as 
they need not be distinguished. 

30 [0062] Base station 2 controls by means of wireless communication in the AMCS communication system with mobile 
temriinal 1 within the service area or the cell covered by the base station 2. In other words, transmission bandwidth 
and other communication resources for perfomriing communication are allocated to the mobile terminal 1 . In this way* 
e.g., data from other mobile terminal (not shown) transmitted from another base station (not shown), Web page data 
from intemet WWW (World Wkje Web) server, mails from a male server, etc. are received and transmitted to the mobile 

35 terminal 1. Alternatively, base station 2 receives data transmitted fomi, e.g., mobile terminal 1 for transmission to 
another base station or the designated network such as the Internet. 

[0063] The AMCS communication between the mobile temiinal 1 and the base station 2 is realized in the manner, 
e.g., as illustrated in FIG.2. 

, [0064] The data transmission from the mobile terminal 1 to the base station 2 is defined as "up" while that from the 
40 base station 2 to the mobile tennlnal 1 is defined as "down". 

[0065] As illustrated in FIG.2 (A), the base station 2 perfomis adaptive modulation coding, e.g., at a predetermined 
frame rate and transmits data to the mobile terminal 1 using a selected downstream channel (data channel). Since 
coding rate and multi-level modulation factor vary in frame rate in the AMCS communication system, the base station 
*2 transmits to the mobile terminal 1 transmission parameters indicating the coding rate and the multi-level modulation 
45 -factor in the next preceding frame in the data channel through another downstream channel (control channel) perfonm- 
*^lng modulation and coding by the fixed coding rate and multi-level modulation factor as shown in FIG.2 (B). By receiving 
4he transmission parameters, the mobile terminal 1 recognizes the coding rale and the multi-level modulation factor in 
the subsequent frame in the data channel to perform demodulation and decoding for the next subsequent frame to be 
transmitted from the base station 2 in the data channel. 
so [0066] As described hereinabove, the base station 2 perfonns adaptive modulation and coding based on the receiving 
quality in the mobile terminal 1 . 

[0067] For this end, the mobile temninal 1 determines the receiving quality of the signal transmitted from the base 
station 2 and transmit to the base station 2 a receiving quality message (transmission parameter request message for 
the next subsequent data frame) through a selected upstream channel (control channel) as illustrated in FIG.2 (C). 
S5 The base station 2 recognizes the current receiving quality of the mobile tennlnal 1 based on the receiving quality 
message and determines the mode of coding rate and multi-level modulation factor corresponding to the receiving 
quality (transmission mode which is refen-ed to as modulation coding mode hereunder). Then, as illustrated in FIG.2 
(B). the base station 2 transmits the modulation coding mode to the mobile temiinal 1 and transmits the next subsequent 
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frame to the mobile terminal 1 in accordance with the coding rate and multi-level modulation factor correspondinq to 
the modulation coding mode. 

[0068] FIG.3 shows an example of the base station 2 as lllusttBted in FIG.1 . 

[0069] Distribution unit 1 1 receives packet data from other mobile terminals or the like through e g another base 
station. The distribution unit 11 distributes the packet data depending on addressed users and supplies to the buffers 
^2„. In other words, the distribution unit 11 firstly allocates the user addressed in the packed data to one of N buffers 
12, to 12„ not allocated to any user. Subsequently, the distribution unit 11 supplies the packet data addressed to each 
user to the buffer 12„ allocated to the user. 

[0070] It is to be noted that the buffer 12„ is released as a free buffer so as to be allocated to other user when the 
communication link with the user allocated to the byffer 12n is disconnected. 
[0071] The buffer 12„ is a so-called f;IFO (farst-in first-out) type buffer and sequentialV stores packet data supplied 
from the distribution unit 11. And the packet data stored therein are sequentially read out by selection unit 13 
[0072] In other words, the selection unit 13 selects either one of the buffers 12„ allocated to the addressed user 
under the control of control unit 22 and supplies the read-out packet data stored in the buffer 1 2„ to adapth/e modulation 
'5 and coding unit 14. n i- 

[0073] The adaptive modulation and coding unit 14 encodes the packet data from the selection unit 13 in the coding 
method of the corresponding coding rate in accordance with the modulation coding mode supplied thereto from the 
control unit 22 and modulates the coded data in the modulation method of the corresponding multi-level modulation 
factor. The resulting modulated signal is supplied to spread unit 15. 

[0074] Modulation methods of different multi-level modulation factor include, e.g., QPSK (Quadrature Phase Shift 
Keying), 16QAM (Quadrature Amplitude Modulation), etc. 
[0075] In the case of the QPSK, 2 bits of the coded data are mapped to one symbol of 4 symbols on a plane defined 
by an in-phase component (I signal) and a quadrature component (Q signal) as shown in FIG.4 (A). On the other hand 
in case of the 1 6QAM, 4 bits in the coded data arc mapped to one symbol of 16 symbols on the plane defined by the 
25 I signal and the Q signal. 

[0076] As a result, even if the symbol rate for transmitting symbols is constant, the amount of transmission data per 
unit time IS greater in the 16QAM than in the QPSK. However, the distance between symbols in the 1 6QAH/I is shorter 
than in the QPSK This means that the noise characteristic in the QPSK is better than in the 16QAM 
[0077] In other words, the QPSK transmits less data but provides better resistance to noise while the 16QAM is less 
30 resistance to noise but can transmit more data (increases data rate) . 

[0078] On the other hand, other coding methods of different coding rates include, e.g. . turbo coding of R = 1/2 and 3/4 
[0079] It has to be noted that R represents the coding rate and R = x / y means x bits of data is coded into y bits data 
by addmg (y - x) redundancy bits. As a result, the R = 1 / 2 coding includes 1 bit data and 1 redundancy bit while the 
H = 3 / 4 coding includes 3 data bits and 1 redundancy bit. 

[0080] Accordingly, R = 1 / 2 coding includes more redundancy bits In the data bit as compared to R = 3 / 4 coding 
thereby decreasing data transmission rate (amount of real data) but Improving error correction perfomiance On the 
other hand, R = 3 / 4 coding includes less redundancy bits In the data as compared to R = 1 / 2 coding therebv 
decreasing error con-ection perfomiance but increasing data transmisston amount. 

[0081 J In the adaptive modulatton and coding unit 1 4, the aforementtoned 2 types of modulation metfiods and 2 types 
coding rnethods are suitably selected to provide, e.g., 3 modulation coding modes # 0. # 1 and # 2 as shown In the 

laDle in FIG .5. 

[0082] In other words, in the modulation coding mode # 0, coding is made by the R = 1 / 2 and modulation is made 
K """^"'a^o" °°<'*"g "lode # 1 , coding Is made by the R = 1 / 2 and the modulation is made by the 
r^^t '"0'*"'a"o" coding mode # 2. coding is made by R = 3 / 4 and modulation is made by the 1 6QAM 

[0083] In this case, data transmission amount increases in the order of the modulation coding modes # 0 # 1 and # 
2, but the resistance to noise Increases in the opposite order, or the modulation coding mode # 2 # 1 and '# 0 
[OOM] As a result, the control unit 22 sets the modulation coding mode to # 0. enabling fast data transmission in the 
sacrifice of resistance to noise if the quality of the transmission path is good. Conversely, in case of poor quality of the 
transmission path, the control unit 22 sets the modulation coding mode to #2 for improving resistance to noise in the 
sacnfice of the data rate. If the quality of the transmission path is not good but not so bad, the control unit 22 sets the 
modulation coding mode to # 1 . 

''^^f^^'''"^ ^" ^'^«'^P"= °' 'he adaptive modulatton and coding unit 1 4 having the 3 modulation coding modes 
# 0, # 1 and # 2 as shown in FIG.5. 

[0086] Switch 31 is designed to receive the packet data derived from the selection unit 13 and selects either one of 
temiinals 31 A, 31 B or 31 C in response to the modulation coding mode supplied from the control unit 22. In other words 
Z^^^ Tu^ modulation coding mode # 0, # 1 or # 2, the switch 31 selects the terminal 31 A, 31 B or 31 C respectively.' 
0087] The ternimal 31 A is connected to encoder 32A. thereby supplying the packet data from the selectbn unit 13 
to the encoder 32A when the temiinal 31 A is selected by the switch 31 . The encoder 32A encodes the packet data 
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supplied thereto from the terminal 31 A by the R = 1 / 2 coding method and supplies the resulting coded data to modulator 
33A. The modulator 33A modulates the coded data from the encoder 32A by the QPSK modulation and supplies the 
. resulting modulated signal to terminal 34A of a switch 34. Aocordingty. in the modulation coding mode If 0. the packet 
data is coded by the R = 1/2 coding method and modulated by the QPSK modulation as described hereinabove. 
5 [0088] Connected to the terminal 316 is encoder 32B for supplying the packet data from the selection unit to the 
encoder 326 when the temiinal 31 6 is selected by the switch 31 . The encoder 328 encodes the packet data supplied 
from the temiinal 31 8 by the R = 1 / 2 coding method and supplies the resulting coded signal to a modulator 336. The 
' modulator 338 modulates the coded data from the encoder 328 by the 16QAM modulation. The resulting modulated 
signal is supplied to terminal 348 of the switch 34. Accordingly, in the modulation coding mode #1 , the packet data is 
10 coded by the R = 1 / 2 coding method and modulated<by the 1 6QAM modulation as described hereinabove. 

^ [0089] The terminal 31C is connected to encoder 32C. thereby supplying the packet data from the selection unit 13 
to the encoder 32C when the temiinal 31 C is selected. The encoder 32C encodes the packet data supplied from the 
temninal 31 C by the R = 3 / 4 coding method and supplying the resulting coded data to modulator 33C. The modulator 
33C modulates the coded data from the encoder 32C by the 1 6QAM modulation and the resulting modulated signal is 
15 supplied to terminal 34C of the switch 34. Accordingly, in the modulation coding mode # 2, the packet data is encoded 
f by the R = 3 / 4 coding method and modulated by the 1 6QAM as described hereinabove. 

*[0090] Similar to the switch 31, the switch! 34 selects either one of the terminals 34A, 346 and 34C In response to 
the modulation coding mode supplied from the control unit 22. In other words, the switch 34 selects the temiinal 34A. 
346 or 34C in case of the modulation coding mode # 0, # 1 or # 2, respectively. 
^ [0091] As a result, the switch 34 provides the modulated signal as coded and modulated in accordance with the 
modulation coding mode. 

[0092] According to the adaptive modulation and coding as described hereinabove, since the packet data is proc- 
essed by the coding rate and the modulation factor depending on the quality of the transmission path, the packet data 
may be transmitted efficiently. 

25 [0093] It is to be noted that the encoders 32A and 328 in FIG.6 may be a common encoder. Similarly, the modulators 
336 and 33C may be a common modulator. 

[0094] Supplied to the spread unit 15 are not only the modulated signal from the adaptive modulation and coding 
unit 14 but also a modulated output from modulation unit 27. 

[0095] In other words . in case of supplying an audio data from another mobile terminal by way of another base station . 
30 such audio data is supplied to coding unit 25 which encodes the data at a fixed coding rate. The resulting coded data 

is supplied to multiplexing unit 26. 

[0096] The multiplexing unit 26 multiplexes the coded data from the coding unit 25 and a coded data supplied from 
coding unit 24 whk^h will be described hereinafter. The resulting multiplexed data is supplied to the modulation unit 27. 
The modulation unit 27 modulates the multiplexed data from the multiplexing unit 26 at a fixed modulation factor and 

35 the resulting modulated signal is supplied to the spread unit 15. 

[0097] In the above manner, the spread unit 15 receives the modulated signal from the adaptive modulation and 
coding unit 1 4, the modulated signal from the modulation unit 27 and a pilot signal. The spread unit 1 5 spreads spectrum 
the modulated signal from the adaptive modulation and coding unit 14, the modulated signal from the modulation unit 
27 and the pilot signal respectively by different spread code within the same frequency bandwidth. The resulting spread 

40 .'spectrum signal is supplied to transmitter/receiver unit 16. 

[0098] The transmitter/receiver unit 1 6 perfomis amplification and other necessary processing onto the spread spec- 
^trum signal from the spread unit 1 5 before being supplied to antenna 1 7 for transmission in a radio wave. 
-^[0099] The antenna 17 also receives radio wave transmitted from the mobile tenminals 1 . And the resulting spread 
.spectrum signal in fonm of radio wave is supplied to the transmitter/receiver unit 16. The transmitter/receiver unit 16 

^5 amplifies the spread spectaim signal from the antenna 1 7 and supplies to reverse spread unit 18. The reverse spread 
unit 18 perfonns reverse spectrum spreading the spread spectrum signal from the transmitter/receiver unit 16. The 
resulting modulated signal is supplied to demodulation unit 19. 

^[0100] The demodulation unit 1 9 demodulates the modulated signal from the reverse spectrum spread signal 1 8 to 
output various data such as the packet data, the audio data, etc. The various data derived from the demodulation unit 
50 19 are transmitted to, e.g., another base station. 

[0101] The data derived from the demodulation unit 19 by demodulation is also supplied to a receiving quality bit 
extraction unit 20. 

[0102] As described above by reference to FIG .2, the signal transmitted from the mobile temriinals 1 contains the 
receiving quality message. The receiving quality bit extraction unit 20 extracts the bits corresponding to the receiving 
55 quality message contained in the data from the demodulator 1 9 and such data is supplied to receiving quality judgment 
unit 21. 

[0103] The receiving quality judgment unit 21 makes judgment of the receiving quality of the radio wave from the 
base station 2. i.e.. the quality of the transmission path of the mobile temriinals 1 based on the receiving quality message 
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from the receiving quality bit extraction unit 20. The judgment result is supplied to the control unit 22. 
[0104] The control unit 22 sets the modulation coding mode based on the receiving quality judgment result from the 
receiving quality judgment unit21 . The modulation coding mode is supplied to both the adaptive modulation and coding 
unit 14 and control data generation unit 23. 
5 [0105] As described hereinabove, the adaptive modulation and coding unit 14 performs adaptive modulation coding 
of the packet data supplied from the selection unit 13 in response to the modulation coding mode supplied from the 
control unit 22. 

[0106] On the other hand, the control data generation unit 23 generates the modulation method corresponding to 
the modulation coding mode from the control unit 22, the message (the abovementioned transmission parameters) 
'0 and other control data necessaiy to control the mobjie temiinal 1 . And such data is supplied to coding unit 24 The 
coding unit 24 encodes the control dala.fEom the control data generation unit 23 at a fixed coding rate and provides 
the resulting coded data. The coded data from the coding unit 24 b supplied to the multiplexing unit 26 and is multiplexed 
with the coded data from the coding unit 25 as described hereinabove. 

[0107] It is to be noted that the control unit 22 also controls the selection unit 13. As described hereinabove by 
« reference to FIG.7, the selection unit 1 3 selectively reads out the packet data stored in the buffer 12„ under control of 
the control unit 22 and the packet data is supplied to the adaptive modulation and coding unit 1 4. As a result the read- 
out packet data from the selection unit 13 is transmitted to the mobile temiinal of the addressed user of the packet 
data. Accordingly, since selection by the selection unit 13 corresponds to allocation of the communkatton resources 
to the mobile terminal of the addressed user of the packet data, the conlrol unit 22 can be set to control allocation of 
^0 the communteation resources. 

[0108] In FIG.7 having a single channel as the downstream line for the packet data transmission of the base station 
2, Illustrated is allocation of the communication resources in a time sharing manner to the mobile terminals 1 , to 1, 
(users # 1 to # 3) for transmission of the packet data addressed to the users # 1 to # 3 of the mobile tenninals 1 . to 1 , 
[01 09] Next, illustrated in FIG.8 is tho construction of an example of the mobile tonninal 1 in FIG.8. 
[01 10] A radio wave from the base station 2 is received by antenna 41 and the received signal is supplied to trans- 
mitter/receiver unit 42. The transmitter/receiver unit 42 provides amplification and other necessary processing of the 
received signal from the antenna 41 before being supplied to reverse spread unit 43. The reverse spread unit 43 
performs reverse spectrum spreading of the spread spectrum signal orthe received signal from the transmitter/receiver 
unit 42. As a result, obtained are the pilot signal, the adaptive modulated and coded data (corresponding to the output 
data from the adaptive modulation and coding unit 14 in FIG.3) and the data modulated by a fixed coding rate and a 
fixed modulation factor (conresponding to the output data from the modulation unit 27 in FIG.3) 
[0111] The pilot signal is supplied to a CPICH receiving quality estimation unit 50. the adaptively modulated and 
coded data is supplied to data demodulation unit 49. Also, the data modulated by a fixed coding rate and a fixed 
modulation factor is supplied to demodulation unit 44. 

[0112] The demodulation unit 44 demodulates the data coded by a fixed coding rate and a fixed modulation factor 
from the reverse spread unit 43 and the resulting coded data is supplied to control data separation unit 45 The control 
data separation unit 45 separates the coded data of the control data from the coded data supplied from demodulation 
unit 44 to be supplied to control data demodulation unit 47 while supplying the remaining coded data to demodulation 
unit 46. The demodulation unit 46 demodulates the coded data from the control data separation unit 45 for providing 
w the resulting signal such as, e.g., an audio signal. 

[01 13] The control data decoding unit 47 decodes the coded data supplied from the control data separatron unit 45 
to provide the control data which is supplied to control unit 48. The control unit 48 controls data demodulation/decoding 
unit 49 in accordance with the message indk:ating the modulatton method and coding method included in the control 
data from the control data decoding unit 47. 

[01 14] In other words, the data demodulation/decoding unit 49 demodulates the adaptively modulated and coded 
data from the reverse spread unit 44 by the demodulation method In accordance with the control from the control unit 
48. Additionally, the data resulting from the demodulation is decoded by the decoding method in accordance with the 
control from the control unit 48. And the data demodulatfon/decoding unit 49 outputs the packet data obtained as a 
result of the decoding. 

[0115] On the other hand, a CPICH receiving quality estimation unit 50 estimates the receiving quality of the adap- 
tively modulated and coded data based on the pilot signal (the pilot signal from the CPICH channel which will be 
described hereinafter) from tho reverse spread unit 43. The receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality 
IS supplied to a receiving quality bit insertion u nit 5 1 . 

[0116] Supplied to the receiving quality bit insertion unit 51 are the receiving quality message from the CPICH re- 
ceiving quality estimation unit 50, the packet data to be transmitted from the mobile terminal 1 and other transmission 
data such as the audio data. The receiving quality bit insertion unit 51 inserts a series of bits corresponding to the 
receiving quality message into a predetennined position in the transmission data to be supplied to modulation unit 52 
after necessary encoding. 
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[0117] The modulation unit 52 modulates the data from the receiving quality bit insertion unit 51 by a fixed modulation 
factor. And the modulation unit 52 supplies the resulting modulated signal to the spread unit 53. 
' [0118] The spread unit 53 perfomis spectrum spreading on the modulated signal from the modulation unit 52 to 
obtain the spread spectrum signal which is supplied to the transmitter/receiver unit 42. The transmitter/receiver unit 
5 42 performs amplification and other necessary processing on the spread spectrum signal from the spread unit 53 for 
transmission from the antenna 41 as a radio wave. 

[Ol19] Incidentally, the conrvDunication by adaptive modification and coding is achieved by the base station 2 that 
detennines the modulation coding mode based on the receiving quality message transmitted from the mobile terminal 
1 as described hereinabove. 

10 [01 20] However, there is a considerable delay time from the time when the mobile temninal 1 determines the receiving 
quality until the base station 2 recognizes^the receiving quality because the base station 2 must receive the receiving 
quality message indicating the receiving quality as welt as demodulating and decoding the message. 
[0121] As a result, when the base station 2 recognized the receiving quality indicated by the receiving quality mes- 
sage, the current receiving quality of the mobile tenminal 1 might have changed, thereby disabling to select the optimum 

15 modulation coding mode and degrading the transmission efficiency. 

[0122] This problem is particularly significant when the transmission path characteristic varies suddenly in such a 
case as, e.g., the user of the mobile termirYal 1 moving at a high speed in a train or the like. 

[0123] On the other hand, from the transmission efficiency point of view, it is preferable to increase the interval of 
transmitting the receiving quality message from the mobile terminal 1. However, in such case, the current receiving 
^ quality of the mobile terminal may largely differ from the receiving quality message indicated by the receiving quality 
message, thereby preventing the transmission efficiency by the adaptive modulation and coding from being improved. 
[0124] Now, illustrated in FIG.9 is the construction of an. embodiment of the communication system to which the 
present invention is applied. 

[0125] The communication system in FIG.9 comprises 3 mobile tenminals 61 ^ to 61 3 and base station 62. Commu- 
PS nication between the mobile temninals 61 ^ to 61 3 and the base station 62 is performed by the AMCS communication 
system, e.g., W-CDMA system. 

[0126] The mobile terminals 61 , to 61 3 are, e.g., cellular phones or other PDAs similar to the mobile terminal 1 in 
FIG.1 and communicate with the base station 62 by the W-CDMA communication utilizing the AMCS communication 
system. 

'^0 [0127] In FtG .9. only 3 mobile temninals 61 ^ to 61 3 are shown, but it is to be noted that the number of mobile terminals 

is not restricted. 

[0128] Note that the mobile terminals 61 1 to 61 3 are refen^ed to as the mobile tenninals 61 hereunder if individual 
mobile tenninals need not to be distinguished. 

[0129] The base station 62 controls the mobile tenminals 61 within the area covered thereby (cell)*by the W-CDMA 
35 communication employing the AMCS communication system. In other words, the communication bandwidth and other 
communication resources for pertonming communication are allocated to the mobile terminals 61 for receiving data 
transmitter from, e.g., another mobile terminal (not shown) through another base station, Web page data from the 
internet www sen/er, or mails from a mail server. Also, the base station 2 receives the data transmitted from, e.g., 
mobile tenninals 61 for transmission to another base station or a predetermined network such as the Internet. 
40 [0130] Now, illustrated in FIG.10 is the data fomiat of the communication between the mobile tenninals 61 and the 
base station 62. 

. [0131] It is to be noted that the communication between the mobile tenminals 61 and the base station 62 is performed 
by the W-CDMA system. Illustrated in FIG.1 0 is a part of channel as specified by the 3GPP (3rd Generation Partnership 
Project) of the W-CDMA system. 
^5 [0132] The upstream line used fordata transmission from the mobileterminals 61 and the base station 62 has DPDCH 
(Dedicated Physk^al data Channel) channel and DPCCH (Dedicated Physical Control Channel) channel as illustrated 
in FIG.1 0(A). 

[0133] DPDCH channel and DPCCH channel consist of slots each having a minimum unit of approximately 0.667ms. 
For example, 5 or 15 slots (approximately 3.33ms or 10ms) constitute a frame. 
so [01 34] DPDCH channel has data sections In which actual data of the packet data and the audio data to be transmitted 
fonm the mobile tenninal 61 to the base station 62 are disposed. Furthermore, disposed in the data section in the 
DPDCH channel is the receiving quality message. 

[0135] DPCCH channel includes a pilot section and a TPC section. The pilot signal is disposed in the pilot section 
while a power control information which will be described hereinafter is disposed In the TPC (Transmit Power Control) 
55 section. 

[0136] The data disposed in DPDCH channel is allocated to the I signal while the data disposed in DPCCH channel 
is allocated to the O signal. 

[0137] The downstream line used for data transmission from the base station 62 to the mobile terminals 61 has 
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DPCH (Dedicated Physical Channel) channel.. DSCH (Down link Shard Channel) channel and CPICH (Common Pilot 
Channel) channel as illustrated in FIG. 10 (B). Similar to DPDCH channel and DPCCH channel as described herein- 
above in FIG. 10 (A) DPCH channel. DSCH channel and CPICH channel consist of slots each having the minimum 
unit of approximately 0.667ms. For example. 5 or 15 slots constitute 1 frame. 

[0138] Although the frames to be transmitted in the upstream line channel and the downstream line channel need 
not comprise identical number of slots, it is assumed that the frames to be transmitted in the upstream line and the 
downstream line channels are identical in this embodiment for ease of description. In other words, the upstream line 
and the downstream line have identical frame length. 

[0139] DPCH channel, DSCH channel and CPICH channel are transmitted in parallel (simultaneously) by spectrum 
spreading of different spread coding. 

[0140] DPCH channel includes^a control section and a data section. Disposed in the control section are the modu- 
lation coding mode and other control data while disposed in the data section is the audio data or the like. Also disposed 
in the control section in DPCH channel is the pilot signal as the control data. 

[0141] DSCH channel has a data section in which the adaptively modulated and coded data is disposed. 
[0142] CPICH channel has a pilot section in which the pilot signal is disposed. 

[0143] Note that the pilot signal disposed in CPICH channel is spectrum spread by different spread coding from 
DPCH channel so as to be transmitted ia-parallel with the data disposed in the data section in DPCH channel On the 
contrary, the pilot signal disposed in the control section in DPCH channel is transmitted by time multiplexing with the 
data disposed in the data section in DPCH channel. 

[0144] In order to distinguish the pilot signal disposed in the CPICH channel from the pilot signal disposed in the 
control section in DPCH channel, the pilot signal disposed in CPICH channel is refen-ed to as the common pilot signal 
and the pilot signal disposed in the control section in D PCH channel is referred to as the Individual pilot signal hereunder. 
In FIG.3 (similarly to FIGs.14, 24, 28 and 42 described hereinafter), the pilot signal applied to the spread unit 15 is the 
common pilot signal. 

[0145] Now, illustrated in FIG, 11 Is the constmction of the mobile terminal 61 in FIG.9. In FIG.11, the units corre- 
sponding to those in FIG.1 have the same reference numerals and their descriptions will be omitted. In other words, 
the mobile temiinal 61 in FIG.11 comprises individual pilot separation unit 71 , DPCH receiving quality estimation unit 
72, power control bit generation unit 73 and power control bit insertion unit 74 in addition to the mobile terminals 1 in 

FIG.8. 

[0146] Supplied to the individual pilot separation unit 71 Is a signal in DPCH channel from the reverse spread unit 
43. The individual pilot separation unit 71 supplies the signal in DPCH channel to the demodulation unit 44 and also 
separates the individual pilot signal from the signal in DPCH channel to supply it to the DPCH receiving quality esti- 
mation unit 72. 

[01 47] The DPCH receiving quality estimation unit 72 estimates the receiving quality of the signal in DPCH channel 

for, e.g., every slot based on the individual pilot signal from the individual pilot separation unit 71 . 

[014S] Assuming that symbols of the individual pilot signal included in 1 slot in DPCH channel are p[1 ], p[2]. -,p[N], 

the DPCH receiving quality estimation unit 72 calculates a signal component S and an interference component I, e.g., 

in accordance with the following expressions and also calculates the receiving quality of the signal in DPCH channel 

SIRdpch: 

l = 1/NXZ(p[nl-P3^j2 
Pave = 1/NXSp[n] 



SIRdpch=S/I (1) 

[0149] It is to be noted that the symbol I means summation by varying the variable n from 1 to N. 
[0150] In the above manner, the signal quality estimation unit 72 calculates the receiving quality SIRqpch of the 
signal in DPCH channel in every slot and supplies the receiving quality to the power control bit generation unit 73. 
[0151] The power control bit generation unit 73 generates the power control infonnation for requesting the transmis- 
sion power adjustment in DPCH channel of the base station 62 based on the receiving quality SIR^pcH from the DPCH 
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receiving estimation unit 72. 

[0152] In other words, the power control bit generation unit 73 compares the receiving quality SIRqpch with a pre- 
' determined threshold value e. If the receiving quality SIRqpch 's greater than the threshold value e. the power control 
bit generation unit 73 sets the 1 bit flag TPC to, e.g.. 0 as the power control infomiation for requesting to reduce the 
s transmission power in DPCH channel by 1dB. On the other hand, if the receiving quality SIRqpch is lower than a 
predetermined threshold value e. the power control bit generation unit 73 sets the 1 bit flag TPC to 1 as the power 
control infonmation for requesting the transmisston power of DPCH channel by 1dB. 

[01 53] In the above manner, the power control bit generation unit 73 sets the value to the power control information 
TPC that is supplied to the power control bit insertion unit 74. 

10 [0154] The power control bit insertion unit 74 is designed to receive the power control infonr^ation TPC from the 
power control bit generation unit 73 as well as a transmission data from the receiving quality bit insertion unit 51 . The 
power control bit insertion unit 74 inserts 1 bit corresponding to the power control information TPC at a predetermined 
location in the transmission data from the receiving quality bit insertion unit 51 before being supplied to the modulation 
unit 52. In other words, the power control bit insertion unit 74 places the power control information TPC at the TPC 

15 section in DPCCH channel of DPDCH channel and DPCCH channel as shown in FIG. 10 (A) and such signal is supplied 
to the nrK)dulation unit 52. 

[0155] The mobile tennlnals 61 having tire above construction execute the receiving procedure upon receiving the 
data from the base station 62 and the transmission procedure for transmitting the data to the base station 2. 
[01 56] In other words, in the receiving procedure, the radio wave from the base station 62 is received at the antenna 
20 41 and the received signal is supplied to the reverse spread unit 43 through the transmitter/receiver unit 42. The reverse 
spread unit 43 executes the spectrum reverse spreading procedure on the received signal supplied thereto, thereby 
obtaining signals in DPCH channel, DSCH channel and CPICH channel (see FIG.10 (B)). 

[0157] The DPCH channel signal is then supplied to the individual pilot separation unit 71 and the DSCH channel 
signal is supplied to the data demodulation/decoding unit 49. On the other hand, the CPICH channel signal is supplied 
to the CPICH receiving quality estimation unit 50. 

[0158] The individual pilot separation unit 71 separates the individual pilot signal from the DPCH channel signal 
supplied from the reverse spread unit 43 and the signal is supplied to the DPCH receiving quality estimation unit 72. 
Also, the individual pilot separation unit 71 supplies the DPCH channel signal supplied from the reverse spread unit 
43 to the demodulatbn unit 44. 

30 [0159] The demodulation unit 44. the control data separation unit 45, the decoding unit 46. the control data decoding 
unit 47, the control unit 48 and the data demodulation/decoding unit 49 execute the same procedure as those in the 
mobile terminal 1 in FIG. 8. In this manner, the DSCH channel signal, i.e., adaptively modulated and coded data is 
demodulated and decoded in accordance with the modulation coding mode (adaptive modulation and coding). 
[0160] On the other hand, in the transmission processing, the transmission data such as the packet data to be trans- 

35 mitted from the mobile terminals 61 and the audio data are supplied to the receiving quality bit insertion unit 51 . Also 
supplied to the receiving quality bit insertion unit 51 is the receiving quality message, e.g., at frame rate for indicating 
the receiving quality obtained by the receiving quality estimation procedure of the DSCH channel signal in the CPICH 
receiving quality estimation unit 50 which will be described hereinafter. 

[0161] The receiving quality bit insertion unit 51 inserts the receiving quality message into the transmission data, i. 

40 e.. disposing the receiving quality message in the data section in DPDCH channel (FIG.10 (A)) as the transmission 
data and perfonms the necessary encoding in frame rate before being supplied to the power control bit insertion unit 74. 
[0162] The power control bit insertion unit 74 inserts into the transmission data from the receiving quallty bit insertion 
unit 51 the power control information supplied thereto, e.g., In every slot from the power control bit generation unit 73 
by performing the power control infomriation generation procedure of the DPCH channel signal as described hereinafter. 

45 !n other words, the power control infonmation is dispose In the TPC section (FIG.10 (A)) in DPCCH channel as the 
transmission signal before being supplied to the modulation unit 52. 

[0163] Subsequently, the^modulation unit 52. the spread unit 53 and the transmitter/receiver unit 42 execute the 
same procedure as those in the mobile terminal 1 in FIG.8. And a radio wave corresponding to the transmission data 
is transmitted from the antenna 41 to the base station 62. 
so [0164] Then, in the mobile terminals 61 in FIG.11, the aforementioned receiving quality estimation procedure of the 
DSCH channel signal and the powercontrol information generation procedure are perfomied in addition to the receiving 
and transmission procedure. 

[01 65] Now, the receiving quality estimation procedure of the DSCH channel signal will be described first by reference 
to the flowchart In FIG. 12. 

55 [0166] In the receiving quality estimation procedure of the DSCH channel signal, in a first step SI , the CPICH re- 
ceiving quality estimation unit 50 acquires the common pilot signal disposed in CPICH channel from the reverse spread 
unit 43. Then, it moves to the next step S2 in which the CPICH receiving quality estimation unit 50 estimates the 
receiving quality of the DSCH channel signal based on the common pilot signal. 
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[0167] In other words, assuming that symbols of the common pilot signal Included in one frame in CPICH channel 
are c[1]. c[2]. ... .c[Ml. the CPICH receiving quality estimation unit 50 calculates the signal component S and the inter- 
ference component I and calculates the receiving quality of the DSCH channel signal SIRnpcH in accordance with the 
following expression: 



10 I = 1/MX I (c[m] - C.^f 



C^^g = 1/NX Zc[m] 



SIRdpch = S/IXP,„^j (2) 



[01 68] It has to be noted that X in the expression (2) means summation by varying the variable m from 1 to M. Poifset 
represents the ratio Pdpch^Pcpich o1 the transmission power in CPICH channel and the transmission power 
PcpicH in CPICH channel. For example, it is possible that P^^^^ is a fixed value preset in the mobile terminals 61 . 
Alternatively it is also possible, e.g. . to transmit, P^fi^^ from the base station 62 to the mobile temiinals 61 immediately 
after the communication link is established between the mobile terminals 61 and the base station 62. 
[01 69] In the above manner, the CPICH receiving quality estimation unit 50 calculates the receiving quality (estimated 
value) of the DSCH channel signal SIR^pcH which is supplied to the receiving quality bit insertion unit 51 before com- 
plating the procedure. 

[0170] The CPICH receiving quality estimation unit 50 executes the receiving quality estimation procedure in FIG. 
1 2 at every frame and the receiving quality bit insertion unit 51 disposes the receiving quality in DSCH channel SIRpscH 
from the CPICH receiving quality estimation unit 50 in the (part of) data section of DPDCH channel (FIG.1 0 (A)) as the 
receiving quality message. As a result, the receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality of DSCH channel 
S^FtoscH 's transmitted from the mobile tenninals 61 to the base station 62 in DPDCH channel at the frame rate. 
[0171] Now, the power control information generation procedure of the DPCH channel signal will be described by 
reference to the flowchart In FIG.1 3. 

[0172] In the power control infonmation generation procedure of the DPCH channel signal, in the first step 811 the 
individual pilot separation unit 71 extracts the individual pilot signal in the slots in DPCH channel from the reverse 
spread unit 43. And the extracted individual pilot signal is supplied to the DPCH receiving quality estimation unit 72. 
[0173] In the next step 812. the DPCH receiving quality estimation unit 72 calculates the receiving quality in DPCH 
channel SIRppcH in accordance with the above expression (1) using the individual pilot signal supplied from the indi- 
vidual pilot separation unit 71 at frame rate and the calculated receiving quality is then supplied to the power control 
bit generation unit 73. 

[0174] In the subsequent step 813, the power control bit generation unit 73 compares the receiving quality SlR^pcH 
from the DPCH receiving quality estimation unit 72 with the predetermined threshold e for making judgment of their 
relative magnitude. 

[0175] If the receiving quality SIRdpch is determined to be smaller than a predetennined threshold e in step 813, it 
goes to the step SI 4 for setting 1 as the power control information TPC which is the information for requesting the 
transmission power in DPCH channel to increase by 1 dB. Such infomiation is supplied to the power control bit insertion 
unit 74 before completing the procedure. 

[0176] On the other hand, if the receiving quality SIRdpch «s detemilned not to be smaller than the predetennined 
threshold e In step SI 3, it goes to the step SI 5 in which the power control bit generation unit 73 sets 0 as the power 
control Information TPC for requesting the transmission power in DPCH channel to decrease by 1 dB. And such Infor- 
mation is supplied to the power control bit insertion unit 74 before completing the procedure. 
[01 77] The individual pilot separation unit 71 , the DPCH receiving quality estimation unit 72 and the power control 
bit generation unit execute the power control infomiation generation procedure of the DPCH channel signal in F1G.13 
at the slot rate. As a result, the power control information TPC is transmitted from the mobile terminal 61 to the base 
station 62 at the slot rate. 

[0178] In other words, in the particular example, the receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality 
SIRdpch DSCH channel from the mobile terminals 61 to the base station 62 is transmitted at the frame rate However 
the power control infomiation TPC in DPCH channel is transmitted at the slot rate that is shorter than the frame rate ' 
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, [0179] It is to be noted that, e.g., the receiving quality message is transmitted in a coded manner but the power 

control infonnation TPC is transmitted without being coded. 
' [0180] Next. Illustrated in FIG. 14 is the construction of the base station 62 in FIG. 14. Note that the conresponding 

units to those in FIG.3 use the same reference numerals and their descriptions may be omitted. In other words, the 
5 base station 62 in FIG. 14 is basically the same as the base station 2 in FIG.3 except the addition of power control bit 

extraction unit 81. power adjustment unit 82, power control bit buffer 83 and accumulation unit 84 and replacing the 

receiving quality judgment unit 21 and the control unit 22 by receiving quality judgment unit 85 and control unit 86. 

[01 81 ] The power control bit extraction unit 81 supplies the signal from the reverse spread unit 1 8 to the demodulation 

unit 19 and extracts the power control Infomiation TPC disposed in the TPC section in DPCCH channel (FIG.10 (A)) 
10 from the signal. The power control infomnatlon TPC is supplied to the power adjustment unit 82 and the power control 

bit buffer 83. » 

[0182] The power adjustment unit 82 adjusts the transmission power of the modulated signal from the modulation 
unit 27 In accordance with the power control infomiation TPC from the power control bit extraction unit 81 to be supplied 
to the spread unit 15. In other words, if the power control information TPC is 1 , the power adjustment unit 82 power 
IS amplifies the modulated signal from the modulation unit 27 by the amplification factor higher than the current value by 
IdB before being supplied to the spread unit 15. On the other hand, If the power control infomriation TPC Is 0, the 
power adjustment unit 82 power amplifies the modulated signal from the modulation unit 27 by the amplification factor 
lower than the current value by IdB before being supplied to the spread unit 15. 

[0183] In the base slalidn 62, the modulated signal with adjusted transmission power in the power adjustment unit 
20 82 is transmitted to DPCH channel (FIG.10 (B)). As described hereinabove, the mobile terminals 61 set the power 
control infomriation TPC in response to the receiving quality in DPCH channel SIRqpch- As a result, in the base station 
62, the DPCH channel signal is transmitted after adjusting the transmission power so as to obtain a predetermined 
receiving quality SIRqpq^ by the mobile temninais 61 . 

[0184] The power control bit buffer 83 temporarily stores the 1 bit power control information TPC from the power 
25 control bit extraction unit 81 . It Is to be noted that the power control bit buffer 83 has a sufficient memory capacity to 
store the power control infomriation TPC transmitted from the mobile tenninals 61 for at least the report delay time that 
will be described hereinafter. The power control bit buffer 83 Is comprised of, e.g.,ta so called ring buffer so that the 
current power control infonmation overwrites the oldest power control infomriation when no vacant capacity is available. 
[0185] The accumulation unit 84 accumulates one part or all of the power control Infomriation stored in the power 
30 control bit buffer 83 which will be described hereinafter and ^e accumulated value is supplied to the receiving quality 
judgment unit 85. 

[0186] The receiving quality judgment unit 85 controls the accumulation unit 84 to acquire the accumulated value of 
the power control infonnation. Also , the receiving quality judgnent unit 85 uses the receiving quality message supplied 
from the receiving quality bit extraction unit 20 and the accumulated value of the power control infonnation from the 
35 accumulation unit 84 for accurately estimating the current receiving quality of DSCH channel (FIG.10 (B)) in the mobile 
terminals 61 and the estimated value Is supplied to the control unit 86. 

[0187] The control unit 86 executes the resource allocation procedure to be described hereinafter based on the 
receiving quality from the receiving quality judgment unit 85, thereby detenfiining the buffer 12^ to be selected by the 
selection unit 13. The selection unit 13 is controlled in accordance with the detenninatlon. It Is to be noted that the 

40 control unit 86 Is designed to supply respective data storage amount in the buffers 12^ to12p. The control unit 86 
executes the resource (communication resources) allocation procedure based not only on the receiving quality from 
the receiving quality judgment unit 85 but also the respective data storage amount in the buffers 12., to12„ or the like. 
[0188] The base station 62 having the above construction executes the transmission procedure for transmitting data 
to the mobile terminals 61 and the receiving procedure for receiving the data from the mobile tenminals 61 . 

45 [0189] In otherwords, In the transmission procedure, the packet data transmitted from othermoblle temiinals through, 
e.g.. another base station Is supplied to and stored in a predetemiined buffer 12^ by way of the distribution unit 11 . 
And the seleclion unit 13 selects either one of the buffers 12^ to 12^ under control of the control unit 86 as described 
hereinafter. The packet data stored in the selected buffer 1 2^ is read out for supplying to the adaptive modulation and 
coding unit 14. The adaptive modulation and coding unit 14 adaptively modulates and encodes the packet data from 

so the selection unit 1 3 In accordance with the modulation coding mode supplied from the control unit 86. And the resulting 
modulated signal is supplied to the spread unit 15. 

[01 90] On the other hand, the audio data from other mobile tomiinals transmitted from another base station Is supplied 
to the multiplexer unit 26 through the coding unit 25. The control data generated by the control data generation unit 
23 Is supplied to the multiplexer unit 26 through the coding unit 24. 
55 [0191 ] The multiplexer unit 26 and the modulation unit 27 process the audio data and the control data In the similar 
manner to the case in FIG.3. And the resulting modulated signal is supplied from the modulation unit 27 to the power 
adjustment unit 82. 

[0192] As described hereinabove, the power adjustment unit 82 adjusts the transmission power of the modijlated 
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signal in accordance with the current power control infomriation from the power control bit extraction unit 81 and supplies 
to the spread unit 15. 

[0193] The spread unit 15 is designed to receive the common pilot signal together with the modulated signal from 
the adaptive modulation and coding unit 14 and the modulated signal from the power adjustment unit 82. The spread 
unit 15 provides a spread spectrum signal by spectrum spreading the modulated signal from the adaptive modulation 
and coding unit 1 4. the modulated signal from the power adjustment unit 82 and the common pilot signal Into the same 
frequency bandwidth using respectively different spread coding. The spread spectrum signal is then supplied to the 
transmitter/receiver unit 16 and transmitted from the antenna 17 in a radio wave. 

[0194] It is to be noted that the modulated signal from the adaptive modulation and coding unit 14, the modulated 
signal from the power adjustment unit 82 and the cooimon pilot signal are transmitted in DSCH channel (FIG 10 (B)) 
DPCH channel and CPICH channel, respectively. 

[0195] On the other hand, in the receiving procedure, the radio wave transmitted fonn the mobile temiinal 61 is 
received by the antenna 1 7 and the received signal is then supplied to the power control bit extraction unit 81 through 
the transmitter/receiver unit 16 and the reverse spread unit 81 . 

[0196] The power control bit extraction unit 81 not only supplies the signal from the reverse spread unit 18 to the 
demodulation unit 1 9 and extracts from such signal the power control inf omnation TPC disposed in the TPC section In 
DPCCH channel (F1G.10 (A)) for supplying to the power adjustment unit 82 and the power control bit buffer 83. 
[0197] As described In the above transmission procedure, the power adjustment unit 82 adjusts (increases or de- 
creases by IdB) the transmission power of the modulated signal transmitted In DPCH channel from the modulation 
unit 27 in accordance with the recent power control information TPC from the power control bit extraction unit 81 and 
such signal is supplied to the spread unit 15. As described hereinabove, the power control information TPC is trans- 
mitted from the mobile temriinal 61 by being disposed in the slots. As a result, the modulated signal transmitted in 
DPCH channel is transmitted with adjusted transmission power for each slot. 

[01 98] The power control buffer 83 sequentially stores the 1 bit power control information TPC from the power control 
bit extraction unit 81 . It is to be noted that the power control information TPC stored in the power control bit buffer 83 
is used to execute the receiving quality judgment procedure, which will be described hereinafter In this manner, the 
receiving quality in DSCH channel in the mobile temninals 61 is accurately estimated. 

[01 99] On the other hand, the demodulation unit 1 9 demodulates the signal from the power control bit extraction unit 
81 to obtain various data such as the packet data and the audio data. Among the data obtained by demodulation of 
the demodulation unit 19, the data disposed in DPDCH channel (FIG.10 (A)) is also supplied to the receiving quality 
bit extraction unit 20. 

[0200] As described hereinabove, the receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality SIRpscH in DSCH 
channel is disposed in DPDCH channel at the frame rate and transmitted to the base station 62 from the mobile terminal 
61. 

35 [0201] The receiving quality bit extraction unit 20 extracts the receiving quality message included in the data in 
DPDCH channel (FIG.10 (A)) from the demodulation unit 19 and such message is supplied to the receiving quality 
judgment unit 85. 

[0202] The receiving quality judgment unit 85 uses both the receiving quality message from the receiving quality bit 
extraction unit 20 and the power control infonmation stored in the power control bit buffer 83 for accurately estimating 
the curent receiving quality in DSCH channel SIR (Signal to Interference Ratio) in the mobile terminal 61 . 
[0203] In other words. In the mobile terminal 61 , 1 frame of CPICH channel (FIG.10 (B)) is chosen as an interval 
(SIR measurement section) for measurement of the receiving quality in CPICH channel as illustrated in FIG. 16. The 
common pilot signal in such SIR measurement section is monitored and calculates the receiving quality In DSCH 
channel SIRdsch accordance with the above expression (2). The receiving quality message indicating the receiving 
quality SIRdsch »s disposed In the data section In DPDCH channel (FIG.1 0 (A)) and is transmitted at the frame rate. 
However, since the receiving quality message is coded, It must be decoded. Furthermore, the decoding cannot be 
made until afler receiving the entire data in the frame in which the receiving quality message is disposed. 
[0204] For this reason, the receiving quality in DSCH channel is recognized in the base station 2 from only the 
receiving quality message transmitted from the mobile temiinal 61 . The modulation coding mode is selected in response 
to the receiving quality to perform the adaptive modulation and coding in the modulation coding mode. As illustrated 
in F1G.15, adaptive modulation and coding in the modulation coding mode in response to the receiving quality is per- 
fomied In the base station 62 at a substantially delayed timing from the time when the receiving quality in DSCH channel 
is obsen/ed in the mobile temiinal 61 . 

[0205] It has to be noted that in the particular example illustrated In FIG. 15, the adaptive modulation and coding in 
the modulation coding mode in response to the receiving quality is perfomried in the base station after the delay time 
equal to 4 frames since the receiving quality in DSCH channel is monitored in the mobile terminal 61 . In other words, 
in FIG.1 5. let say the frame in DSCH channel to perfom the adaptive modulation and coding an interested frame the 
receiving quality indicating the cunrent receiving quality message usable for determining the modulation coding-mode 
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for the interested frame has been calculated past the delay lime equal to 4 frames in the mobile tenminal 61 . 
[0206] Now. the time difference between the timing of the interested frame and the timing when the mobile temninal 
4 61 calculated the receiving quality indicating the receiving quality message used for detenmining the modulation coding 
mode for the Interested frame is referred to as a report delay time Tp. 

5 [0207] In the base station 62, in case of recognizing the receiving quality in DSCH channel based only the receiving 
quality message, the adaptive modulation and coding for the interested frame is performed based on the old receiving 
quality calculated by the mobile temninal 61 by the report delay time Tq. As a result, if the current receiving quality of 
the mobile terminal 61 has changed during the report delay time Tq, an optimum adaptive modulation and coding 
cannot be performed for the Interested frame, thereby resulting In degradation in the transmission efficiency. 

10 [0208] In order to overcome this problem, the receiving quality judgnr^nt unit 85 accurately estimates the current 
receiving quality in DSCH channel 91R in the mobile terminal 61 using not only the receiving quality message in DSCH 
channel but also the power control Infonnatipn TPC for transmission power control in DPCH channel. 
[0209] In other words, as described hereinabove, the power control Infonmation TPC from the mobile temiinal 61 Is 
chosen at the slot rate shorter period than the rale when the receiving quality message Is transmitted (1/5 or 1/15 

15 according to the data fomnat as illustrated in FIG.10). Also, the power control information TPC is transmitted without 
being coded, thereby enabling to acquire the power control infomiation TPC disposed in the slots immediately. Fur- 
themriore, since the power control infomiatron TPC requests transmission power adjustment In order to maintain the 
receiving quality in DPCH channel in the mobile terminal 61 , the value indicates whether the receiving quality In DPCH 
channel has been improved or degraded as compared to the receiving quality in the past. Although DPCH and DSCH 

20 channels are different from each other, they are spectrum spread in the same frequency bandwidth and transmitted at 
the same time. Change of the receiving quality in DPCH channel may be considered to basically indicate changes of 
the receiving quality in DSCH channel. 

[0210] Based on the above assumption, the receiving quality judgment unit 85 takes in consideration of the accu- 
mulated value of the power control infomiation TPC received in the time preceding the report delay time Tq for the 

25 receiving quality message from the interested frame for which the modification coding mode is going to determine (set) 
based on the receiving quality message. In this manner, the current receiving quality in DSCH channel SIR for the 
mobile terminal 61 may be estimated accurately by the receiving quality judgment procedure. 
[0211] in other words, illustrated in FIG.16 is a flowchart describing such receiving quality judgment procedure. 
[0212] In first step S21 , the receiving quality judgment unit 85 controls the accumulation unit 84 in such a manner 

30 as to calculate the accumulation of the power control information TPC as received at the time preceding the report 
delay time Tq con'esponding to the recent receiving quality message. 

[0213] In this manner, the accumulation unit 84 uses the power control information TPC stored in the power control 
bit buffer 83 and calculates the accumulated value ASIR [dB] in accordance with, e.g., the following expression: 

ASIR = 2: (1 -2XTPC[k]) (3) 




[0214] It has to be noted that TPC [ k ] in the above expression (3) is the power control infonnatiqn received at the 
preceding time equal to k slots with respect to the interested frame and £ means summation over the report delay time 
^ Tp. 

[0215] Then, in the next step 822, the receiving quality judgment unit 85 estimates the current receiving quality in 
DSCH channel SIR In the mobile terminal 61 by adding the receiving quality in DSCH channel SIRqsch indteating the 
current receiving quality and the accumulated value ASIR in accordance with the following expression before complet- 
ing the procedure. 

45 

SIR = SIRdsch + « X ASIR (4) 

[0216] However, ain the above expression (4) is a weighting factor to the accumulated value ASIR which is a real 

50 numerical value within the range of 0 or more and 1 or less. 

[0217] In the above manner, the receiving quality judgment unit 85 accurately estimates the current receiving quality 
in DSCH channel SIR. And the receiving quality SIR is supplied to the control unit 86 that detemnines the modulation 
coding mode for the interested frame based on the accurate receiving quality SIR. Accordingly^ the mobile terminal 61 
pcrfomis the adaptive modulation and coding best suited for the current receiving quality for the interested frame, 

55 thereby improving the transmission efficiency. 

[0218] It has to be noted that the report delay time Tq can be set, e.g., to a fixed time in advance. Alternatively, the 
current time may be transmitted, e.g.. by adding to the receiving quality message in the mobile terminal 61 forcalculating 
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the report delay time Tq by the base station 62 based on the current time added to the receiving quality message. 
[0219] Although the power control information TPC is transmitted at the slot rate from the nnobile temiinal 61 in the 
above case, it is possible to send the power control infomnation TPC at an interval of several slots. However, in this 
case, estimation accuracy of the current receiving quality in DSCH channel SIR in the mobile terminal 61 is degraded 
as compared to the case of transmitting the power control infomriation TPC in every slot. 

[0220] Since the power control infomnation TPC is not coded, it may include an error. It is therefore possible to 
estimate the cun-ent receiving quality in DSCH channel SIR with a certain degree of hysteresis, e.g.. in accordance 
with the following expression: 

SIR = SIRjjscH + a X ASIR (where I ASIRI >th) 



SIR ^ SIRdsch (where lASIRI ^th) (5) 



[0221] According to the above expression (5). the absolute value of the accumulation lASIRI is less than a prede- 
termined threshold value th, such small absolute value of the accumulation ASIR is considered as an error and is not 
included in the estimation of the receiving quality in DSCH channel SIR. 

[0222] Next, although the receiving quality message is transmitted at the frame rate in the mobile terminal 61 in the 
above case, it is possible to transmit the receiving quality message at an interval of predetermined number of slots, e. 
g., as llluslraled in FIG.17. In other words, for example, if resources in the upstream line from the mobile terminal 61 
to the base station 62 are insufficient, the frequency of transmitting the receiving quality message from the mobile 
terminal 61 may be decreased. In the particular case as illustrated in FIG.17. the receiving quality message from the 
mobile temiinal 61 Is transmitted at an interval equal to 3 frames. 

[0223] However, in such case of transmitting the receiving quality message at the interval of several frames, the 
report delay time varies depending on the interested frames. As a result, the interval of accumulating the power control 
infonnation TPC must be modified depending on such changes. 

[0224] In other words, in the case of transmitting the receiving quality message, e.g., at the interval of 3 frames as 
illustrated in FIG.17, the timing of receiving the next receiving quality message # 2 after receiving the receiving quality 
message # 1 in the base station 62 is 3 frames after that time. As a result, what is transmitted in the base station 62 
immediately after the timing of receiving the receiving quality message # 1 is a fourth frame as illustrated in FIG.17, 
the timing when the receiving quality message # 2 is obtained Is immediately before transmitting a seventh frame, that 
is 3 frames after the fourth frame. 

[0225] As described hereinbefore, it is necessaiy to estimate the cun-ent receiving quality in DSCH channel SIR 
using the receiving quality message # 1 for three frames from the fourth frame to immediately before the seventh frame. 
[0226] In this case, the report delay time Tqi for the fourth frame is equal to the report delay time T^ in the case in 
FIG. 1 5. However, the report delay time T02 for the fifth frame and the report delay time Td3 for the sixth frame are not 
equal to the report delay time Tp. In other words, the report delay time for the fifth frame is equal to the report 
delay time T^ plus the time for 1 frame. On the other hand, the report delay time Td3 for the sixth frante is equal to the 
report delay time Tp plus the time for 2 frames. ' 
[0227] Accordingly, in the case where the receiving quality message is transmitted at an interval equal to several 
frames, it is necessary to accumulate the power control infomnation TPC by changing the report delay time for each 
interested frame as described hereinabove in the accumulation unit 84 (It is necessary to change the interval for ac- 
cumulating the power control infonnation TPC). 

[0228] As described hereinabove, in the case where the transmission frequency of the receiving quality message 
from the mobile terminal 61 is changed in response to the resources In the upstream line, the frequency of the resources 
in the upstream line becoming Insufficient may be reduced. 

[0229] It is to be noted that the Interval of transmitting the receiving quality message from the mobile temiinal 61 
may be variable rather than fixed. 

[0230] In addition, although the number of slots constituting the upstream line and the downstream line are identical 
in the above embodiment, in the case where the number of slots differ in the upstream line and the downstream line, 
the receiving quality of the mobile terminal 61 when transmitting the frames may be accurately estimated by varying 
the report delay time in the similar manner as described hereinabove. 

[0231] Next, although tho current receiving quality in DSCH channel SIR in the mobile terminal 61 is estimated by 
adding the receiving quality SIRpscH indicating the current receiving quality message and the accumulated value ASIR 
of the power control infonnation TPC in the above case, the current receiving quality in DSCH channel SIR may be 
estimated using the receiving quality SIR indicating receiving quality messages that haye been received in the past, i. 
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e.. using a plurality of receiving quality messages. 

[0232] In other words, for example, as illustrated in FiG.1 8, it is possible to estimate the current receiving quality in 
' DSCH channel SIR using the recent receiving quality message # 0 together with the receiving quality message # -1 
received 1 frame before the message # 0 and the receiving quality message # -2 received further 1 frame before the 
5 message #-1. 

[0233] In this case, the power control infomiation IPC is accumulated by varying the report delay time for each 

receiving quality message. 

[0234] In other words, in the embodiment as illustrated in FIG.1 8. the power control information TPC is accumulated 
over the time interval of the report delay time similar to the case in FIG. 1 5 for the current receiving quality message 
10 #0 and the accumulated value is added to the receiving quality indicating the receiving quality message # 0 for cal- 
culation of the cun^ent first receiving quality In DSCH channel SIR [1 ]. 

[0235] For the receiving quality message # -1 received 1 frame. before, the accumulation of the power control infor- 
mation TPC is perfomned over the time interval of the report delay time Tq plus the time Tp for 1 frame and the accu- 
mulated value is added to the receiving quality indicating the receiving quality message # -1 for calculating the current 
15 second receiving quality in DSCH channel SIR [2J. For the receiving quality message # -2 received 2 frame before, 
the power control information TPC is accumulated over the lime intewal of the report delay time Tq plus the time for 
2 frames 2Tp and the accumulated value is added to the receiving quality indicating the receiving quality # -2 for 
calculating the current third receiving quality in DSCH channel SIR [3]. 

[0236] In addlion, the first through third receiving quality SIR [1] to SIR [3] are averaged, for example, with or without 
20 weighting for estimating the current receiving quality in DSCH channel SIR in the mobile tenninal 61 . 

[0237] Now, in estimating the cun-ent final receiving quality in DSCH channel in the mobile terminal 61 using the 
recent receiving quality message through receiving quality message before N frames, estimation can be made in ac- 
cordance with the following expression: 



[0238] In the above expression (6), SIRqsq^ [ i ] represents the receh^ing quality indicating the receiving amount i 
frame before the recent receiving quality message. And ASIR[i] represents the accumulated value of the power control 

^ information TPC over the time interval of the report delay time for the receiving quality message. oc[i] is a weighting 
factor for the accumulated value ASIRp], Furthennore, w[ij is the weighting factor for the current receiving quality in 
.DSCH channel that can be calculated from the receiving quality SIRdsch PI indicating the receiving quality message 
from the current receiving quality message to the receiving quality message for I frames therebefore. Finally, £ repre- 
sents the summation by varying the i from 0 to N. 

35 [0239] Here: the weighting factor wf i ] is equal to 1 when I is summed and Is preferable to satisfy the expression, e. 
g,. w(i]^w(i-1]. 

[0240] It has to be noted that, although all receiving quality messages from the recent receiving quality message to 
the N frames before according to the above expression (6), it is possible to estimate the cun-ent receiving quality in 
DSCH channel SIR for the mobile tenninal 61 using receiving quality messages for a plurality of skipping frames rather 
than the receiving quality for a plurality of consecutive frames. 

[0241] In addition, the receiving quality estimation method as described hereinabove in FIG18 is applicable to the 
case for transmitting the receiving quality messages from the mobile terminal 61 in skipping frame manner 
[0242] Next, FIG. 19 shows a graph of simulation results of estimating the receiving quality in DSCH channel based 
only on the receiving quality message and on both the receiving quality message and the power control information 
as described hereinabove in FIG.1 5. 

[0243] In FIG.1 9, the horizontal axis represents the receiving quality in DSCH channel and the vertical axis represents 
the nomialized throughput of the base station 62. 

[0244] In FIG.1 9, ♦ shows the throughput of the receiving quality In DSCH channel estimated by only the receiving 
quality message while A shows the throughput of the receiving quality in DSCH channel estimated by the receiving 
^ quality message and the power control information. The report delay time Tq is equal to the time for 4 frames. 

[0245] As It is apparent from FIG, 19, estimation of the receiving quality in DSCH channel by the receiving quality 
message and the power control information improves the throughput as compared to estimation by only the receiving 
quality message. 

[0246] It has to bo noted that, under the so-callod soft hand-off (software handover) condition when the mobile tcr- 
minal 61 communicates with not only the base station but also with other base stations, the receiving quality in DSCH 
channel is preferably estimated without using the power control information or with very small weighting for the power 
control information. The reason is given as follows. 
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[0247] In other words, since it is necessary for DPCH channel transmitting the control data to regularly allocate to 
users, in the mobile terminal 61 under the soft hand-off condition, signals from a plurality of base stations are combined 
(e.g.. performing the RAKE receiving for combining the outputs from so-called fingers), thereby improving the receiving 
quality. However, since, user allocation is earned out irregularly for DSCH channel transmitting adaptively modulated 
5 and coded packet data, data transmission is most likely to be performed from only one base station even if data trans- 
mission from a plurality of base stations is possible. Accordingly, under the soft hand-off condition, although the re- 
ceiving quality in DPCH channel may be improved by the RAKE receiving, the receiving quality In DSCH channel is 
not improved. 

[0248] In addition, in the mobile terminal 61 , when the signals in DPCH channel are combined (when RAKE received), 
10 the power control infonmation TPC is generated ba^ed on the combined signal. 

[0249] As a result, changes in the reQeiving quality in DPCH channel indicating the power control infomiation TPC 

cannot be recognized as changes in the receiving quality in DSCH channel. As a result, accuracy of the receiving 

quality in DSCH channel may deteriorate if estimated by taking the power control infomiation TPC into consideration. 

[0250] In the case where the mobile tenninal 61 is communk:ating with a plurality of base stations, the receiving 
IS quality in DSCH channel is preferably estimated without the power control infomnatlon or with very small weighting 

factor for the power control information. Note that such estimation can be made by setting the weighting factor a in the 

above expression (4) to 0 or close to 0. , 

[0251] Next, Illustrated in FIG.20 is the construction of an example of the control unit 86 in FIG,14. 
[0252] The control unit 86 includes averaging units 92^ to 92^ and arithmetic devices 93^ to 93^ each having the 
20 same number N as the buffers 12^ to 12^ in FIG.14 as well as one each of mode allocation unit 91 and resource 
alkxation unit 94. 

[0253] Supplied to the mode allocation unit 91 from the receiving quality judgment unit 85 is the receiving quality 
(estimated value) in DSCH channel in the mobile terminal 61 of the user to which the communication channel is es- 
tablished. Also supplied to the mode allocation unit 91 is a user selection information to bo obtained by executing a 
25 resource allocation procedure in the resource allocation unit 94 which will be described hereinafter. 

[0254] Here, the user selection information indicates one of the user mobile temiinal 61 establishing the communi- 
cation link to which DSCH channel is allocated. Concretely, it means one of the buffers 12^ to 12^ storing the packet 
data addressed to the user to which DSCH channel is allocated. 

[0255] The mode allocation unit 91 detemnines the modulation coding mode for transmitting the packet data stored 
30 in the buffer 1 2^ indicating the user selection information to the mobile tenninal 61 of the user to which the packet data 
is addressed based on the receiving quality in DSCH channel, thereby outputting the modulation coding mode. The 
modulation coding mode is supplied to the adaptive modulation and coding unit 14 and the control data generation 
unit 23 as described hereinabove by reference to FIG.14. 

[0256] The receiving quality in DSCH channel in the mobile terminal 61 of the user who has established the com- 
35 munlcation link is supplied not only to the mode allocation unit 91 but also to the averaging unit 92^ corresponding to 
the buffer 12^ allocated to the user. 

[0257] The averaging unit 92,, calculates the receiving quality of the mobile temiinal 61 of the user to which the buffer 
12n is allocated, e.g., the average value since the communication link of the mobile terminal 61 is established as the 
represented value of the receiving quality in the mobile terminal 61 . And such calculated value is supplied to the arith- 
^ metic device 93„. 

[0258] It has to be noted that, since the receiving quality of the mobile temiinal 61 is supplied, e.g., at the frame rate 
from the receiving quality judgment unit 85, the averaging unit 92^ calculates the new average upon receiving the 
receiving quality at the frame rate and supplies such new averaged value to the arithmetic devk^e 93n. 
[0259] By calculating the receiving quality of the mobile temiinal 61 over a certain long time interval in the averaging 
^5 unit 92^ in the above manner. It is possible to remove from the receiving quality any temporary change in the trans- 
mission path quality such as fading. 

[0260] In addition, although a simple average Is cateulaled as a representative receiving quality of the mobile lemninal 
61 , it is possible to use other calculations such as moving average, weighted average, etc. In case of calculating the 
weighted average as the representative value of the receiving quality for the mobile temiinal 61 , the receiving quality, 

so e.g., closer to the cun^ent time should have a larger weighting factor. 

[0261] Supplied to the arithmetic device 93^ are not only the average value of the receiving quality in the mobile 
terminal 61 of the user allocated to the corresponding buffer 12^ from the averaging unit 92^ but also the current 
receiving quality in the mobile temiinal 61 . And the arithmetic device 93^ calculates the difference between the current 
receiving quality and the averaged receiving quality (referred to as receiving quality difference hereunder) and supplies 

55 it to the resource allocation unit 94. 

[0262] Supplied to the resource allocation unit 94 are not only the receiving quality differences from the averaging 
units 92^ to 92^ but also the current receiving quality of the mobile terminal 61 of the user to which the buffers 12^ to 
1 2n is allocated. Also supplied to the resource allocation unit 94 is the data storage amount (or buffer storage amount) 



22 



SDOCtD: <EP. 



_1249951A1_I_> 



EP 1 249 951 A1 

, from the buffers 12^ to 12^- 

[0263] The resource allocation unit 94 executes the resource allocation procedure based on the above receiving 
* quality difference, the current receiving quality and the buffer storage amount, thereby determining the user of the 
mobile terminal 61 to which DSCH channel is allocated. And the resource allocation unit 94 supplies the user selection 
5 information indicating the buffer 12„ to which the user is allocated to the mode allocation unit 91 and the selection unit 
13 in FIG.14. 

[0264] In the above manner, the selection unit 13 in FIG.14 selects the buffer 12^ indicating the user selection infor- 
mation supplied from the resource allocation unit-94 for reading out the packet data stored therein and the read-out 
data is supplied to the adaptive modulation and coding unit 14. 
10 [0265] Next, reference is made to the flowchart in FiG.21 to descrbe the operation of the resource allocation unit 
94 in FIG.20, which executes a resburce ^(location procedure. 

[0266] In a first step S31 of the resource allocation procedure, judgment is made by the resource allocation unit 94 
:to detenmine if the buffer storage amount num_byte in the buffer 12^ is greater than 0 byte, i.e.. if any packet data is 
stored in the buffer 12^. 

15 .[0267] If the buffer storage amount num_byte in the buffer 12^ is determined not greater than 0 byte in step S31 . i. 
e.. if there is no packet data to be transmined to the mobile temriinal 61 of the user allocated to the buffer 12n, it goes 
to step S32 and the resource allocation unit 94 sets the evaluation value eva for evaluating the allocation of DSCH 
channel for the user to 0 before moving to step S38. 

[0268] On the other hand, If the buffer storage amount num_byle of the buffer 1 2^ is determined greater than 0 byte, 
20 i.e., if there is packet data to be transmitted to the mobile tenninal 61 of the user allocated to the buffer 12^ In step 
S31 , it goes to step S33 in which the resource allocation unit 94 sets the buffer storage amount num.byte to a first 
argument byte_eva for calculating the evaluation value eva before moving to step S34. 

[0269] In step S34, the resource allocation unit 94 subtracts from the present time t the last time lastj when DSCH 
channel is allocated to the mobile terminal 61 of the user to whk:h the buffer 12p is allocated. This gives the waiting 
25 -time for the use of DSCH channel as the DSCH channel allocation frequency to the user and set^ to a second argument 
t_eva for calculating the evaluation value eva. 

[0270] Then, the resource allocation unit 94 moves to step S35 in which the receiving quality difference detta_SIR 
*f rom the averaging unit 92n is set to a third argument d_SIR_eva for calculating the evaluation value eva before moving 
to step 836. In step 836, the resource allocation unit 94 sets the latest receiving quality SIR of the user mobile tenninal 
30 61 to which the buffer 12^ is allocated to a fourth argument SIR.eva for cateulation of the evaluation value eva before 
moving to step 837. 

[0271] in step S37, the resource allocation unit 94 calculates the evaluation value eva, e.g., in accordance with the 
^following expression before moving to step 838. 

35 

eva = w1 X t_eva + w2 x d_SIR_eva + w3 x SIR.eva + w4 x byte.eva (7) 



[0272] In the above expression (7), w1 , w2. w3 and w4 are weighting factors. 

[0273] The resource allocation unit 94 executes the procedure in steps 831 to 838 for all of the users allocated to 
40 the buffers 12^ to 12^ and calculates the evaluation value eva for each user. 

[0274] In addition, it goes to step 838 in whch the resource allocation unit 94 seeks for the user having the maximum 
evaluation value eva and determines to allocate DSCH channel to the user. Also, the resource allocation unit 94 gen- 
erates the user selection infonnation indicating the buffer 12^ allocated to the user. 

[0275] It Is assumed that there is only one DSCH channel in this particular case. If there are. e.g., plural (L) DSCH 
45 channels, top L users in the evaluation value eva are detemriined for allocation of such L DSCH channels. However, 
even if there are L DSCH channels, it is possible to altocate alt of the L DSCH channels to the user having the maximum 
. evaluation value eve. thereby increasing the data transmission rale by L times. Alternatively, in an event thai plural 
DSCH channels are available, it is possible to allocate one each of DSCH channel to some of the users while allocating 
.plural DSCH channels to each of the remaining users. 
so [0276] After that, it goes to step S39 in which the resource allocation unit 94 renews the above mentioned variable 
last_t to the cunrent time for the users (selected users) to which DSCH channel is detemiined to be allocated in the 
previous step 838. 

[0277] It has to be noted that the resource allocation procedure is executed, e.g., at the frame rate in DSCH channel. 
[0278] As described hereinabove, allocation of DSCH channel to users is determined based on the receiving quality 
55 difference, it is possible to altocate DSCH channel or channels to the mobile terminals within the cell or the service 
area of the base station 62 as fairly as possible and to maintain the throughput of the base station 62 as high level as 
possible. 

[0279] In other words, in case of allocating DSCH channel based on the receiving quality difference. DSCH chginnel 
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is allocated to a given mobile terminal 61 only when the receiving quality of the given mobile terminal 61 is larger than 
the averaged value. As a result, in this case, users locating near the base station 62 to have a relatively high averaged 
value in the receiving quality and users locating far from the base station 62 to have relatively low averaged value in 
the receiving quality are treated equally. 

5 [0280] Furthermore, in case of paying attention to a certain user having relatively high receiving quality, since DSCH 
channel is allocated to such user when the latest receiving quality is larger than its averaged value, data transmission 
efficiency is largely improved. On the other hand, in case of paying attention to a certain user having relatively low 
averaged value in the receiving quality, DSCH channel is allocated to such user when the latest receiving quality is 
larger than its averaged value. In other words, DSCH channel is allocated to such user when the receiving quality is 

10 relatively good, thereby improving the transmission effbiency rather than being allocated when the most recent receiv- 
ing quality is lower than its averaged value. 

[0281] It has to be noted that in the embodiment in FIG.21 . since DSCH channel allocation is detemiined based on 
the evaluation value eva using not only the receiving quality difference but also the buffer storage amount, the waiting 
time and the latest receiving quality with respective weighting, it is possible to achieve DSCH channel allocation most 
'5 suitable for various purposes (or applications) depending on the way of weighting. 

[0282] In other words, in the case of emphasizing the throughput of the base station 62, for example, relatively large 
weighting factors are used for the receivi/ig quality difference and the latest receiving quality but using relatively small 
weighting factors for the others. On the other hand, in case of emphasizing, e.g., faimess in service to all users in the 
cell or the service area of the base station 62, relatively large weighting factors are used for the receiving quality 
difference and the waiting tinrie but using relatively small weighting factor for the others. Additionally, in case of em- 
phasizing, e.g., overflow prevention of the buffers 12^, relatively large weighting factors are used for the receiving 
quality difference and the buffer storage amount but using relatively small weighting factors for the others. 
[0283] In addition, it is also possible to use variable weighting factors for the receiving quality difference, the buffer 
storage amount, the waiting time and the latest receiving quality rather than fixed value. In this case, it is possible to 
optionally change the weighting factors by the operator of the base station 62 or automatically changing them depending 
on cases. In other words, in case of storing packet data of highly real-time nature in the buffers 12^, it is possible to 
use a large weighting factor for the buffer 12„ storage amount as long as such packet data Is in existence. 
[0284] It has to be noted that, although the highly accurate receiving quality cateulated by the receiving quality judg- 
ment unit 85 is used as the receiving quality for the resource allocation procedure in the resource allocation unit 94 in 
the embodiment in FIG.20. it is possible to use the receiving quality derived only from the receiving quality message 
in the resource allocation procedure. 

[0285] Next, although the embodiment in FIG .9 is described about the present invention applied to the communication 
system in which the mobile temiinals transmit to the base station the receiving quality message indicating the receiving 
quality, it is posstole to apply the present invention to a communication system in which, e.g., the mobile terminals 
transmit directly to the base station the mode request message for requesting a predetemnined modulation coding 
mode. 

[0286] In other words, FIG.22 illustrates the construction of a communication system in which the mobile terminals 
transmit to the base station the mode request message for requesting the modulation coding mode instead of the 
receiving quality message. 

40 [0287] Mobile temiinal 101 ^ to IOI3 are, e.g., cellular phones or other PDAs (Personal Digital Assistances) similar 
to the mobile temninal 1 in FIG.1 or the mobile terminal 61 in FIG.9 and communicate with base station 102 by the 
W-CDMA communication using the AMCS communication system. 

[0288] Although 3 mobile terminal 1 01 ^ to 1 0I3 are shown in F1G.22 similar to the embodiments in F1G.1 and FIG. 
9, the number of mobile terminals are not limited. 

[0289] It is to be noted that the mobile terminal 1 01 ^ to 1 01 3 are referred to as the mobile terminal 1 01 hereinafter 
unless individual mobile tenninals need to be distinguished from one another. 

[0290] The base station 1 02 conlrols the mobile temiinal 101 within the area (cell) covered by the base station 1 02 
by the W-CDMA communication using the AMCS communication system. In other words, the base station 1 02 allocates 
communication bandwidth and other communication resources necessary for communication with the mobile terminal 
101 , thereby receiving, e.g., data from other mobile terminals (not shown) transmitted through another base station 
(not shown), Web page data from a WWW server of intemet, mails from a mail server, etc. and transmits them to the 
mobile temrilnal 101 . Alternatively, the base station 1 02 receives, e.g., data transmitted from the mobile terminal 1 01 
for transmission to another base station or a predetemnined network such as Internet or the like. 
[0291] The AMCS communication between the mobile temninal 101 and the base station 102 is performed in the 
55 manner as shown in FIG. 23. 

[0292] In other words, the base station 1 02 perfomns adaptive modulation and coding on the mobile terminal 101 , 
e.g., at a predetenmined frame rate as illustrated in FIG.23 (A) and transmits data through a certain downstream line 
(data channel). Since coding rate and multi-level modulation factor vary at frame rate in the AMCS communteation 
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. system, the base station 102 transmits to the mobile temriinal 101 the modulation coding mode as transmission pa- 
rameters indicating the coding rate and the multi-level modulation factor for the immediately preceding frame through 

' another downstream channel (control channel) coded by a fixed coding rate and multi-level modulation factor as Illus- 
trated in FIG.23 (A) in the similar manner to FIG.2 (B) which has been described hereinabove. By receiving the mod- 
s ulation coding mode asihe transmission parameters, the mobile temiinal 1 01 recognize the coding rate and the multi- 
level modulation factor for the next subsequent frame for demodulation and decoding the next subsequent frame trans- 
mitted from the base station 102. 

[0293] Although the base station 102 notifies the modulation coding mode to the mobile tenminal 101 in the above 
manner, in the base station 102 in the communication system in FIG.22, setting (decision) of the modulation coding 

^0 mode is made based on the mode request message transmitted from the mobile tenninal 101 . 

[0294] In other words, the mobile tenninal 101 obtain the receiving quality of the signal transmitted from the base 
station 102 and recognize the modulation coding mode suitable for the mobile tenninal 101 based.on the receiving 
quality, thereby generating a mode requesting message for requesting such modulation coding mode. And the mobile 
tenninal 101 transmit to the base station 102 the mode request message through the upstream channel (control chan- 

15 nel) as illustrated in FIG.23 (C). The base station 102 sets the modulation coding mode (transmission mode) corre- 
sponding to the nfK)de request message and transmits the modulation coding mode to the mobile tenninal 101 as 
Illustrated In FIG.23 (B). 

[0295] It has to be noted that the base station 102.sets the modulation coding mode for the mobile terminal 101 
based on the mode request message from the mobile tenninal 101 and the resources in the downstream data channel 
20 (FIG.23 (A)). 

[0296] In addition, as Illustrated in FIG.23 (A), the base station 1 02 performs adaptive modulation and coding of the 
coding rate and multi-level modification factor con-esponding to the modulation coding mode set for the next subsequent 
frame before being transmitted to the mobile terminal 1 01 . 

.[0297] On the other hand, the mobile terminal 101 receive the data included in the frame transmitted from the base 
25 -station 102 through the data channel in the manner as described hereinabove. If the data from the base station 102 
is nonnally received, the mobile terminal 1 01 transmit to the base station 1 02 a message for requesting the next data 
together with the necessary mode request message. On the other hand, if the data from the base station 1 02 could 
not be received nonnally, the mobile tenninal 101 transmit a resend request message asking for resending the data 
AO the base station 102 (FIG.23 (C)). 
30 ,[0298] It is to be noted that, in the embodiment as shown in FIG.23. transmission of the mode request message 
(FIG.23 (C)), transmission of the modulation coding mode set based on the mode request message (FIG.23 (B)) and 
transmission of the data in the modulation coding mode (FIG.23 (A)) are perfonned at the frame rate. However, it is 
possible to perfomri transmission of the mode request message (FIG.23 (C)). transmission of the modulation coding 
mode (FIG.23 (B)) and data transmission (FIG.23 A)) at any other rate. 
35 [0299] In addition , since the data fonnat in the communication between the mobile tenninal 1 01 and the base station 
102 is the same as that In FIG.10, no description Is given herein. 

[0300] Now, FIG.24 is the construction of an example of the base station 102. Note that the units in F1G.24 corre- 
sponding to those in either the base station 2 in FIG.3 or the base station 62 in FIG. 14 have the same reference 
numerals and there descriptions may be omitted hereinafter 
40 [0301] Resend request message extraction unit 111 extracts any resend request message, which may be included 
in the signal from the demodulation unit 19 and supplies such message to control unit 114. Also, the resend request 
message extraction unit 111 supplies the signal from the demodulation unit 19 to mode request message extraction 
unit 112. 

[0302] The mode request message extraction unit 112 extracts the mode request message in the signal supplied 
^5 from the resend request message extraction unit 111 and supplies such message to mode setting unit 113. 

[0303] It has to be noted that the resend request message and the mode request message are disposed, e.g., at 
the frame rale in the^same manner as the above described receiving quality message and are disposed in the data 
section in DPDCH channel (FIG.1 0 (A)). And they are designed to be transmitted from the mobile terminal 101 to the 
base station 1 02. As a result, the resend request message and the mode request message are extracted from the data 
50 disposed in PDCH channel in the resend request message extraction unit 1 1 1 and the mode request message extraction 
unit 112, respectively. 

[0304] The mode setting unit 113 sots the modulation coding mode for the mobile terminal 101 based on the mode 
request message from the mode request message extraction unit 112 and the resources in the base station 102 and 
transmits such mode to the control unit 113. 
55 [0305] In other words, if the resources are sufficient, for example, the mode setting unit 113 sets the modulation 
coding mode indicated by the mode request message from the mode request extraction unit 112. On the other hand, 
if the resources are insufficient, the mode setting unit 113 sets the modulation coding mode capable of setting within 
the available resource. 
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[0306] The control unit 1 1 4 supplies the modulation coding message set by the mode setting unit 11 3 to the adaptive 
modulation and coding unit 14 and the control data generation unit 23. In addition, the control unit 114 controls the 
selection unit 13 to select the buffer 12n storing the packet data to be transmitted in the modulatton coding mode set 
by the mode setting unit 113. e.g., In the same manner as the control unit 22 in FIG.3. 
5 [0307] The packet data stored in the buffer 1 2„ selected by the selection unit 1 3 is supplied to the adaptive modulation 
and coding unit 14 where the packet data from the selection unit 13 is adaptively modulated and coded in accordance 
with the modulation coding mode supplied from the control unit 114. And the resulting modulated signal Is supplied to 
a resend buffer 115. 

[0308] The resend buffer 115 temporarily stores the modulated signal supplied from the adaptive modulation and 
10 coding unit 1 4 and then supplies the modulated data to the spread unit 1 5. The subsequent procedure is the same as 
the case in the base station 62 in^FIG.M. 

[0309] It has to be noted that, if the resend request message is received from the resend message extraction unit 
111, the control unit 114 neglects the modulation coding mode from the mode setting unit 113. The control unit 114 
controls the resend buffer 115 and resends to the spread unit 15 the modulated signal including the packet data that 
'5 Is requested to resend by the resend request message from the resend request message extraction unit 111 . In this 
way, the packet data requested to resend by the resend request message is resent. 

[031 0] In addition, If the resend request-message is received, the control unit 1 1 4 controls the control data generation 
unit 23 to Include in the control data the same modulation coding mode as transmitted at the previous time and a resend 
flag indicating resend. In the above manner, if the resend request message for the data is received from the mobile 
20 terminal 1 01 , the base station 1 02 sends the data in the same modulation coding mode as transmitted in the previous 
time. 

[0311] It has to be noted that, the control unit 114 controls the adaptive modulation and coding unit 14 and stops 
sending the next packet data to the mobile terminal 101, e.g., until resending of the data requested to resend is com- 
plotod. 

25 [0312] Next, reference is made to FIG.25 illustrating the construction of an example of the mobile tenminal 101 in 
FIG.22. It Is to be noted in FIG.25 that units corresponding to those in the mobile temninals 1 in FIG.8 and the mobile 
temiinals 61 in FIG. 11 have the same reference numerals and no descriptions may be given hereinafter. 
[0313] In the embodiment in FIG.25, the packet data from the data demodulation/decoding unit 49 is supplied to 
error detection unit 121. 

30 [0314] The en-or detection unit 121 perfomis error detection by. e.g., CRC (Cyclic Redundancy Check) code on the 
data supplied from the data demodulation/decoding unit 49. 

[0315] In other words, the CRC code is included in the packet data and the error detection unit 1 21 perfoniis parity 
check of the packet data supplied from the data demodulation / decoding unit 49 using the CRC code for error detection. 
And the error detection unit 1 21 supplies the result of the error detection of the packet data to resend req uest message 
55 generation unit 122, 

[0316] The resend request message generation unit 122 generates a data request message or a resend request 
message in accordance with the en-or detection result from the en*or detection unit 121 and such message is supplied 
to resend request message insertion unit 123. 

[0317] In other words, if an error detection result Indicating that an error is detected in the packetdata is received, 
^ i.e., if the packet data is not nomnally received, the resend request message generation unit 122 generates the resend 
request message to request resending the packet data and such resend request message is supplied to the resend 
request message insertion unit 123. On the other hand, if the error detection result of not detecting any enror in the 
packet data, i.e., if the packet data is normally received, the resend request message generation unit 122 generates 
the data request message for requesting transmission of the next packet data and such message is supplied to the 
45 resend request message insertion unit 123. 

[031 8] Here, a single bit flag may be used for example as the resend request message and the data request message. 
In this case, for example, the flag having the value 1 indicates the resend request message while the flag having the 
value 0 tndcates the data request message. 

[0319] In addition, the error detection unit 121 detects any error in the packet data at the frame rate. As a result, the 
so resend request message generation unit 1 22 generates either resend request message or data request message at 
the frame rate. 

[0320] Supplied tothe resend request message insertion unit 123 arc the resend request message orthe data request 
message from the resend request message generation unit 122 and the transmission data. 

[0321] The resend request message insertion unit 123 disposes the transmission data in the data section (FIG. 10 
55 (A)) in DPDCH channel for outputting to the mode request message 124. Also, the resend request message or the 
data request message supplied from the resend request message generation unit 1 22 at the frame rate is disposed in 
predetemnined location in the frame in DPDCH channel for outputting to the mode request message 1 24. 
[0322] Supplied to the mode request message insertion unit 124 are the output from the resend request message 
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insertion unit 123 and the mode request message from mode selection unit 125 to be described hereinafter, e.g., at 
the frame rate timing. 

. [0323] The mode request message insertion unit 124 disposes the mode request message supplied from the mode 
selection unit 125 at the frame rate in the data section (FIG, 10 (A)) in the corresponding frame in DPDCH channel 
3 supplied from the resend request message insertion unit 123 and performs necessary coding at the frame rate before 
being supplied to the power control bit insertion unit 74. 

[0324] On the other hand, the mode selection unit 125 selects the modulation coding mode suitable for the mobile 
temninal 1 01 based on the output from the CPICH.receiving quality estimation unit 50 and generates the mode request 
message for requesting data transmission in the modulation coding mode. And such message is supplied to the mode 
10 request message insertion unit 124. 

[0325] In other words, the CPtCH receiving quality estimation unit 50 calculates the receiving quality of the signal in 
DSCH channel SIRdsch frame rate as described in the receiving quality estimation procedure in FIG.12 and 
supplied to the mode selection unit 125. 

[0326] The mode selection unit 125 selects one of the 3 modulation coding modes # 0, # 1 and # 2 based on the 
'3 receiving quality SIRqsqh supplied from the CPICH receiving quality estimation unit 50 to achieve, e.g., the eror rate 
PER (Frame Error Rate) less than a predetermined value and good transmission efficiency. 

[0327] More specifically, the mode selection unit 125 stores, e.g., the relationship between each of the modulation 
coding mode # 0, # 1 and # 2 and the error rate as illustrated in FIG.26 and selects one of the modulation coding 
modes, e.g., 10% or less error rale and good transmission erficlency based on ihe receiving quality SIR^goH ^^^^ 

^ CPICH receiving quality estimation unit 50. 

[0328] As a result, according to the embodiment In FIG.26, the modulation coding mode# 0 Is selected, If the receiving 
quality SIRsdch is, e.g., -BdB or less. The modulation coding mode # 1 is selected, if the receiving quality SIR^sch i^- 
e.g., larger than -8dB but less than -4dB. And the modulation coding mode # 2 is selected. If the receiving quality 
SIRq3qh is, e.g.. equal to or greater than -4dB. 

25 [0329] As a matter of fact, as in the communication system in FIG,22 described hereinabove, the communication 
system for transmitting the mode request message instead of the receiving quality message also encounters a certain 
delay like the communication system in FIG.1 from the time of calculating the receiving quality SIRdsch mobile 
tenminal 101 until recognizing by the base station 102 the mode request message selected based on the receiving 
quality SIRdsch- 

30 [0330] As a result, at the time when the base station 102 recognizes the mode request message from the mobile 
terminal 101 and starts sending the data by the modulation coding mode set based on the mode request message, 
there is a possibility where the receiving quality SIRdsch ^^e mobile tenninal 1 01 has largely changed and disabling 
to transmit data in the optimum demodulation coding mode, thereby degrading transmission efficiency. 
[0331] ^Similar to the communication system in FIG.1 , this problem is specifically significant when the user of the 

35 mobile tenninal 1 01 moves at a high speed in a train or the like, thereby rapidly changing the transmission path char- 
acteristic. 

[0332] On the other hand, from the transmission efficiency point of view, it is preferable that the transmission interval 
of the mode request message by the mobile terminal 101 is long. However, in this case, the current receiving quality 
SIRdsch mobile terminal 101 may differ largely from the receiving quality SIRosch w*^®" modulation coding 
40 mode represented by the mode request message is selected. This prevents the transmission efftoiency by the adaptive 
modulation and coding from being improved. 

[0333] In view of that. Illustrated in FIG.27 is the constnjction of one embodiment of the communrcation system for 
preventing (reducing) the above mentioned degradation in transmission efficiency In the case where the mode request 
message is transmitted from the mobile terminals to the base station and the modulation coding mode is set in the 

45 base station based on the mode request message. 

[0334] It has to be noted in the figure that sections con-esponding to those in FIG.22 have the same reference nu- 
merals and no descrptions may be given hereinafter. In other words, the communication system in FIG.27 has basically 
the same construction as the system in FIG.22 except provision of base station 131 instead of the base station 102. 
[0335] Illustrated in FIG.28 is the constojction of an example of the base station 131 in FIG,27. It is to be noted in 

so FIG.2B that the sections corresponding to those in the base station 62 in FIG. 14 or the base station 102 in FIG.24 use 
the same reference numerals and their descriptions may be omitted hereinafter. In other words, the base station 131 
is provided with mode setting un it 1 41 replacing the mode sotting u nit 1 1 3 in the base station 1 02 in FIG .24. Additionally, 
the base station 131 is provided with the power control bit buffer 83 and the accumulation unit 84 in the base station 
62 in FIG. 14 as compared to the base station 102 in FIG.24. 

55 [0336] In addition, in the embodiment in F1G.28, supplied to the mode setting unit 1 41 are the mode request message 
from the mode request message extraction unit 112 and the accumulation value ASIR calculated in the accumulation 
unit 84 in accordance with the expression (3) using the power control infomnatbn TPC stored in the power control bit 
buffer 83. 
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[0337] In addition, the mode setting unit 141 sets the modulation coding mode suitable for the current receiving 
quality SIRosch the mobile terminal 1 01 based on both the mode request message supplied form the mode request 
message extraction unit 112 and the accumulation value ASIR of the power control information TPC supplied from the 
accumulation unit 84. 

[0338] In other words, In the mobile terminal 1 01 . the common pilot signal in each SIR measurement section or 1 
frame of CPICH channel (FIG.10 (B)) for measurement of the receiving quality in DSCH channel is monitored to cal- 
culate the receiving quality in DSCH channel SIRdsch 'n accordance with the expression (2) as illustrated In FIG.29. 
And the modulation coding mode suitable for the receiving quality SIRdsch 's selected as described hereinabove by 
reference to FIG.26. The mode request message indicating the selected modulation coding mode is, then, disposed 
in the data unit in DPDCH channel (FIG. 1 0 (A)) in the mobile terminal 1 01 and is transmitted at the frame rate.' However, 
since the mode request messagejs co<Jed, it must be decoded and such decoding cannot be carried out until after 
complete receiving of the frame in whichthe mode request message is disposed. 

[0339] For the above reason, the modulation coding mode represented by the mode request message transmitted 
from the mobile terminal 1 01 is set in the base station 1 31 and the adaptive modulation and coding is performed in the 
modulation coding mode. As illustrated in FIG.29, the adaptive modulation and coding will be performed in the selected 
modulation coding mode based on the receiving quality SIRdsch the base station 131 at considerably delayed timing 
from the time when the receiving quality In DSCH channel SIRpscH 's measured in the mobile terminal 101. 
[0340] It has to be noted that In FIG.29, similar to the case in FIG. 16. the adaptive modulation and coding In the 
selected modulation codihg mode based on the receiving quality SIR^sch 's performed In the base station 131 after 
the delay time corresponding to 4 frames with respect to the time of measurement of the receiving quality in DSCH 
channel in the mobile temiinal 101. In other words, FIG.29 illustrates that the modulation coding mode Indicated by 
the current mode request message to be used for setting the modulation coding mode for an Interested frame of the 
DSCH channel frames which Is going to perfomi the adaptive modulation and coding is selected past the delay time 
corresponding to 4 frames in the mobile tcmiinal 101 . 

[0341 J Here: the time difference between the timing of the interested frame and the time when the receiving quality 
SIRdsch 's calculated in the mobile tenninal 101 to be used for generating the mode request message for setting the 
modulation coding mode for the Interested frame is referred to as the report delay time Td hereinafter. 
[0342] As for the base station 1 31 , if the modulation coding mode indicated by the mode request message is set for 
the interested frame without considering the report delay time, the adaptive modulatton and coding for the interested 
frame will be perfomned on the modulation coding mode selected based on the receiving quality SIRdsch calculated 
in the mobile temriinal 1 01 after passing the report delay time Tp. If the receiving quality SIRdsch in the mobile terminal 
1 01 has changed In the report delay time Td- the adaptive modulation and coding for the interested frame cannot be 
made properiy, thereby degrading the transmission efficiency. 

[0343] In view of this situation, the mode setting unit 141 sets the modulation coding mode for the Interested frame 
using not only the mode request message but also the power control information TPC for transmission power control 
of DPCH channel. 

[0344] In other words, as described hereinabove, the power control infomiatlon TPC is transmitted from the mobile 
tenninal 101 in the slot rate, i.e., at a shorter interval than the transmission period for the mode request message 
(according to the data format as illustrated In FIG.10, 1/5 or 1/15 of the transmission period for the mode request 
message). Additionally, since the power control information TPC is transmitted without being coded, the power control 
infonnation TPC disposed in the slots can be acquired immediately upon receiving the slots. Furthermore, since the 
power control infonnation TPC is used to request transmission power adjustment for maintaining the receiving quality 
in DPCH channel in the mobile tenninal 101 , the value indicates If the receiving qualrty in DSCH channel is Improved 
or degraded as compared to the last receiving quality. Although DPCH channel and DSCH channel are different chan- 
nels, they are spectrum spread In the same frequency bandwidth and transmitted simultaneously There is basically 
no problem in considering the change of the receiving quality in DPCH channel as the change of the receivina aualitv 
in DSCH channel. y 

[0345] In view of this situation, the mode setting unit 141 executes the mode setting procedure for setting the mod- 
ulation coding mode for the interested frame based on the mode request message in addition to the accumulation 
value of the power control infonnation TPC received in the time interval from the interested frame on which the mod- 
ulation coding mode is going to set to the past con-espondlng to the report delay time Td. 

[0346] In other words, illustrated in FIG.30 is a flowchart for describing the mode sotting procoduro executed by the 
mode setting unit 141. 

[0347] In first step S51 , the mode setting unit 141 controls the accumulation unit 84 to calculate the accumulation 
value of the power control information TPC received in the time from the interested frame to the past corresponding 
to the report delay time Tp for the latest mode request message 

[0348] In this manner the accumulation unit 84 calculates the accumulation value ASIR [dB] using the power control 
Infonnation TPC stored in the power control buffer 83 in accordance with the expression (3). 
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[0349] In addition, in step S52, the mode setting unit 141 judges whether the accumulation value ASIR is positive or 
not. 

. [0350] It goes to step S53 if the accumulation value ASIR is detemiined not positive in step S52, i.e., if the quality 
of the transmission path between the mobile temiinal 1 01 and the base station 1 31 is degraded from the time retroactive 

5 to the report delay time Td corresponding to the latest mode request message. In other words, the current receiving 
quality SIRqs^h' mobile temilnal 1 01 is degraded from the receiving quality at the time retroactive to the report 
delay time Tq corresponding to the current mode request message (referred to as report receiving quality hereinafter), 
i.e., degraded from the receiving quality SI Rqs^h bs used for generating the latest mode request message in the mobile 
terminal 101 . In step S53, the mode setting unit 141 judges whether or not the accumulation value ASIR is less than 

10 a predetennlned negative threshold value -THj^^p (THj,o^>0). 

[0351] As for step 853. if the acceimulation value ASIR is determined to be less than the- negative threshold value 
'"^down- ' cun-ent receiving quality SI Rdsch mobile temriinal 1 01 is largely degraded as compared to the 
report receiving quality SIRdsch: goes, to step S54. In step S54, the mode setting unit 141 corrects the modulation 
coding mode indicated by the latest mode request message (refenred to as request mode hereinafter) from # i to # i- 

IS 1 . And the conrected modulation coding mode # i-1 sets as the final modulation coding mode for the interested frame 
before completing the procedure. 

[0352] In other words, if thecun^ent receiving quality SIRqsch' the mobile temriinal is largely degrades as compared 
to the report receiving quality SIRqsch' transmission o the interested frame in the request mode # 1 may increase the 
number of resend due to increased en-or rale FER, thereby degrading the transmission efficiency. In order to avoid 
20 this problem, the mode setting unit 141 sets to the modulation coding mode U i-1 which is lower in data rate but higher 
in resistance to noise than the request mode # i. As a result, degradation in transmission efficiency due to increased 
error rate FER and resend number will be avoided. 

[0353] In addition, in step S53, if it is determined that the accumulation value ASIR is not less than a predetermined 
negative threshold value -TH^j^^, i.e., the current receiving quality SIRqsch' mobile tonminal 101 is degraded 
2S as compared to the report receiving quality SIRqsch but the degradation is not significant, it goes to step 855 in which 
the mode setting unit 141 sets the request mode # i as the final modulation coding mode for the interested frame before 
completing the procedure. 

[0354] In other words, if the cun^ent receiving quality SIRqsch mobile temninal 1 01 is not largely degraded as 
compared to the report receiving quality SIRqsch* ^^^^^ is no large influence in terms of error rate even If the interested 
30 frame is transmitted in the request mode # i. So the mode setting unit 1 41 sets the request mode # i as the modulation 
coding mode for the interested frame. 

'[0355] On the other hand, it goes to step S56 if the accumulation value A SIR is detennined to be positive in step 
S52, i.e., quality of the transmission path between the mobile temiinal 101 and the base station 131 is degraded from 
the time retroactive to the report delay time Tq corresponding to the latest mode request message, thereby improving 
25 the current receiving quality SIRqsch' the mobile temninal 1 01 as compared to the report receiving quality SIRqsch- 
In step S56, the mode setting unit 141 makes judgment if the accumulation value ASIR is larger than a predetennined 
positive threshold value THyp (THup>0). 

[0356] As for step S56, If the accumulation value ASIR is detennined not larger than a predetennlned positive thresh- 
old value THup, i.e., the current receiving quality SIRqsch the mobile temiinal 101 is improved as compared to the 
40 report receiving quality SIRqsch but the improvement is not significant, it goes to step S55 in which the mode setting 
unit 141 sets the request mode # i as the final modulation coding mode for the interested frame and the procedure is 
completed. 

[0357] In other words, this means that if the curent receiving quality SIRqsch the mobile terminal 1 01 is not largely 
improved as compared to the report receiving quality SIRqscH' transmission of the interested frame in the request 
^5 mode # i does not significantly affect the error rate and thus the mode setting unit 141 sets the request mode # I as 
the modulation coding mode for the interested frame without any change. 

[0358] In addition, if the accumulation value ASiR is detennined to be larger than the predetennined positive threshold 
value THyp, i.e., the current receiving quality SIRqsch' significantly improved as compared to the report receiving 
quality SIRqsch step S56, it goes to step S57. In step S57, the mode setting unit 141 corrects the request mode # 
so i to # i+1 and the conrected modulation coding mode # i+1 is finally sets as the modulation coding mode for the interested 
frame and the procedure is completed. 

[0359] In other words, if the current receiving quality SIRqsch' the mobile tenninal 101 Is significantly improved 
as compared to the report receiving quality SIRqsch* data transmission of the interested frame in the modulation coding 
mode having a higher data rate but tower resistance to noise than the request mode # i may be able to suppress the 
55 en-or rate FER to a certain low rate. So the mode setting unit 141 sets to the modulation coding mode # i+1 having 
lower resistance to noise but higher data rate than the request mode # i, thereby improving the data rate and thus 
transmission efficiency while suppressing the en^or rate FER. 

[0360] It is to be noted that the mode setting procedure in FtG.30 is executed for each frame to be adapttvely mod- 
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ulated and coded in the adaptive modulation and coding unit 14 

[0361] In addition, since only 3 modulation coding modes # 0, # 1 and # 2 are available in the above embodiment, 
if the request mode is # 0 in FIG.30, the modulation coding mode in step S54 remains In the request mode # 0. Similarly, 
if the request mode is # 2. the modulation coding mode in step S57 remains In the request mode # 2. 

5 [0362] As described hereinabove, connection of the modulation coding mode (request mode) represented by the 
mode request message available at the frame rate is made in the mode setting unit 141 based on the power control 
information TPC that is available at the shorter slot rate for setting the final modulation coding mode. This ensures that 
the interested frame is adaplively modulated and coded in the manner better suited for the current receiving quality in 
the mobile terminal 1 01 , thereby preventing degradation in transmission efficiency or improving transmission efficiency. 

10 [0363] It has to be noted that, although only 3 modulation coding modes # 0, # 1 and # 2 are used in the above 
embodiment, it is possible to use,2 or more than 3 modulation coding modes. 

[0364] In addition, although the correction is made in the embodiment In FIG.30 to change the modulation coding 
mode by only 1 mode, it Is possible to change the request mode by 2 modes or more. 

[0365] Here, although the mode request message is transmitted in the mobile tenninal 101 at the frame rate in the 
'5 above case, it is possible to transmit the mode request message, e.g., at an interval of predetemiined number of frames 
similar to the receiving quality message In FIG.7. For example, if the resources in the upstream line from the mobile 
terminal 1 01 to the base station 1 02 are short, It is possible to decrease the transmission frequency of the mode request 
message from the mobile terminal 101 . 

[0366] Now, illustrated in FIG.31 is the way of Iransmilling the mode request message from mobile terminal 101 in 
20 the interval of 3 frames. 

[0367] In case of transmitting the mode request message at the interval of several frames, the report delay time 
varies depending on the interested frames. It is necessary to modify the accumulation interval of the power control 
infomiation TPC taking this into consideration. 

[0368] In other words, as illustrated In FIG.31 , if the mode request message is transmitted, e.g., at ovory 3rd frame, 
25 the time when the next mode request message # 2 is received in the base station 131 after receiving a certain mode 
request message # 1 is after 3 frames. As a result, what is transmitted immediately after the timing of receiving the 
mode request message # 1 is a fourth franne as illustrated in FIG.31 . And the timing to receive the mode request 
message # 2 is 3 frames later than the 4th frame, or immediately before transmitting the 7th frame. 
[0369] As apparent from the above, it is necessary to set the modulation coding mode for the mobile temiinal 101 
30 using the mode request message # 1 for the time from the 4th frame and immediately before the 7th frame, or 3 frames 
up to the 6th frame. 

[0370] In this case, the report delay time Tp^ for the 4th frame is equal to the report delay time Jq. However, the 
report delay time Tp2 for the 5th frame and the report delay time for the 6th frame Tq^ are not equal to the report delay 
time Tq. In other words, the report delay time for the 5th frame is equal to the report delay time T^ plus 1 frame 
35 time. And the report delay time for the 6th frame is equal to the report delay time T^ plus 2 frame times. 

[0371] As a result, in case of transmitting the mode request message at the tnten/al of several frames, it is necessary 
to accumulate the power control information TPC in the accumulation unit 84 by varying the report delay time depending 
on interested frames. It is to be noted that the interested frames can be recognized by their packet frame numbers 
added to the frames. 

40 [0372] As described hereinabove, in case of changing the transmission frequency of the mode request message 
from the mobile terminal 1 01 depending on the resources in the upstream line, the frequency of occurrence of shortage 
of resources in the upstream line can be reduced, thereby suppressing interference to other users. Furthermore, even 
if the frequency of transmitting the mode request message may be reduce, degradation in transmissbn effteiency can 
be prevented because the modulation coding mode for the interested frames Is determined by the modulation coding 

45 mode (request mode) represented by the mode request message from the mobile tenninal 101 corrected based on 
the accumulation value of the power control information TPC received in the report delay time for each interested frame. 
[0373] It is to be noted that the transmission rale of the mode request message from the mobile terminal 1 01 can be 
variable rather than fixed.. 

[0374] In addition, in the case of the hand-off condition or soft hand-off condition when the mobile tenninal 1 01 is 
50 communicating not only with the base station 102 but also other base stations, changes in the receiving quality in 
DSCH channel indicated by the power control infomnation TPC cannot be considered as changes in the receiving 
quality in DSCH channel. So the transmission efficiency may be degraded if the request mode is corrected based on 
the power control information TPC. 

[0375] In view of that, if the mobile temninal 1 01 is under the soft hand-off condition, it is preferable to suppress the 
55 correction of the request mode based on the power control information. It is to be noted that suppression of the request 
mode based on the power control information may be easily realized by, e.g., not referring to the accumulation value 
of the power control Infonmation TPC by the accumulation unit in the mode setting unit 141 or increasing the absolute 
value of the threshold value -TH(,o„„ and TH,^ in the embodiment in FIG.30. 



^ISDOCID: <EP_. 124S95lAl_l_> 



30 



EP 1 249 951 A1 

[0376] It has to be noted that, since correction of the request mode may be inhibited in the base station 131 as 
described hereinabove under the soft hand-off condition, it is preferable that the mobile temninal 101 transmits the 
. mode request message to the base station 131 as frequently (in shorter interval) as the resources pennit in the mobile 

temriinallOI. 

5 [0377] In other words, under the soft hand-off condition, since correction of the request mode by the power control 
information is made in the mode setting unit 141 in the base station 131 , i.e., the correction of the modulation coding 
:mode corresponding to the change in the receiving quality during the report delay time is suppressed, it Is possible 
that the cun^ent receiving quality of the mobile tenninal 101 Is largely changed from the receiving quality of the mobile 
terminal 101 used for generation of the mode request message referenced in the nrwde setting unit 141 in the base 
10 station 131 In addition, if adaptive modulation and coding is perfonmed in such modulation coding mode may degrade 
the transmission efficiency. » * ^ 
v[0378] In view of that, In the case of suppressing the correction of1he request mode based on the. power control 
' infonnation, it is preferable that the mobile tenminal 101 transmits the mode request message to the base station 131 
-as frequently as possible, i.e.. transmitting the mode request message in such a manner as to make the report delay 
IS time as shorter as possible and the base station 131 sets the modulation coding mode based on such mode request 
message. 

[0379] It is to be noted that setting of the modulation coding mode by the mode setting unit 141 is performed by 
taking the available resources into consideration as Is the case in the mode setting unit 113 in FIG.23. 
[0380] Now, descriptions on the hand-off will be given hereunder. 
20 [0381] Although only mobile tenninals 1 and the base station 2 are shown in the communication system in FIG.1 (as 
well as the communication systems In FIG.9, FIG.22 and FIG.27), there Is a base station controlling station for managing 
and controlling the base station in an ^tua! communication system. 
' [0382] FIG.32 illustrates an example of a communication system including such base station controlling station. 
, [0383] Mobile terminal 301 has, e.g., the same construction as the mobile terminal 1 in FIG.8 and communicates 
25 with base stations 302-1 . 302-2 and receives data transmitted therefrom through DSCH channel (packet channel) and 
-DPCH channel (individual channel). 

[0384] It is to be noted that the mobile tenninal 301 may have the same construction as the mobile terminal 61 in 
FIG.8 or the mobile tenninal 101 in FIG.25 as well as the mobile tenninal 1 in FIG.8. 

[0385] The base stations 302^ and 3022 ^^^e the same construction as. e.g. the base station 2 In FIG.3 and 
30 has a servbe area (cell) for providing sewices to the mobile tenninals in the area with a predetermined strength of 

radio wave. In other words, the base stations can communicate with the mobile tenninal 1 01 in their servk:e areas. 

[0386] It is to be noted that the base stations 302^ and 3022 "^^V ^^ve the same construction as the base station 2 

in FIG.3 or the base station 62, 102 or 131 as illustrated in F1G.14, F1G.24 or F1G.28, respectively. 

[0387] it has to be noted that, in FIG.32 (as well as FIG.33'^ F1G.38 which will be described hereinafter), the cells to 
35 whfch the base stations 302^ and 3022 Provide services are shown by dotted lines. 

, [0388] . The base station controlling station 303 communicates, e.g. , over communication lines with the base stations 

302i, 3022 Qnd other base stations (not shown), thereby controlling the base stations 302^, 3022 controls the 

mobile temninal 301 by way of the base stations 302^, 3022- 

. [0389] In the embodiment as illustrated in FIG.32, the mobile tenninal 301 is in the ceil of only the base station 302^ , 
40 f thereby receiving communication services such as receiving data transmitted from the base station 302^ through DSCH 
rxhannel and DSCH channel. 

;[0390] The base station controlling station 303 communicates with the base stations 302^ and 3022 to recognize the 
mobile tenninals to whrch the base stations 302^ and 3022 Provide services. As a result, the base station controlling 
^station 303 in the embodiment in FIG.32 recognizes the mobile terminal 301 to whrch the base station 302^ provides 
45 'communication services. 

. rI0391] Later, the user of the mobile terminal 301 is assumed to move to the location where the cells of the base 
"slalions 302^ and 3022 overlap as illustrated in FtG.33. In this condition, the mobile terminal 301 can receive the radio 
waves not only from the base station 302^ but also from the base station 3022 w**^ ® '®vel higher than a predetennined 
signal level. The mobile terminal 301 transmits a message including that the radio wave from the base station 3022 is 
so received together with the signal strength of the radio wave to the base station 302^ from which the communication 
services are currently receiving. In this case, the base station 302^ transfers the message from the mobile terminal 
301 to the base statbn controlling station 303. 

[0392] The base station controlling station 303 makes a judgment of the need for the hand-off, i.e., switching the 
communication services to the mobile tenninal 301 (from the base station 302^ to 3022 ^^'^ case) based on the signal 
55 strength from the base station 3022 rnobile tenninal 301 included in the message transferred to the base station 
302^. 

[0393] If the base station controlliirig station 303 made a judgment that the hand-off is not needed, i.e.. the radio 
wave from the base station 3022 '^^^ t^8n a predetemnined signal strength in the mobile tenninal 301 , the base 
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station controlling station 303 instructs to the base station 302^ to continue the communication services. 
[0394] On the other hand, if the base station controlling station 303 made a judgment of the need for the hand-off. 
e.g., the radio wave from the base station 3022 mobile temiinal 301 is larger than a predetemiined threshold 
value, the base station controlling station 303 instmc^s the base station 3022 switched setting of various param- 
5 eters in DPCH channel as illustrated in FIG.34. Then, the base station 3022 perfomis parameter setting in DPCH 
channel based on the instruction of the base station controlling station 303, thereby making the base station 3022 
capable of providing the communication services to the mobile terminal 301 . 

[0395] The DPCH channel parameters include, e.g., a frame (timing) to be used for providing communication services 
to the mobile terminal 301 and a spread factor in the spread spectrum. In this case, the base station controlling station 
10 303 controls the base station 3022 same parameter setting as the hand-off source base station 302^. This is to 
achieve the soft hand-off In the mpbile tg miinal 301 by combining DPCH channel from the base station 302^ and DPCH 
channel from the base station 3022 (RAKE receiving). 

[0396] Thereafter, the base station controlling station 303 transmits to the mobile temiinal 301 a message to instruct 
hand-off through the hand-off source base station 302^ as illustrated in FIG.34. Upon receiving the message from the 
15 base station controlling station 303 through the base station 302^, the mobile terminal 301 is under the soft hand-off 
condition. As for DPCH channel both DPCH channel from the base station 302^ and DPCH channel from the base 
station 3022 received and combined , for the RAKE receiving. 

[0397] Although DPCH channel is the subject of soft hand-off herein, It is possible to make DSCH channel as the 
subject of soft hand-off. 

20 [0398] it is to be noted that the base station controlling station 303 is also controlling the report frequency of the 
receiving quality message by the mobile terminal 301 (report Interval) (thefrequency of transmitting the receiving quality 
message from the mobile temninal 301 to the base station for providing the communication services to the mobile 
temiinal 301 ). Such control is made onto the mobile terminal 301 from the base station controlling station 303 through 
the base station providing the communication sorvtecs to the mobile tcnninal 301 . 

25 [0399] It is to be noted that the control of the report frequency of the receiving quality message is made, e.g., through 
DPCH channel. However, it is possible that the control can be made through DSCH channel. 

[0400] If the mobile terminal 301 is not under the soft hand-off condition, i.e., the mobile terminal 301 is receiving 
communication services from only a single base station, the base station controlling station 303 controls the mobile 
temiinal 301 in such a manner that the report interval of the receiving quality message is basically predetermined long 
30 Inten/al, i.e., the receiving quality message is transmitted in a rate of a predetennlned number of frames. 

[0401] In this case, the mobile terminal 301 sends the receiving quality message to the base station providing the 
communication services to the mobile terminal 301 . e.g., at the interval of a predetermined number of frannes as illus- 
trated in FIG. 17. 

[0402] On the other hand, if the mobile terminal 301 is under the soft hand-off condition, i.e., both base stations 302^ 
35 and 3022 providing communication services to the mobile terminal 301 , the base station controlling station 303 
sets the report interval of the receiving quality message in the mobile terminal 301 through the base stations 302^ and 
3022 as illustrated in FIG.35. 

[0403] In other words, in this case, the base station controlling station 303 basically controls the mobile temninal 301 
so that the report frequency of the receiving quality message becomes high. In this manner, the mobile terminal 301 
40 transmits the receiving quality message to the both base stations 302^ and 3022 providing communication services to 
the mobile terminal 301 , e.g., at the frame rate as illustrated in FIG.1 5 rather than at the interval of several frames as 
illustrated In FIG.1 7. 

[0404] Assuming that the mobile terminal 301 is further moved after under the soft hand-off condition and the radio 
wave signal strength from the base station 3022 increases while that from the base station 302^ decreases, e.g. , below 
45 a predetermined level at the mobile terminal 301 , the base station controlling station 303 instructs the setting of various 
parameters to the base station 3022 illustrated in FIG.36. According to the instructions of the base station controlling 
station 303, the base station 3022 ^^^^ DSCH channel parameters. 

[0405] Furthennore, the base station controlling station 303 instructs hand-off of DSCH channel to the mobile terminal 
301 through the hand-off source base station 302^ and the base station 3022- In response to the instructions, the mobile 
so tenninal 301 switches (hand-off) the DSCH channel receiving from DSCH channel of the base station 302^ to DSCH 
channel of the base station 3022- 

[0406] After that, the mobile temninal 301 continues to move for further decreasing the radio wave signal strength 
from the base station 302^ to the mobile tenninal 301 . The base station controlling station 303 instructs the hand-off 
from the base station 302^ to the base station 3022 instructs to the hand-off source base station 302^ for 

55 releasing channel and other resources allocated to the mobile terminal 301 . The base station 302^ discontinues to 
provide communication services to the mobile temiinal 301 , which is now in the condition to receive communication 
services from only the base station 3022- 

[0407] In this manner, if the mobile terminal 301 is out of the soft hand-off condition, the base station controlling 
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. station 303 controls the mobile terminal 301 to extend the report period of the receiving quality message (or returns to 
the originai rate) as illustrated in FIG.38. Then, the mobile terminal 301 transmits the receiving quality message to the 

• base station 3022 which provides communication services to the mobile terminal 301 . e.g.. at the interval of predeter- 
mined number of franries as illustrated in FIG. 17 rather than at the frame rate as illustrated in FIG. 15. 
5 [0408] As a result, in case of the soft hand-off condition of the mobile temiinal 301 . the receiving quality in the mobile 
terminal 301 can be estimated relatively accurately by using only receiving quality message transmitted at the frame 
rate or at high frequency even if receiving quality estimation using both the receiving quality message and the power 
control infonnnation cannot be perfomned, e.g., like the communication system in FIG.9. 

[0409] On the other hand, if the mobile tenninal 301 is not under the soft hand-off condition, the receiving quality in 
10 the mobile temiinal 301 can be estimated by using only the receiving quality message transmitted at the intewal of a 
predetennined number of frames or at a*fdv/ frequency, i.e., by reducing the resources necessary to transmit the re- 
ceiving quality message. Additionally, in this case, like in the communication system in FIG. 9, when the receiving quality 
is estimated using the receiving quality message and the power control information, the receiving quality in the mobile 
terminal 301 can be estimated accurately. It is to be noted that, in case of estimating the receiving quality using the 
'5 receiving quality message and the power control infomiation, the receiving quality can be estimated In similar or better 
accuracy as compared to the receiving quality estimation using only the receiving quality message even if the report 
frequency of the receiving quality message in the mobile terminal 301 is low. 

[041 0] Next, FIG.39 shows an example of construction of the base station controlling station 303 for setting the report 
frequency of the receiving quality message by the mobile terminal 301 like the one described hereinabove. 
^0 [0411] Communication l/F 31 1 has a functfon as a communication Interface for controlling communication with the 
base stations 302^ and 3022, receiving data transmitted from the base stations 302^ and 3022 supplying such data 
to soft hand-off control unit 312. hand-off recognition unit 313 and base station information memory unit 314, and 
transmitting the^data from the soft hand-off control unit 312 or report frequency control unit 315 to the base stations 
302^ and 3022- 

^5 [0412] When the soft hand-off control unit 312 receives a judgment result of the need of hand-off from the hand-off 
recognition unif31 3 to the mobile tenninal 301 , it makes the controls necessary for soft hand-off such as DPCH channel 
and DSCH channel parameter settings of the base stations 302i and 3022 through the communicatk)n l/F 311 . 
[041 3] The hand-off recognition unit 31 3 judges the need of the above described hand-off of the mobile tenninal 301 
based on the message including the radio wave signal strength in the mobile tenninal 301 transmitted from the mobile 

30 tenminal 301 by way of the base stations 302^ and 3022 received by the communication l/F 311 . The judgment 
result is supplied to the soft hand-off control unit 312. And the hand-off recognition unit 313 recognizes if the mobile 
terminal 301 is under the soft hand-off condition based on the message of, e.g., the radio wave signal strength in the 
mobile tenninal 301 . The recognition result is supplied to the report frequency control unit 315. 
[0414] The base statton infonnation memory unit 314 stores the infomnation on the mobile terminal to whfch com- 

35 munication services are provided by the base stations 302^ and 3022 transmitted therefrom and received by the 
communication l/F 311 and the base station information on other base stations. It is to be noted that the base station 
information stored in the base station infonnation memory unit 314 can be referenced by the soft hand-off control unit 
312. the hand-off recognition unit 313 and the report frequency control unit 315. The soft hand-off control unit 312, the 
hand-off recognition unit 313 and the report frequency control unit 315 execute various procedures by refemng to the 

40 infonnation stored in the base station infonmation memory unit 312 as necessity arises. 

[0415] The report frequency control unit 316 executes the report frequency control procedure for controlling the 
reporting frequency (report period) of the receiving quality message of the mobile terminal 301 based on whether or 
not the mobile terminal 301 is under the soft hand-off condition. 

[041 6] In the base station controlling station 303 having the above construction, the base station infonnation trans- 
45 mitted from the base stations 302, and 3022 received by the communication l/F 31 1 and supplied to the base station 
information memory unit 314. 

[0417] Also, in the communication l/F 311 , the radio wave signal strength in the mobile terminal 301 transmitted from 
the mobile tenminal 301 through the base station 302, and 3022 *® received and supplied to the hand-off recognition 
unit 313. 

so [0418] The hand-off recognition unit 313 judges whether or not the hand-off is necessary based on the radio wave 
receiving strength in the mobile tenminal 301 from the communication l/F 31 1 and, if judged that there is need for hand- 
off, the judgment result is supplied to the soft hand-off control unit 312. 

[0419] Upon receiving the judgment result of the need for hand-off of the mobile terminal 301 from the hand-off 
recognition unit 313, the soft hand-off control unit 312 makes the necessary controls for soft hand-off of the base 
55 stations 302^ and 3022 through the communication l/F 311 . 

[0420] Also, the hand-off recognition unit 31 3 judges whether or not the mobile terminal 301 is under the soft hand- 
off condition and the judgment result is supplied to the report frequency control unit 31 5. 

[0421 ] Upon receiving from the hand-off recognition unit 31 3 the judgment result that the mobile terminal 301 is under 
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the soft hand>off condition, the report frequency control unit 314 sets the report frequency of the receiving quality 
message in the mobile terminal 301 to high frequency and such instruction information is transmitted to the mobile 
terminal 301 through either the base station 302^ and 3022 through the communication l/F 31 1 . In this case, the mobile 
terminal 301 Is set to generate the receiving quality message in high frequency and such high frequency message is 
5 inserted into the transmission data. As a result, the mobile temiinal 301 transmits the receiving quality message in 
higher frequency as compared to the case not under the soft hand-off condition. 

[0422] In addition, if the recognition result is received from the hand-off recognition unit 31 3 saying that the mobile 
tennlnal 301 is not under the soft hand-off condition, the report frequency control unit 31 4 sets the report frequency of 
the receiving quality message of the mobile terminal 301 to a low frequency and the Instruction information Is transmitted 
10 to the mobile temiinal 301 through the communication l/F 311 and the base station 302^ and 3022- In this case, the 
receiving quality message generation fcequency in the mobile terminal 301 is set to low frequency and is inserted into 
the transmission data In such low frequency As a result, the mobile temiinal 301 transmits the receiving quality message 
In low frequency as compared to the case unde the soft hand-off condition. 

[0423] It has to be noted that, although the report frequency control procedure for controlling the report frequency 
'5 of the receiving quality message by the mobile terminal 301 is executed by the base station controlling station 303 In 
response to whether or not the mobile temninal 301 is under the soft hand-off condition, It Is possible to execute such 
report frequency control procedure In response to, e.g., the condition of the resources of the base stations 302^ and 
3022 9 . number of codes, power, interference, hardware resources In the base stations, software resources and 
other communication resources). 
20 [0424] In other words, for example, in case of any vacancy in resources such as the number of mobile terminals to 
which communication services are provided by the base station (i.e., the number of mobile tenminals in the cell of the 
base station) and small interference amount, the report frequency of the receiving quality message can be set to high 
frequency. On the other hand, If resources are saturated due to a large number of mobile terminals in the cell of the 
base station or large interference amount, or if it Is desired to suppress Intorfcrcnco amount, the report frequency of 
25 the receiving quality message can be set to low frequency. 

[0425] It is to be noted that interference amount can be transmitted to the base station controlling station 303 from 
each base station 302^ and 3022, ^023, as Illustrated In, e.g., FIG. 40 so that the base station controlling station 303 
can recognizes it. 

[0426] In addition, the number of mobile temriinals in the cell of each of the base stations 302^ and 3022, 3023, as 
30 can be recognized from, e.g., the number of channels in DPCH channel that the base station controlling station 303 
allocated to each base station. In this case, the number of mobile terminals (number of users) within the cell can be 
recognized by the base station controlling station 303 without being transmitted from each of the base stations 302^ 
and 3022, ^023. 

[0427] Next, reference is made to the flowchart In FIG. 41 for further description of the report frequency control 
35 procedure in the base station controlling station 303 in FIG. 39 for controlling the report frequency of the mobile terminal 
301 in response to both interference amount and the number of users in the cell. 

[0428] In this case, the report frequency control procedures in FIG. 41 A and FIG. 41 B are executed in parallel in the 
report frequency control unit 315 of the base station controlling station 303 (FIG. 39). 

[0429] In other words, the report frequency control unit 31 5 of the base station controlling unit 303 (FIG. 39) receives 
40 interference amount from the base station # i through the communication l/F 311 and the base station Information 
memory unit 314. 

[0430] Here, although there are various definitions of interference amount. 3GPP Technical Specification 25.215, e. 
g.. discloses base station transmission power, signal-to-lnterference ratio, signal-to-lnterference ratio error, etc. In this 
particular case, e.g., a signal-to-interference ratio error is used as interference amount. It is to be noted here that the 
^5 signal-to-interference ratio error represents the difference between the receiving quality estimated in the base station 
and the receiving quality from which a predetermined FER set for guaranteeing the quality of services provided by the 
base station (referred to as a reference receiving quality hereinafter). Larger the value, poorer is the receiving quality 
estimated In the base station than the reference receiving quality. 

[0431] In the report frequency control procedure in FIG,41 A, the report frequency control unit 315 calculates in step 
so SI 01 the average value of the signal-to-lnterference ratio error AvgEn-orti] for the base station # i by dividing the sum 
of the signal-to-interference en-ors for all mobile tennlnals within the cell of the base station # i transmitted from the 
base station # i by the number of users in the cell of the base station # i. Then, the procedure advances to step SI 02. 
[0432] In step S102, the report frequency control unit 315 judges whether or not the average value of the signal-to- 
interference ratio errors AvgErrorfi] for the base station # i is greater (equalto or greater) than a predetemnined threshold 
55 value Th_SIR_H. 

[0433] If the average value of the signal-to-interference ratio error for the base station # i AvgEn'or[i] is determined 
greater than the predetemnined threshold value Th_SIR_H, i.e., the interference amount in the base station # i is large 
and it Is difficult to maintain the quality of communication services in the base station # I without any countermeasure, 
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the procedure advances to step S103. The report frequency control unit 45 indicates by setting, e.g., 1 as a 1-bit 
interference flag sjig indicating that the interference amount is large. Then, the procedure advances to step S104. 
[0434] In step S104. the report frequency control unit 315 sets the report frequency of the receiving quality message 
in the mobile tenminals within the cell of the base station # i to a lower frequency than the cun-ent frequency and controls 
5 the communication l/F 31 1 to transmit such instmction information. The communication l/F 31 1 transmits such instruc- 
tion infonmation to mobile tenninals within the cell of the base station # i by way of the base station # i. This sets the 
report frequency of the receiving quality message from the mobile tenminals to low frequency for suppressing the use 
of resources of the base station # i. and thus suppressing interference amount. 

[0435] Then, retuming to step SI 01 for waiting for transmission of a new interference amount (i.e., signal-to-inter- 

10 ference ratio error), the same procedure as described hereinabove is repeated. 

[0436] On the other hand. If the avAeraga value of the signal-to-interference ratio error for the base station # i AvgError 
[i] is detemiined not greater than the predetermined threshold value Th_SIR_H in step SI 02, the procedure advances 
to step SI 05 in which the report frequency control unit 315 checks whether or not the interference flag s Jig is 1 . 
[0437] If determined in step S105 that^he interference flag sJIg is not 1, i.e., the interference flag sJIg is, e.g., 0 

IS indicating a low interference amount, it returns to step 8101 and waits for transmission of a new interference amount 
for repeating the above procedure. 

[0438] As a result, in this case, the repoit frequency of the mobile temnlnals within the cell of the base station # I 
maintains the cun-ent condition. 

[0439] In addition, if the interference flag s.flg is determined lo 1 in step SI 05, i.e., the interference flag sj\g was 
^ detemnined to 1 in step SI 03 and the interference flag sJIg continued to remain 1 , the procedure advances to step 
S1 06. The report frequency control unit 315 checks whether or not the average value of the signal-to-interference ratio 
en-or for the base station # i AvgErrorfi] is smaller (or equal to or less) than a low threshold value Th_SIR_L smaller 
than the threshold value Th_SIR_H in step SI 02. 

[0440] If it is dctonnined in step SI 06 that the average value of signal-to-intcrfcrencc ratio error of the base station 
25 # j is less than the threshold value Th_SIR_L, i.e., the average value of signal-to-interference ratio error for the base 
station # I AvgError(i] is less than the threshold value Th_SIR_H in step SI 02 but not less than the threshold value 
Th_SIR_L, i.e., the interference amount in the base station # i is not very large but is quite large, the procedure returns 
to step S1 01 to wait for a new interference amount to be transmitted from the base station # I and the above procedure 
is repeated hereinafter. 

30 [0441 ] As a result, in this case, the report frequency of the receiving quality message by the mobile terminals within 
the cell of the base station # i is not changed from the cun-ent value. 

[0442] In addition, if the average value of signal-to-interference ratio errors of the base station # i AvgErrorfi] is 
detennined less than the threshold value Th_SIR_L in step 8106, i.e., the interference amount in the base station # i 
is low, the procedure advances to step 8107. The report frequency control unit 315 sets the interference flag s_flg to 
35 0 Indicating low interference amount and the procedure advances to step 81 08. 

[0443] In step S108, the report frequency control unit 315 checks whether a 1 bit user number flag njig indicating 
the number of users (the number of temnlnals) within the cell of the base station # i is, e.g., 0 Indicating relatively small 
number. 

[0444] It is to be noted that the user flag nJIg 1 indicates that the number of users is relatively large. Also^ setting 
40 of the user number n Jig to 0 or 1 is made in accordance with the report frequency control procedure as described 
hereinafter and illustrated in the flowchart in FIG.41B. 

[0445] If it is detemnined that the user number flag n Jig is not 0 in step 81 08, i.e.. the user number flag n Jig is 1 
and the number of users within the cell of the base station # i is not small (i.e., the user number is large or not very 
large but fairly large), the procedure advances to step 8101 and waits for transmission of new Interference amount 
45 from the base station # i. The above procedure is repeated hereinafter. 

[0446] As a result, also in this case, the report frequency of the receiving quality message of the mobile terminals 
within the cell of the base station # i is not changed from the current setting in the case. 

[0447] In addition, if it is detennined in step 8108 that the user number flag nJIg is 0. i.e., the number of users within 
the ceil of the base station # r is small, the procedure advances to step 8109. The report frequency control unit 315 

so sets the report frequency of the receiving quality message from the mobile terminals within the cell of the base station 
# i to higher frequency than the current frequency (e.g., if the report frequency was set to low frequency in the past 
step 8104 or step S113 in FIG. 41B to be described hereinafter, such sotting Is returned to the initial frequency) and 
such instruction infomiation is transmitted from the communteation l/F 311 . The communksation l/F 311 transmits the 
instruction infonmation from the report frequency control unit 315 to the mobile terminals within the cell of the base 

55 station # i through such base station # i, thereby setting the report frequency of the receiving quality message of the 
mobile terminals to high frequency. 

[0448] The procedure then returns to step 8101 and waits for transmission of new interference amount from the 
base station # i and the above procedure is repeated hereinafter 
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[0449] Next, in the report frequency control procedure in FIG. 41 B, the report frequency control unit 315 checks in 
step S111 if the number of users within the cell of the base station # i Num_usr[i] is larger (or equal to or larger) than 
a predetermined threshold value Th_N_H. 

[0450] In step S1 11 , if the number of users within the cell of the base station # i Num usr(i] is determined to be larger 
5 than a predetemiined threshold value Th_N_H. i.e., the number of users within the cell of the base station # i is large 
so that the resources of the base station # i may saturate and makes it difficult to maintain the quality of services, the 
procedure advances to step S1 1 2. The report frequency control unit 31 5 sets the user number flag n_flg to 1 indicating 
that the number of users is large and the procedure advances to step S113. 

[0451] In step S1 13, the report frequency control unit 315 sets the report frequency of the receiving quality message 
^0 of the mobile tenninals within the cell of the base station # i to lower frequency than the current frequency as is the 
case in step SI 04 in FIG.41 A. Such instruction infomiation is transmitted from the communication l/F 311. The com- 
munication l/F 311 transmits the instruction information from the report frequency control unit 31 5 to mobile tenninals 
within the cell of the base station # i through such base station # i. This sets the report frequency of the receiving quality 
message of the mobile terminals to low frequency, thereby suppressing the use of resources of the base station # i. 
t5 [0452] In addition, the procedure returns to step S1 11 and the above procedure will be repeated hereinafter. 

[0453] On the other hand, if the number of users within the cell of the base station # i Num_usr[i] is detennined not 
larger than a predetemiined threshold value Th_N_H in step 8111 , the procedure advances to step S114 in which the 
report frequency control unit 315 checks If the user number flag n Jig is 1 . 

[0454] If the user number flag n_rig is determined not 1 in step 3114, i.e., the user number flag n_flg is 0 indicating 
that the number of users within the cell is small, the procedure returns to step S1 11 to repeat the above procedure 
hereinafter. 

[0455] As a result, in this case, the report frequency of the receiving quality messages of the mobile terminals within 
the cell of the base station # i is not changed from the cun-ent frequency. 

[0456] In addition, if the user number flag n_flg is detennined 1 in step 8114, i.e., the user number flag n_flg was 
set to 1 in the past step S1 14 and the user number flag n_flg remained 1 thereafter, the procedure advances to step 
S1 1 5. The report frequency control unit 31 5 checks if the user number within the cell of the base station # i is less than 
the threshold value Th_N_H in step S111 smaller (or equal to and smaller) than the low threshold value Th_N_L 
[0457] If the user number within the cell of the base station # i Num.usrfi] Is determined less than the threshold value 
Th_N_L in step S115. or the user number within the cell of the base station # i Num_usr(i] is less than the threshold 
30 value Th_N_H in step S1 1 1 but not less than the threshold value Th_SIR_L, i.e.. the number of users within the cell of 
the base station # i is not very large but fairly large, the procedure returns to step S111 . The above procedure will be 
repeated hereinafter. 

[0458] As a result, even in this case, the report frequency of the receiving quality message of the mobile terminals 
within the cell of the base station # i is not changed from the current frequency 
35 [0459] In addition, if the user number Num_usr[il within the cell of the base station # i is detennined less than the 
threshold value Th_N_L in step S1 15, I.e., the user number within the cell of the base station # i is small, the procedure 
advances to step S11 6. The report frequency control unit 315 sets the user number flag n Jig to 0 indicating that the 
user number is small. Then, the procedure advances to step S117. 

[0460] In step S1 17, the report frequency control unit 315 checks if the interference flag sjig rndrcating relative 
40 magnitude of the interference amount in the base station # i is 0 indicating that the interference amount is small. 
[0461] If the interference flag sJIg is detennined not 0 in step S1 17, i.e., the Interference flag sJIg is 1 and the 
interference amount in the base station # i is not small (i.e., the interference amount is large or not very large but is 
moderately large), the procedure returns to step S11 1 . The above procedure will be repeated hereinafter. 
[0462] As a result, even In this case, the report frequency of the receiving quality message by the mobile terminals 
45 within the cell of the base station # i Is not changed from the current frequency in this case. 

[0463] In addition, if the interference amount sJIg is detennined 0 in step 3117. I.e., the interference amount in the 
base station # I is small the procedure advances to step 3118. In this step S118, the report frequency control unil 315 
sets the report frequency of the receiving quality message by the mobile tenninals within the cell of the base station U 
\ to higher frequency than the current rate as Is the case in step S109 in FIG. 41 A. Such instruction Information Is 
so transmitted to the communication l/F 311 . The communication l/F 311 transmits the instruction information to mobile 
tenninals within the cell of the base station # i through such base station # i, thereby setting the report frequency of 
the receiving quality message of the mobile terminals to high frequency. 

[0464] Then, the procedure returns to step S111 and the above procedure will be repeated thereafter. 
[0465] According to the report frequency control procedure in FIG. 41 , the report frequency is sets to low frequency 
if the interference amount becomes high or if the number of users in the cell increases. And the report frequency of 
the receiving quality message will remain unchanged from the current rate until the interference amount becomes low 
or the number of users within the cell reduces sufficiently. However, when the interference amount reduces sufficiently 
and the number of users within the cell decreases sufficiently, the report frequency of the receiving quality message 
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becomes high frequency (returns to the initial rate). 

[0466] In addition, although the above described report frequency control procedure can be executed at. e.g.. frame 
. rate or at the Inten/al of several frames. 

[0467] Moreover, although the report frequency of the receiving quality message is controlled in the above case, a 
5 similar control may be made on the report frequency of the mode request message. 

[0468] Furthenrtore, although the report frequency of the receiving quality message will be decreased sequentially 
if the average value of the interference amount AvgErrorfiJ is less than the threshold value Th_SIR_H and if the user 
number within the cell Num_usr(i] is greater than the threshold value Th_N_H in the above embodiment, such switching 
of the report frequency can be 2 steps, i.e., a first step and a second step which is lower frequency than the first 

10 frequency This can be achieved by setting the report frequency in steps SI 04 and S113 in the embodiment in FIG. 
41 to the second frequency and selting the report frequency to the first frequency in the steps S109 and S11 8. 
[0469] Next, FIG. 42 illustrates the construction of another example of the base station 131 In FIG. 27. It is to be 
noted in FIG. 42 that the units correspdndirig to those in FIG. 28 use the same reference numerals and their descriptions 
will be omitted hereinafter. In other words, the base station 1 31 in FIG. 42 has basically the same construction as that 

« in FIG. 28 except the new provision of threshold control portion 151 . 

[0470] Supplied to the threshold control unit 151 is a resend request message from the resend request message 
extraction unit 111. The threshold control Ufiit.1 51 controls (con-ects) the threshold values -Th^^^^^ and TH^p to be used 
in the mode setting procedure in the mode setting unit 141 in FIG. 30 based on the resend request message supplied 
from the resend request message extraction unit 111 . 

20 [0471] In other words, in the base station 131 in FIG. 28, identical threshold values -TH^jo^ and TH^^ are used for 
all mobile temiinals in the mode setting procedure executed by the mode setting unit in FIG. 30. 
[0472] Although efficient data transmission is possible using identical threshold values -Th j^^^ and TH^p for all mobile 
terminals if they have the same receiving characteristic, it is not common that all mobile terminals have the same 
receiving characteristic. Accordingly, for achicving efficient data transmission by all mobile terminals having different 

55 receiving characteristic, it is necessary to execute the mode setting procedure in FIG. 30 using threshold values TH^j^^^^ 
and THyp corresponding to the receiving characteristic of individual mobile tenninal. 

[0473] For this end, in the base station 131 in FIG. 42, the threshold values -Th^jig^n and TH^p to be use in the mode 
setting procedure in the threshold control unit 151 FIG. 30 are controlled to values corresponding to the receiving 
characteristic of the mobile terminals 131 . 
30 [0474] In other words, FIG. 43 is a flowchart illustrating the threshold control procedure in the threshold control unit 
151. 

[0475] This threshold control procedure is executed at every time when a frame is supplied to the resend request 
message extraction unit 111 from the demodulation unit 19. 

[0476] In other words, in the threshold control procedure, the threshold control unit 151 checks in first step S61 If 
35 the resend request message is received from the resend request message extraction unit 111 , 

[0477] If it is determined to have received the resend request message in step S61 , the threshold control unit 151 
sequentially advances to steps S62 and S63. In order to make modulation coding mode of high data rate Is hard to be 
set, the threshold value TH^^ is corrected to a large value. In order to make the modulation coding mode of high 
resistance to noise easy to set, the threshold value TH^^r, is corrected to a smaller value. 
40 [0478] In other words, the fact that the resend request message is received by the base station 131 indicates that 
the data transmitted to the mobile tenminal 101 from the base station 131 was insufficient in resistance to noise char- 
acteristic. It is therefore preferable to correct the threshold values 'TH^^^ and TH^^wn so that a high data rate modulation 
coding mode, i.e., a low resistance to noise modulation coding mode Is hard to be set and a high resistance to noise 
modulation coding mode is easy to be set. 
45 [0479] So, in step S62, the threshold control unit 151 calculates a correction amount (referred to as threshold cor- 
rection amount hereinafter) ATH of the threshold values THyp and TH^jo^^ in accordance with, e.g., the following ex- 
pression: 



[0480] It is to be noted that a is a value corresponding to a targeted error rate FER and 0 < a < 1 . In addition, D is 
a reference value for correcting the threshold value THyp and TH^^^n, 

[0481] In step S562, when the threshold con-ection value ATH is calculated, the procedure advances to step S63. 
55 The threshold control unit 151 con-ects the thereshold values TH^p and THjj^,^^ In response to the threshold con-ection 
amount ATH in accordance with, e.g., the following expression and completes the procedure. 



so 



ATH=:(1-a)xD 
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"^^down = Th^^^ - ATH (9) 

[0482] On the other hand, if it is detenmined that no resend request message is received, the threshold control unit 
151 advances sequentially to steps S64 and S65. The threshold TH^ is corrected to a smaller value so that a high 
data rate modulation coding mode is hard to be set and a threshold value TH^^ is corrected to a larger value so that 
a higher resistance to noise modulation coding mode is easily to be set. 

[0483] In other words, If the ba^e staVion 131 does not receive the resend request message means that the data 
transmitted from the base station 131 to the mobile tenninal 1 01 has sufficient resistance to noise and it is possible to 
transmit the data at even higher data rate, ft is preferable to con-ect the threshold values TH^p and TH^^ so that the 
modulation coding mode to higher resistance to noise. I.e. . a lower data rate is hard to be set and the modulation coding 
mode of higher data rate is easily to be set. Accordingly, in step S64, the threshold control unit 315 calculate the 
correction amount (threshold correction amount) ATH of the threshold values TH^p and TH^™ in accordance with the 
following expression: 



20 ATH = a X D 



(10) 



[0484] If the threshold correction amount ATH is calculated in step S64. the threshold control unit 161 advances to 
step S65 and con-ects the threshold values TH^p and TH^o^ in accordance with the following expression and completes 
the procedure. 



30 Thrown = THdown + ^TH (11) 

[0485] It is to be noted that the threshold correction procedure in FIG. 43 is executed for each mobile terminal. In 
the mode setting procedure in FIG.43 for each mobile tenninal. the threshold values TH„p and TH^own as calculated 
in the threshold control procedure are used for each of the mobile temninals. 

[0486] Next, FIG. 44 is a flowchart of another embodiment of the threshold control processing in the threshold control 

unit 151. 

[0487] In the embodiment in FIG. 44, It is checked in first step S71 if the resend request message is received like 
step S61 in FIG. 43. 

[0488] If it Is determined that the resend request message is received in step S71 , the threshold- control unit 151 
advances to step S72 and increments 1 as a variable 'count* for counting the number of continuous resend request 
messages. Then, the procedure advances to step S73. 

[0489] In step S73, the threshold control unit 151 checks if the variable 'counf Is greater than M. I the variable 'count' 
is detenmined greater than M in step S73, the procedure advances sequentially to steps S74 and S75. Similar proce- 
dures are followed in these steps as steps S62 and S63 in FIG. 43, respectively And the procedure is completed. 
[0490] On the other hand, if it is detemiined that no resend request message is received in step S71 , the threshold 
control unit 151 advances to step S76 and the variable 'count' is reset to 0. And the procedure advances sequentially 
to steps S77 and S78 for executing respectively similar procedures to steps S64 and S65 In FIG.43 before completing 
the procedure. 

[0491] As a result, in the embodiment in FIG.44, If no resend request message is received by the base station 131 
from the mobile temninals, correction of the threshold values TH^p and TH^omt made in the similar manner to the 
case in FIG.43. 

[0492] On the other hand, If the resend request message is received by the base station 1 3 1 from the mobile terminals 
131 , con-ection of the threshold values TH^^p and THjo^n »s made in the similar manner to the case in FIG. 43 only if 
the resend request message is received continuously for more than M times. 

[0493] In other words, in the embodiment in FIG. 44, correction of the threshold values TH^p and TH^o^n in such a 
manner as to set to the modulation coding mode of higher resistance to noise is made only if the resend request 
messages are transmitted in M consecutive frames. 
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[0494] It is to be noted, however, that correction of the threshold values TH^p and TH^jq^ can be made to have a 
desired receiving quality based on, e.g.. the receiving frequency of the resend request messages, error rate FER or 
residual en-or rate by calculating the error rate FER In the mobile terminal 1 01 or the residual en^or rate after resending. 
[0495] The series of procedures as described hereinabove can be performed by means of hardware or software. In 
the case of performing the series of procedures by means of software, programs for embodying such software may 
be installed in a general-purpose computer or the like. 

[0496] I llustrated in F IG . 45 is the construction of a computer in which the programs for executing the above described 
procedures may be installed. 

[0497] The programs may be stored in advance in a hard disk 205 or ROM 203 installed In the computer as recording 



[0498] Alternatively, such progrartis ma^'be temporarily or penmanently stored (saved) in removable recording me- 
dium 211 such as a flexible disk, a CD-ROM (Compact Disc Read Only Memory), an MD (Magneto Optical) disk, a 
semiconductor memory, etc. Such removable recording medium 211 can be provided as so-called package software. 
[0499] It Is to be noted that such progft-ams may be transferred to the computer from a download site in wireless 
'5 manner by way of a communication satellite for digital broadcasting satellite, or through a wire by way of a network 
such as LAN (Local Area Network), the Internet, etc. In the computer the programs transfen-ed in the above manner 
are received at communication unit 208 and installed into built-in hard disk 205. 

[0500] The computer Includes a built-in CPU (Central Processing Unit) to which Instructions are entered In input unit 
207 connected to inpul/ouLpul interface 210 through a keyboard, a rrrause. a microphone or the like under operation 

20 by a user. The programs stored in ROM (Read Only Memory) 203 are executed on receiving such instmctions. Alter- 
natively, the CPU 202 can executes by loading into RAM (Random Access Memory) 204 programs stored in the hard 
disk 205, installed in the hard disk 205 by receiving in communication unit 208 transferred from a satellite or a network, 
or installed in the hard disk 205 by reading out of removable recording medium 211 loaded onto drive 209. In this 
manner, the CPU 202 executes the procedures in the above flowcharts or the process in the block diagrams as dc- 

25 scribed hereinabove. And the CPU 202 outputs the results of such procedures through the input/output interface 210 
onto output unit 206 comprising an LCD (Liquid Crystal Display), a speaker or the like, transmitted from the commu- 
nicatbn unit 208 or may be recorded in the hard disk 205. 

[0501] It is to be noted that the processing steps describing the programs for instructing the computer to execute 
various processing in this specification Is not necessarily follow the time sequence as illustrated in the flowchart. Parallel 

30 or individual processing (e.g.. parallel processing or object processing) may be included. 

[0502] In addition, programs may be executed by a single computer or by a plurality of computers in a distributed 
processing manner. It is also possible to execute the programs by transferring such programs to a remote computer. 
[0503] It has to be noted that, although the present invention has been described about a system for wireless com- 
munication by the W-CDMA system in the above embodiments, the present invention can be applied to any commu- 

35 nication system other than the W-CDMA. The present invention is applicable to not only a wireless communkiation but 
also a wire communication. The present invention is not restricted to mobile terminals. 

[0504] When DSCH channel (FIG.10 (B)) is not allocated to a mobile tenninal, i.e., no communication is made be- 
tween the mobile terminal and the base station, it is possible to set a low transmission frequency of the receiving quality 
message or the mode request message from the mobile tenninal to the base station. On the contrary, when DSCH 
40 channel is allocated to a mobile tenninal, i.e., the communication is established between the mobile temninal and the 
base station. It is possible to set a high transmission frequency of the receiving quality message or the mode request 
message from the mobile tenninal to the base station. 

Industrial Applicability 

45 

[0505] According to the first infonnatlon processing apparatus, the first Infonnation processing method, the first pro- 
gram and the first recording medium of the present invention, thecun^enl receiving quality of a communication apparatus 
is estimated based on both the receiving quality message transmitted from the communication apparatus at a first 
inten/al and the power control Infonnation transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first interval. As a result, 

so the cun-ent receiving quality of the communication apparatus can be estimated accurately. 

[0506] According to the first communication apparatus, the first communication method, the second program and 
the second recording medium of the present invention, a receiving quality thereof may bo calculated based on the 
received signal from an information processing apparatus for generation of the receiving quality message indicating 
the receiving quality thereof and the power control infonnation is also generated for requesting transmission power 

55 adjustment of the information processing apparatus based on the signal received from the infonmation processing 
apparatus. Then, the receiving quality message is inserted into the transmission signal to the infonnation processing 
apparatus to be transmitted at a first interval and the power control infonnation is inserted into the transmission signal 
at a second inten^al shorter than the first interval. As a result, the current receiving quality of the communication ap- 
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paratus can be estimated accurately in the information processing apparatus based on the receiving quality message 
and the power control information. 

[0507] According to the first communication system and the second communication method of the present invention, 
a receiving quality thereof can be calculated in a communication apparatus based on the signal received from an 

5 infonnation processing apparatus for generating the receiving quality nnessage indicating its receiving quality and a 
power control information for requesting transmission power adjustment of the infonnation processing apparatus is 
generated based on the signal received from the information processing apparatus. And the receiving quality message 
is inserted into the transmission signal to the information processing apparatus to be transmitted at a first interval and 
the power control information is inserted into the transmission signal at a second Interval shorter than the first interval. 

10 On the other hand, in the information processing apparatus, the current receiving quality of the communication appa- 
ratus is estimated based on both the receiving quality message and the power control infomiation. As a result, the 
current receiving quality of the communicmion apparatus can be estimated accurately. 

[0508] According to the second infonnation processing apparatus, the second information processing method, the 
third program and the third recording medium of the present invention, acquired are a mode request message trans- 

15 mitted from a communication apparatus at a first interval and a power control infomiation for requesting transmission 
power adjustment transmitted from the communication apparatus at a second interval shorter than the first interval. 
And a transmission mode to the communication apparatus is set based on both the mode request message and the 
power control information. As a result, efficient communication in the transmission mode best suited for the current 
receiving quality in the communication apparatus can be made. 

20 [0509] According to the second communication apparatus, the third communication method, the fourth program and 
the fourth recording medium of the present invention, a receiving quality thereof can be calculated based on the signal 
received from an infonnation processing apparatus for generating a mode request message indicating the requesting 
transmission mode based on the receiving quality and also generating a power control infonnation requesting a trans- 
mission power adjustment of the information processing apparatus based on the signal received from the infonnation 

25 processing apparatus. And the mode request message is inserted into the transmission signal to the information 
processing apparatus so as to be transmitted at a first interval and the power control infonnation is inserted into the 
transmission signal at a second interval shorter than the first interval. As a result, efficient communication can be made 
in the transmission mode best suited for the current receiving quality of the communication apparatus. 
[051 0] According to the second communication system and the fourth communication method of the present inven- 

30 tion, a receiving quality thereof can be calculated in a communication apparatus based on the signal received from an 
infonnation processing apparatus for generating a mode request message indicating the requesting transmission mode 
based on the receiving quality and a power control infonnation for requesting the transmission power adjustment of 
the infonnation processing apparatus is generated based on the signal received from the information processing ap- 
paratus. And the mode request message is inserted into the transmission signal to the infonnation processing apparatus 

35 at a first interval and the power control infonnation is inserted into the transmission signal in a second interval shorter 
than the first interval. On the other hand, acquired in the infonmation processing apparatus are the mode request 
message transmitted from the communication apparatus at the first interval and the power control infonnation trans- 
mitted from the communication apparatus at the second Interval. And the transmission mode for the communication 
apparatus is set based on both the mode request message and the power control infonmation. As a result, efficient 

40 communication can be made in the transmission mode best suite for the current receiving quality of the communication 
apparatus. 

[051 1] According to the third infomnation processing apparatus of the present invention, a receiving quality message 
indicating the receiving quality calculated in a communication apparatus and transmitted therefrom at an interval of a 
predetermined number of frames is acquired and the current receiving quality of the communication apparatus is es- 
45 timated based on the receiving quality message. As a result, the receiving quality can be estimated without using large 
resources for acquisition of the receiving quality message. 

[0512] According to the third communication apparatus of the present invention, a receiving quality thereof can be 

calculated at an interval of a predetermined number of frames based on the signal received from the an information 
processing apparatus for generating the receiving quality message indicating the receiving quality. And the receiving 
so quality message is inserted into the transmission signal to the infonnation processing apparatus at an inten^al of a 
predetermined number of frames. As a result, the receiving quality message can be transmitted without using large 
resources. 

[0513] According to the fourth infonnation processing apparatus of the present invention; under the soft hand-off 
condition of a communication apparatus, a receiving quality message to be transmitted at an interval of a predetermined 
55 frames and indicating the receiving quality calculated in the communication apparatus is acquired and the current 
receiving quality o the communication apparatus is estimated based only on the receiving quality message. As a result, 
under the soft hand-off condition, the receiving quality message at every frame can be estimated. 
[0514] According to the fourth communication apparatus of the present invention, under the soft hand-off condition. 
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a receiving quality thereof can be calculated at an interval of predetermined frannes for generating the receiving quality 
message indicating the receiving quality. And the receiving quality is inserted into the transmission signal to an Infor- 
. matlon processing apparatus at every predetennined frames. As a result, underthe soft hand-off condition, the receiving 
quality message can be transmitted at the frame rate. 

5 [0515] According to the first receiving quality message report controlling method of the present invention, recognized 
Is if a communication apparatus Is under the soft hand-off condition, and the report interval of the receiving quality 
message in the communication apparatus Is set depending on whether or not the communication apparatus Is under 
the soft hand-off condition. As a result, It is possible to change the receiving quality message reporting interval de- 
pending on the soft hand-off condition. 

10 '.[0516] According to the fifth infomiation processing apparatus of the present invention, acquired is the receiving 
quality message indicating the receiving quality transmitted from a communication apparatus at a predetermined fre- 
quency and calculated in the communication apparatus, and the current receiving quality of the communication appa- 
ratus is estimated based on the receiving quality message. In this case, if the communication apparatus is under the 
.soft hand-off condition, the receiving quality message is acquired more frequently than under other conditions. As a 

15 result, the receiving quality can be estimated based on the receiving quality message transmitted at a predetermined 
frequency under other conditions, or based on the receiving quality message transmitted at higher frequency under 
the soft hand-off condition. 

[0517] According to the fifth communication apparatus of the present Invention, a receiving quality thereof Is calcu- 
lated al a predetermined frequency based on the signal received from an information processing apparatus for gen- 

20 erating the receiving quality message Indicating the receiving quality. And the receiving quality message Is Inserted 
into the transmission signal to the Information processing apparatus. In this case, underthe soft hand-off condition of 
•the communication apparatus, the receiving quality message is generated more frequently than under other conditions. 
-As a result, the receiving quality message can be transmitted at a predetermined frequency under other conditions 
while transmitting at higher frequency under the soft hand-off condition. 

25 .[0518] According to the second receiving quality message report controlling method of the present Invention, the 

* communication resource condition for communication between communication apparatuses is recognized for setting 
the interval of reporting the receiving quality message in the communication apparatus in response to the communi- 
cation resource condition. As a result, the reporting frequency of the receiving quality message can be varied depending 
on the communication resource condition. 

30 [0519] According to the sixth infomiation processing apparatus of the present invention, acquired is the receiving 

• quality message indicating the receiving quality transmitted from a communication apparatus at a predetennined in- 
terval and calculated in the communication apparatus and estimated is the current receiving quality of the communi- 

.cation apparatus based on the receiving quality message. In this case, the interval of the receiving quality message 
transmitted from the communication apparatus Is detemnined in response to the communication resource condition. 
35 . As a result, the receiving quality can be estimated based on the receiving quality message that is variable In the report 
frequency depending on the communication resource condition. 

^[0520] According to the sixth communication apparatus of the present invention, a receiving quality thereof is calcu- 
lated at a predetenrriined frequency based on the signal received from an Infomiation processing apparatus for gen- 
erating the receiving quality message Indicating the receiving quality. And the receiving quality message Is inserted 
^ into the transmission signal to the infomriation processing apparatus at a predetemnined frequency. In this case, the 
receiving quality message is generated based on the interval detenmined in response to the communication resource 
condition. As a result, It is possible to make the transmission frequency of the receiving quality message variable In 
response to the communication resource condition. 

45 

Claims 

1 . An infomiation processing apparatus for calculating receiving quality of a communication apparatus, comprising: 

50 receiving quality message acquisition means for acquiring a receiving quality message indicating the receiving 

quality transmitted from the communication apparatus at a first Interval and calculated in the communication 
apparatus; 

power control information acquisition means for acquiring a power control information requesting transmission 
power adjustment transmitted from the communication apparatus at a second interval shorter than the first 
55 interval; and 

receiving quality estimation means for estimating a current receiving quality of the communication apparatus 
based on both the receiving quality message and power control Information. 
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An information processing apparatus as described In claim 1 , wherein the receiving quality message acquisition 
means acquires the receiving quality message transmitted from the communication apparatus at a predetermined 
frame rate. 

An information processing apparatus as described in claim 1, wherein the receiving quality message acquisition 
means acquires the receiving quality message transmitted from the communication apparatus at an interval of a 
predetemnined number of frames. 

An infonnation processing apparatus as described in claim 1. wherein the receiving quality estimation means 
estimates the current receiving quality of the communication apparatus based on the receiving quality message 
and the power control infomnption acquired in a predetennined interval. 

An infonnation processing apparatus as described in claim 4, further comprising accumulation means for accu- 
mulating the power control infonnation acquired in a predetermined interval and the receiving quality estimation 
means calculating the estimated current receiving quality of the communication apparatus based on the accumu- 
lation value acquired by the accumulation means and the receiving quality message. 



6. An infonnation processing apparatus as described in claim 4. wherein the receiving quality estimation means 
calculates the estimation value of the current receiving quality of the communication apparatus while varying the 

^ predetemiined inten^al. 

7. An information processing apparatus as described in claim 1 , wherein the receiving quality estimation means 
calculates a finally estimated value of the current receiving quality of the communication apparatus using a plurality 
of receiving quality estimation values obtained from a plurality of receiving quality messages. 

25 

8. An information processing apparatus as described in claim 7, wherein the receiving quality estimation means 
calculates the finally estimated value of the current receiving quality of the communication apparatus by summing 
with weighting of a plurality of receiving quality estimation values obtained from a plurality of receiving quality 
messages. 

9. An information processing apparatus as described in claim 1 . wherein the receiving quality estimation means 
estimates the current receiving quality of the communication apparatus by setting a weighting of 0 or less for the 
power control infonnation if the communication apparatus can communicate with another infonnation processing 
apparatus. 

10. An infonnation processing apparatus as described in claim 1 , further comprising data rate control means for con- 
trolling the data rate of the communication between the communication apparatuses based on the estimation value 
of the current receiving quality of the communication apparatus. 

40 11. An infonnation processing apparatus as described in claim 10, wherein the data rate controlling means controls 
the data rate by changing a data coding method or a modulation method. 

12. An infonnation processing method for calculating receiving quality of a communication apparatus, comprising: 

3 receiving quality message acquisition step for acquiring a receiving quality message indicating the receiving 
quality calculated in the communication apparatus and transmitted from the communication apparatus at a 
first interval; 

a power control information acquisition step for acquiring power control infonnation requesting transmission 
power adjustment transmitted from the communication apparatus at a second interval shorter than the first 
50 interval; and 

a receiving quality estimation step for estimating a current receiving quality of the communication apparatus 
based on both the receiving quality message and power control infonnation. 

13. A program for instructing a computer to execute infonnation processing of calculating receiving quality of a com- 
55 munication apparatus, the program comprising: 

a receiving quality message receiving acquisition step for acquiring a receiving quality message transmitted 
from the communication apparatus at a first Interval and indicating the receiving quality calculated in the com- 
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munication apparatus; 

a power control inrormation acquisition step for acquiring power control infornnation requesting transnnission 
power adjustment transmitted from the communication apparatus from at a second inten/al shorter than the 
first interval: and 

5 a receiving quality estimation step for estimating a current receiving quality of the communication apparatus 

based on both the receiving quality message and power control infomiation. 

14. A recording medium for recording a program for instructing a computer to execute infomiation processing to cal- 
culate receiving quality of a communication apparatus, the recording medium having recorded therein a program 
10 comprising: 

a receiving quality message acquisition step for acquiring a receiving quality message indicating the receiving 
quality of the communication apparatus transmitted from the communication apparatus at a first interval; 
a power control Infomiation acquisition system for acquiring the power control infonmation requesting the trans- 
15 mission power adjustment transmitted from the communication apparatus at a second interval shorter than 

the first inten^al; and 

a receiving quality estimation step lor estimating the current receiving quality of the communication apparatus 
based on both the receiving quality message and power control infonmation. 

20 15. A communication apparatus for perfomning communication with an information processing apparatus calculating 
a current receiving quality of a communicating partner, comprising: 

receiving quality message generation means for generating a receiving quality message Indicating a receiving 
quality thereof calculated based on a signal received from the Infornnation processing apparatus; 
^ power control infornnation generation means for generating a power control information requesting the trans- 

mission power adjustment of the infonmation processing apparatus based on the signal received from the 
information processing apparatus; 

receiving quality message insertion means for inserting the receiving quality message into the transmission 
signal to the information processing apparatus so as to transmit the receiving quality message at a first interval; 
30 and 

power control information insertion means for inserting the power control infomiation into the transmission 
signal so as to transmit the power control information at a second interval shorter than the first interval. 

16. A communication apparatus as described in claim 15, wherein the receiving quality message insertion means 
35 inserts the receiving quality message Into the transmission signal at a predetenmlned frame rate. 

17. A communication apparatus as described in claim 15, wherein the receiving quality message insertion means 
inserts the receiving quality message into the transmission signal so that the receiving quality message is inserted 
by skipping a predetermined number of frames. 

40 

18. A communication apparatus as described in claim 15, wherein the receiving quality message insertion means 
inserts the receiving quality message into the transmission signal by changing the first interval for transmitting the 
receiving quality message based on the resources to communicate with the Infonmation processing apparatus. 

^5 1 9. A communication method for perforniing communication between infonmation processing apparatuses calculating 
a current receiving quality of a communication partner, the communication method comprising: 

a receiving quality message generation step for generating a receiving quality message indicating the receiving 
quality based on the signal received from the information processing apparatus; 
so a power control Information generation step for generating a power control information for requesting trans- 

mission of power of the information processing apparatus based on a signal received from the information 
processing apparatus; 

a receiving quality message insertion step for inserting the receiving quality message into the transmission 
signal for the information processing apparatus so as to transmit the receiving quality message at a first interval; 
55 and 

a power control information insertion step for inserting the power control information into the transmission 
signal so as to transmit the power control infomiation at a second interval shorter than the first interval. 
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20. A program for instructing r computer to perfomi communication between information processing apparatuses 
calculating current receiving quality of a communication partner, the program comprising: 

a receiving quality message generation step for generating a receiving quality message indicating the receiving 
quality by calculating a receiving quality thereof based on a signal received from the information processing 
apparatus; 

a power control information generation step for generating a power control infonnation for requesting trans- 
mission power adjustment of the information processing apparatus based on the signal received from the 
infonmation processing apparatus; 

a receiving quality message insertion stepjor inserting the receiving quality message into the transmission 
signal to the infonnation preceding apparatus so that the receiving quality message is transmitted at a first 
interval; and 

a power control Infomiation insertion step for inserting the power control information into the transmission 
signal so as to transmit the poyver control infomfiatlon at a second interval shorter than the first interval. 

21. A recording medium for recording a program to instruct a computer to execute a communication processing be- 
tween information processing apparatuses calculating a current receiving quality of the communication partner, 
the program comprising: 

a receiving quality message generation step for generating a receiving quality by calculating a receiving quality 
thereof based on a signal received from the infonnation processing apparatus; 

a power control information generation step for generating a power control infonnation for requesting trans- 
mission power adjustment of the infonnation processing apparatus based on the signal received from the 
information processing apparatus; 

a receiving quality message Insertion step for inserting the receiving quality message into the transmission 
signal to the information processing apparatus so as to transmit the receiving quality message at a first interval; 
and 

a power control information insertion step for Inserting the power control information into the transmission 
signal so as to transmit the power control information at a second Interval shorter than the first Interval. 

22. A communication system comprising an infonnation processing apparatus for obtaining a current receiving quality 
of a communication partner and one or more communication apparatus for perfonning communication with the 
information processing apparatus, the communication apparatus comprising: 

receiving quality message generation means for generating a receiving quality message indicating the receiv- 
ing quality calculated based on the signal received from the Information processing apparatus; 
power control infonnation generation means for generating a power control infonnation for requesting trans- 
mission power adjustment of the infonmation processing apparatus based on a signal received from the Infor- 
mation processing apparatus; 

receiving quality message insertion means for inserting the receiving quality message into the transmission 
signal to the information processing apparatus so that the receiving quality message is transmitted at a first 
interval; and 

power control infonnation insertion means for Inserting the power control information Into the transmission 
signal so that the power control infonnation is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first Interval; 
and the Information processing apparatus comprising: 

receiving quality message acquisition means for acquiring the receiving quality message transmitted from 
the communication apparatus at the first interval; 

power control infonnation acquisition means for acquiring the power control infonnation transmitted from 
the communication apparatus at the second Interval; and 

receiving quality estimation means for estimating the cun^ent receiving quality of the communication ap- 
paratus based on both the receiving quality message and power control infonnation. 



23. 



55 



A communication method for a communication system comprising an infonmation processing apparatus for obtain- 
ing a current receiving quality of a communication partner and one or more communication apparatus for commu- 
nicating with the Infonnation processing apparatus, comprising: 

in the communication apparatus. 
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a receiving qualiry message generation step for generating a receiving quality message Indicating the 
receiving quality calculated based on a signal received from the information processing apparatus; 
a power control information generating step for generating a power control information fro requesting 
transmission power adjustment of the information processing apparatus based on the signal received from 
the information processing apparatus; 

a receiving quality message insertion step for inserting the receiving quality message Into the transmission 
signal so that the receiving quality message is transmitted at a first step; and 

a power control information insertion step for inserting the power control infonnation into the transmission 
signal so that the power control signal is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first interval; 

and, in the information probessirtg apparatus, 



a receiving quality message acquisition step for acquiring the receiving quality message transmitted from 
the communication apparatOs at the first interval; 

a power control Infomriation acquisition step for acquiring the power control Information transmitted from 
the communication apparatus at the second Interval; and 

a receiving quality estlmation 'step for estimating the cun-ent receiving quality of the communicallon ap- 
paratus based on both the receiving quality message and power control Information. 

20 24. An information processing apparatus for setting a transmission mode based on a mode request message for re- 
questing the setting of the transmission mode of data transmission from a communication apparatus, the informa- 
tion processing apparatus comprising: 

modc request message acquisition means for acquiring the mode request message to be transmitted from 
^ the communication apparatus at a first interval; 

power control infomriation acquisition means for acquiring a power control infomnation for requesting transmis- 
sion power adjustment to be transmitted from the communication apparatus at a second interval shorter than 
the first interval; and 

transmission mode setting means for setting the transmission mode to the communication apparatus based 
so on both the mode request message and power control information. 

25. An Information processing apparatus as described In claim 24, wherein the mode request message acquisition 
means acquires the mode request message to be transmitted from the communication apparatus at a predeter- 
mined frame rate. 

35 

26. An information processing apparatus as described in claim 24, wherein the mode request message acquisition 
means acquires the mode request message to be transmitted from the communication apparatus by skipping a 
predetennined number of frames. 

^ 27. An information processing apparatus as described in claim 24, wherein the transmission mode setting means sets 
the transmission mode to the communication apparatus based on the mode request message and the power 
control information acquired in a predetennined inten^al. 

28. An infomiation processing apparatus as described in claim 27, further comprising accumulation means for accu- 
^5 mulating the power control infonnation acquired in a predetennined interval, and the transmission mode setting 

means setting the transmission mode to the communication apparatus based on an accumulation value obtained 
by the accumulation means and the mode request message. 

29. An information processing apparatus as described in claim 27, wherein the transmission mode setting means sets 
so the transmission mode to the communication apparatus by varying the predetennined time interval corresponding 

to a delay time from a transmission of the mode request message by the communication apparatus until the trans- 
mission mode is set based on the mode request message. 

30. An infonnation processing apparatus as described in claim 24, wherein the transmission mode setting means 
55 makes correction of the transmission mode requested by the mode request message based on the power control 

Information and sets the final transmission mode. 

31. An infonnation processing apparatus as described in claim 30. wherein the transmission mode setting means 
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restrains the trRnsmission mode correction based on the power control information in the case when the commu- 
nication apparatus can also communicate with another information processing apparatus. 

32. An infomnaticn processing apparatus as described in claim 24. wherein the communication apparatus transmitts 
5 a resend request message of the data if there is error in the received data, and the transmission mode setting 

means sets the transmission mode to the communication apparatus based also on the resend request message. 

33. An infonnation processing apparatus as described in claim 32, wherein the transmission mode setting means 
further comprises threshold value correction means for comparing the adjustment value of the transmission power 

10 requested by the power control information with a predetermined threshold value, correcting the transmission mode 

requested by the mode request message for setting a final transmission mode and correcting the predetermined 
threshold value based on the resend request message. 

34. An infonnation processing appar^us as described in claim 33, wherein the threshold confection means corrects 
*5 the predetermined threshold value based on the resend request message so as to provide a predetemiined re- 
ceiving quality for the communication apparatus. 

35. An Infonnation processing apparatus as described in claim 24, further comprising data rate control means for 
controlling the data rale in communication between the communication apparatuses based on the transmission 

20 mode set by the transmission mode setting means. 

36. An information processing apparatus as described in claim 35, wherein the data rate control means controls the 
data rate by changing a data coding method or modulation method. 

25 37. An infonnation processing method for setting a transmission mode based on a mode request message for request- 
ing transmission mode setting of data to be transmitted from a communication apparatus, comprising: 

a mode request message acquisition step for acquiring the mode requesting message transmitted from the 
communication apparatus at a first interval; 
30 a power control information acquisition step for acquiring a power control infonnation requesting transmission 

power adjustment to be transmitted from the communication apparatus at a second interval shorter than the 
first interval; and 

a transmission mode setting step for setting the transmission mode to the communication apparatus based 
on both the mode request message and power control information. 

35 

38. A program for instructing a computer to execute an information processing for setting a transmission mode based 
on a mode requesting message for requesting the transmission mode setting of data to be transmitted from a 
communication apparatus, comprising: 

40 a mode request message acquisition step for acquiring a mode request message to be transmitted from the 

communication apparatus at a first inten/al; 

a power control infonnation acquisition step for acquiring a power control information for requesting transmis- 
sion power adjustment to be transmitted from the communication apparatus at a second interval shorter than 
the first interval; and 

^5 a transmission mode setting step for setting the transmission mode to the communication apparatus based 

on both the mode request message and power control infonnation. 

39. A recording medium for recording a program to instruct a computer to execute an infonnation processing to set a 
transmission mode based on a mode request message for requesting transmission mode setting of data to be 

50 transrnitted from a communication apparatus, the program comprising: 

a mode request message acquisition step for acquiring the mode request message to be transmitted from the 
communication apparatus at a first interval; 

a power control information acquisition step for acquiring a power control information requesting transmission 
55 power adjustment to be transmitted from the communication apparatus at a second interval shorter than the 

first interval; and 

a transmission mode setting step for setting the transmission mode to the communication apparatus based 
on both the mode request message and power control information. 
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, 40. A communication apparatus for performing communication between an infomnation processing apparatus for trans- 
mitting the data by setting the transmission mode for transmitting data to a communication partner, comprising: 

mode request message generation means for generating a mode request message indicating the transmission 
s mode based on a receiving quality thereof by calculating the receiving quality based on the signal transmitted 

from the information processing apparatus; 

power control infonnation generation means for generating a power control Infonmation requesting transmis- 
sion power adjustment of the information processing apparatus based on the signal received from the infor- 
mation processing apparatus; 

mode request message insertion means for inserting the mode request message into the transmission signal 
to the information processing apparatus so that the mode request message is transmitted at a first interval; and 
power control Infomnation insertion means for Inserting the power control information into the transmission 
' signal in a manner that the power control information is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first 

Interval. 

15 

41. A communication apparatus as described in claihn 40, wherein the mode request message insertion means inserts 
the mode request message Into the transmission signal so that the mode request message Is transmitted at a 
predetemnined frame. 

20 42. A communication apparatus as described in claim 40, wherein the mode request message inserting means is 
inserted into the transmission signal so that the mode request message Is transmitted by skipping a predetermined 
number of frames. 

43. A communication apparatus as described In claim 40. whcroin the mode request message insertion means inserts 
^5 the mode request message into the transmission signal by changing the first interval of transmitting the mode 

request message based on the resources for communicating with the information processing apparatus. 

44. A communication apparatus as described in claim 40, wherein the mode request message insertion means chang- 
es the first interval depending on whether or not the communication is made with the infomriation processing ap- 

30 paratus. 

45. A communication apparatus as described in claim 44, wherein the mode request message insertion means makes 
the first interval shorter when the communication with the infonmation processing apparatus Is perfomned than 
when the first interval when the communication between the Infonmatbn processing apparatuses is not periomied. 

35 

46. A communication apparatus as described in claim 40, further comprising error detection means for detecting an 
error In the data included in the receiving signal and resend request message insertion means for inserting the 
resend request message to request resending the data into the transmission signal when there is an error in the 
data. 

40 

47. A communication method for communicating with an infonnation processing apparatus for transmitting data by 
setting the transmission mode to a communbatlon partner, comprising: 

a mode request message generation step for generating a mode request message Indicating the transmission 
mode requesting based on a receiving quality by obtaining a receiving quality thereof based on the signal 
received from the infonmation processing apparatus; 

a power control infonmation generation step for generating a power control Inf ormalion requesting transmission 
power adjustment of the infonnation processing apparatus based on the signal received from the Infomnation 
processing apparatus; 

so a mode request message insertion step for inserting the mode request message into the transmission signal 

to the infonnation processing apparatus so that the mode request message Is transmitted at a first interval; and 
a power control Infonnation insertion step for inserting the power control infonnation into the transmission 
signal so that the power control Infonnation Is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first interval. 

55 48. A program for instructing a computer to execute communication processing for communicating with an Information 
processing apparatus to transmit data by setting a transmission mode for transmitting the data to a communication 
partner, comprising: 
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a mode request message generation step for generating a mode request message indicating the transmission 
mode based on a receiving quality thereof based on a signal received from the infomnation processing appa- 
ratus: 

a power control infomnation generation step for generating a power control infonnation for requesting trans- 
5 mission power adjustment based on the signal received from the information processing apparatus; 

a mode request message insertion step for Inserting the mode request message into the transmission signal 
to the infonnation processing apparatus so that the mode request message is transmitted at a first inten/al; and 
a power control information insertion step for inserting the power control information into the transmission 
signal so that the power control information is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first interval. 

10 

49. A recording medium for recording ^^program for instructing a computer to execute a communication processing 
for communicating with the infonnatton processing apparatus to transmit data by setting a transmission mode to 
transmit the data to a communication partner, the recording medium including the program, the program compris- 
ing: 

15 

a mode request message generation step for generating a mode request message indicating the transmission 
mode requesting a receiving quality thereof obtained based on the signal received from the Information 
processing apparatus; 

a power control Ihrormalion generation step for generating power control information for generating a power 
20 control infonnation requesting transmission power adjustment of the infonnation processing apparatus based 

on a signal received from the Information processing apparatus; 

a mode request message insertion step for inserting the mode request message into the transmission signal 
to the infonnation processing apparatus so that the mode request message is transmitted at a first interval; and 
a power control Infonnation insertion step for Inserting the power control infonnation into the transmission 
25 signal so that the power control infonnation Is transmitted at a second Interval shorter than the first interval. 

50. A communication system including an information processing apparatus for transmitting data on a transmission 
mode set for transmitting the data to a communication partner, and one or more communication apparatus for 
communicating with the information processing apparatus, the communication system comprising: 

30 

the communication apparatus including: 

mode request message generation means for generating a mode request message indicating the request- 
ing transmission mode based on receiving quality calculated based on a signal received from the infor- 
35 matlon processing apparatus; 

power control infonnation generation means for generating a power control infonmation for requesting 
transmission power adjustment of the infonnation processing apparatus based on the signal received from 
the Information processing apparatus; 

mode request message insertion means for inserting the mode request message into the transmission 
40 signal to the infonnation processing apparatus so that the mode request message is transmitted at a first 

interval; and 

power control information insertion means for inserting the power control infonnation into the transmission 
signal so that the power control Infomnation is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first interval; 

45 and the information processing apparatus including: 

mode request message acquisition means for acquiring the mode request message transmitted from the 
communication apparatus at the first interval; 

power control infonnation acquiring means for acquiring the power control infonnation transmitted from 
50 the communication apparatus at the second interval; and 

transmission mode setting means for setting the transmission mode of the communication apparatus 
based on both the mode request message and power control infonnation. 

51. A communication method for a communication system including an Infonnation processing apparatus for trans- 
55 mitting data on a transmission mode set for transmitting the data to a communication partner, and one or more 

communication apparatus for communicating with the infonmation processing apparatus, the communication meth- 
od comprising: 
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in the communication apparatus, 

a mode request message generation step for generating a mode request message indicating the requested 
transmission mode based on the receiving quality obtained based on the signal received form the infor- 
^ mation processing apparatus; 

a power control infonnation generation step for generating a power control information requesting trans- 
mission power adjustment of the information processing apparatus based on the signal received from the 
information processing apparatus; 

a mode request message insertion step for inserting the mode request message Into the transmission 
signal to the infonnation processing apparatus so that the mode request message is transmitted at a first 
interval; and » i • 

a power control infomiation insertion step for inserting the power control infomriation into the transmission 
signal so that the power control information is transmitted at a second interval shorter than the first interval; 

and in the infonrtation processing apparatus, 

a mode request message acquisition step for acquiring a mode request message transmitted from the 
communication apparatus at the first inten/al; 

a power control informalion acquisition step for acquiring the power control information transmitted from 
the communication apparatus at the second interval; and 

a transmission mode setting step for setting the transmission mode to the communication apparatus based 
on both the mode request message and power control infonnation. 



25 



52. An information processing apparatus for obtaining a receiving quality of a communication apparatus, comprising: 



receiving quality message acquisition means for acquiring the receiving quality obtained in the communication 
apparatus and transmitted from the communication apparatus by skipping a predetennined number of frames; 
and 

receiving quality estimation means for estimating a current receiving quality of the communication apparatus 
30 based on the receiving quality message. 

53. A communication apparatus for communicating with an infonnation processing apparatus for obtaining a current 
receiving quality of a communication partner, comprising: 

^5 receiving quality message generation means for generating the receiving quality message indicating the re- 

ceiving quality by calculating the receiving quality by skipping a predetemnined number of frames based on a 
signal received from the information processing apparatus; and 

receiving quality message insertion means for inserting the receiving quality message into the transmission 
signal to the information processing apparatus by skipping a predetemnined number of frames. 



40 



54. An infonnation processing apparatus for obtaining a receiving quality of a communication apparatus, comprising: 



receiving quality message acquisition means for acquiring a receiving quality message indicating a receiving 
quality obtained in the communteation apparatus and transmitted at a predetennined frame Interval under a 
^5 soft hand-off condition of the communication apparatus; and 

receiving quality estimation means for estimating a current receiving quality of the communteation apparatus 
based only on the receiving quality message. 

55. A communication apparatus for performing communication with an infonnation processing apparatus for obtaining 
so a current receiving quality of a communk:atk)n partner, comprising: 

receiving quality message generation means for generating a recolving quality message indicating a receiving 
quality thereof obtained at each predetennined frame in case of a soft hand-off condition; and 
receiving quality message insertion means for inserting the receiving quality message into a transmission 
signal to the information processing apparatus at each predetennined frame. 

56. A receiving quality message report control method for controlling the receiving quality message report in a com- 
munk:ation apparatus, comprising: 
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a first step of recogni7ing wtiether or not the communication apparatus Is under a soft hand-off condition; and 
a second step for setting an interval of the report of the receiving quality message for the communication 
apparatus depending on whether or not the communication apparatus Is under the soft hand-off condition. 

57. A receiving quality message report control method as described in claim 56, wherein the second step sets a re- 
porting cycle time for the receiving quality message in the communication apparatus more frequently under the 
soft hand-off condition than under other conditions. 



58. A receiving quality message report control rhethod as described in claim 57, wherein the second step sets a cycle 
10 time for the report of the receiving quality message so that the communication apparatus reports the receiving 

quality message at each frarne rate under the soft hand-off condition of the communication apparatus while re- 
porting the receiving quality rhessage by skipping a predetemiined number of frames under the other conditions. 

59. An Inf onmation processing apparatus for obtaining the receiving quality of a communication apparatus, comprising: 

15 

receiving quality message acquisition means for acquiring the receiving quality message indicating the receiv- 
ing quality obtained by the communication apparatus and transmitted from the communication apparatus at 
a predetemiined frequency; and 

receiving quality estimation means for esllmaling the current receiving quality of the communicalion apparatus 
20 based on the receiving quality message; 

wherein the receiving quality message acquisition means acquires the receiving quality message more fre- 
quently under the soft hand-off condition than under other conditions. 

25 60. A communication apparatus for performing communication with an infonnation processing apparatus for obtaining 
a current receiving quality of a communication partner, comprising: 

receiving quality message generation means for generating a receiving quality indicating a receiving quality 
thereof obtained at a predetemiined frequency based on a signal received from the infonnation processing 
30 apparatus; and 

receiving quality message insertion means for inserting the receiving quality message into the transmission 
signal to the infonnation processing apparatus; 

wherein the receiving quality message generation means generates the receiving quality message more 
35 frequently under the soft hand-off condition than under other conditions. 

61. A communication apparatus as described In claim 60, wherein the receiving quality message Is generated at each 
frame rate under the soft hand-off condition. 



40 62. A receiving quality message report control method for controlling a receiving quality message report In a commu- 
nication apparatus, comprising: 

a first step for recognizing a condition of communication resources for perfomning communication with the 
communication apparatus; and 
45 a second step for setting a reportfrequency of the receiving quality of the communicalion apparatus In response 

to the condition of the communication resources. 



63. A receiving quality message report control method as described in claim 62, wherein an Interference amount Is 
used as a parameter for indicating the condition of the communication resources. 

so 

64. A receiving quality message report control method as described in claim 62, wherein a number of communication 
apparatuses in a predetermined cell is used as a parameter for indicating the condition of communication resources. 

65. A receiving quality message report control method as described in claim 62, wherein the second step sets the 
55 receiving quality message report to a higher frequency if there is a vacancy in the communication resources while 

setting the receiving quality message report to a lower frequency if the communication resources are in saturation. 

66. An Infonnation processing apparatus for obtaining a receiving quality of a communication apparatus, comprising: 
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receiving quality message acquisition means for acquiring a receiving quality message indicating the receiving 
quality obtained in the communication apparatus and transmitted from the communication apparatus at a 
predetermined frequency; and 

receiving quality estimation means for estimating a cun-ent receiving quality in the communication apparatus 
based on the receiving quality message; 

wherein the inten/al of the receiving quality message transmitted from the communication apparatus is de- 
termined in response to a condition of communication resources. 

67. A communication apparatus for communicating with an information processing apparatus for obtaining the current 
receiving quality of the communication partner, comprising: 

receiving quality message generation means for generating a receiving quality message indicating a receiving 
quality thereof obtained at a predetermined frequency based on a signal received from the inf onmation process- 
ing apparatus; and 

receiving quality message insertion means for inserting the receiving quality message into^a transmission 
signal to the information processing apparatus at the predetermined frequency; 

wherein the receiving quality message generated by the receiving quality message generation means is 
generated based on the period determined in response to a condition of communication resources. 
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